
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION APPEALS BOARD 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

PEDRO PUENTES SALAZAR, Applicant 

vs. 

PREMIER LANDSCAPING; TRUCK INSURANCE EXCHANGE,  
FARMERS INSURANCE, Defendants 

Adjudication Numbers: ADJ9580231 (MF), ADJ9580348, ADJ10575850, ADJ10579286 
Riverside District Office 

 

OPINION AND DECISION 
AFTER RECONSIDERATION 

 Lien Claimant Joyce Altman Interpreters petitioned for reconsideration of the Findings and 

Order issued by the workers’ compensation administrative law judge (WCJ) in this matter on May 

4, 2021.  In that decision, the WCJ found that the lien claimant was barred from recovering their 

lien for services based upon the Statute of Limitations per Labor Code §4903.5 and §5404 as to 

cases ADJ10575850 and ADJ10579286. The WCJ further found insufficient evidence to 

determine if Labor Code §4903.5 and §5404 applied to bar lien claimant’s recovery on case 

ADJ9580231. 

 The WCJ ordered lien claimant Joyce Altman barred from recovering for their services on 

cases ADJ10575850 and ADJ10579286. 

 Petitioner, Joyce Altman Interpreters contends in its petition for reconsideration that the 

WCJ erred in excluding their medical reporting from evidence and that they were deprived of their 

due process rights with respect to the issue of whether the statute of limitations applied to the filing 

of the applicant’s cases. 

Petitioner requests that their petition for reconsideration be granted and that the matter be 

returned to the WCJ for further record development. 

 The WCJ issued a report in which he recommended that the lien claimant’s petition be 

denied. 
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We granted reconsideration to further study the factual and legal issues presented.1 

 Subsequently, the parties participated in a commissioners’ settlement conference at our 

request and agreed to resolve this matter by stipulation.  On February 9, 2023, the parties executed 

and filed a Joint Stipulation to pay Lien Claimant settling the matter for $3,500.00 as full and final 

settlement of the dispute.  The stipulation, signed by Representative Chris Alcala for lien claimant, 

representative Eric Gutierrez for defendant Truck Insurance Exchange (Farmers Insurance), and 

Gary Sheffield, counsel for defendant, Security National/Amtrust, provides as follows: 

Jurisdiction having been reserved on payment of the lien claimant 
of Joyce Altman Interpreters, Inc. in the amount of $10,716.81, the 
parties have stipulated to resolve said lien for the sum of $3,500.00 
in full satisfaction of said lien and all claims to date, in addition to 
any sums previously paid on said lien. 
 
The parties waive the provisions of Labor Code §5313. Penalties 
and interest waived if paid within 30 days. 
 
Farmers Insurance to pay $1,750.00; Amtrust to pay $1,750.00 
toward full settlement value. 
 
This claim settles any and all debt held by Joyce Altman 
Interpreters, Inc. against Farmers Insurance and its subsidiaries in 
regard to Claim No. WC10106101 and Amtrust and its subsidiaries 
in regard to Claim No. 28433699-1. 
 

  

We conclude that the Stipulations filed by lien claimant and both defendants is adequate 

and should be approved. 

 Finally, we commend the parties for engaging in good faith negotiations and successfully 

resolving this matter without the need for further litigation. 

  

 
1 Commissioner Deidra E. Lowe signed the Opinion and Order Granting Petition for Reconsideration dated July 7, 
2021.  As Commissioner Lowe is no longer a member of the Appeals Board, a new panel member has been substituted 
in her place. 
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 For the foregoing reasons, 

 IT IS ORDERED as the Decision After Reconsideration of the Workers’ Compensation 

Appeals Board that the Findings and Order issued May 4, 2021, be RESCINDED. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED as the Decision After Reconsideration of the Workers’ 

Compensation Appeals Board that the Stipulations of lien claimant Joyce Altman Interpreters and 

Farmers Insurance and Amtrust, by and through their representatives, executed and filed on 

February 9, 2023, is APPROVED. 

 

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION APPEALS BOARD 

/s/  KATHERINE A. ZALEWSKI, CHAIR     / 

I CONCUR, 

/s/  JOSEPH V. CAPURRO, COMMISSIONER     / 

/s/  KATHERINE WILLIAMS DODD, COMMISSIONERR 

DATED AND FILED AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

 February 23, 2023 

SERVICE MADE ON THE ABOVE DATE ON THE PERSONS LISTED BELOW AT 
THEIR ADDRESSES SHOWN ON THE CURRENT OFFICIAL ADDRESS RECORD. 

JOYCE ALTMAN INTERPRETERS 
ALCALA & ASSOCIATES 
FARMERS INSURANCE 
LAW OFFICES OF NGUYEN & GRIBBLE 
 
 
LAS/ara 
 

I certify that I affixed the official seal of the 
Workers’ Compensation Appeals Board to this 
original decision on this date. abs 


	WORKERS’ COMPENSATION APPEALS BOARD STATE OF CALIFORNIA
	OPINION AND DECISION AFTER RECONSIDERATION





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		PUENTES SALAZAR, Pedro-ADJ9580231.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

