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OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH 
STANDARDS BOARDRG: Petition to update pressure vessel standard

Dear Christina Shupe,

Fortunately, California benefits from improved technologies and products that satisfy both practical business operations with 
health and safety concerns for workers. This is why this petition addresses your Board. I sought this action years ago 
but confused the variance process and petition process. Mr. Marv Morey of CAL/OSHA advised me how go forward. 
Mr. Steve Hart, retired director of California tunneling and mining in the Sacramento office is assisting me to bring 
a very old pressure vessel standard into the 21* century. 1 am also committed to assist in rewriting the standard. Following 
the old (perhaps 50 years) language increase the dangers to our miners and compromises their health and safety.

My opinion is a strong belief from over forty years running underground gold mines in Alleghany, California. 
[ started mining in 1975, progressing from using iron pipe to Victaulic to polyethylene pipe. 
Poly pipe is used throughout the United States and the world in mining operations. According to 
discussions with Mine Safety Health Administration (MSHA) headquartered in Vacaville, no injuries 
have occurred related to an explosion in poly pipe.

Our mine, the Sixteen to One along with other mines in California, have been using poly pipe for compressed 
air services for thirty years. A problem occurred three years ago when Tunneling & Mining 
read the 1970’s standard and wrote a citation, which was appealed. Even though everyone I spoke 
with realized the insanity of this, the paper was written. The issue is the poly pipe is stamped for 
200psi water not including 200psi for air. :

I contacted poly pipe manufacturers who took no interest in re-stamping its product. (Note: this e plpe has long use in Nevada, 
Arizona and other natural resource states.) MSHA is a federal  agency) Our mine, perhaps all mines operate with compressed 
air between 120 and 150psi, well below the pressure marked on the pipe in use.

The perceived danger to humans was from plastic that shatters (pvc), blowing shards. I agree. Poly pipe does not shatter. 
One can drive over it, poke it with a drill and it won’t shatter. It is very safe to install. If our miners were forced 
to go back to any iron pipe, danger and injury in its installation is a fact. I can attest to this from personal experience.



While revising the standard is a small component of operating in a safe and healthy fashion, | seek your 
Board’s interest in bringing the outdated standard in compliance with the times. Mineral production 
is a vital industry for America. Unlike many companies that can move to Texas or elsewhere, 
gold miners in California cannot move out of state. Original Sixteen to One Mine, Inc. incorporated 
in San Francisco, California on October 8, 1911. Its only operation is here. It is the longest, 
continuing, active underground gold mine in North America.

My final encouragement for you to enlist the Board’s involvement is based upon what California really has regarding it gold 
wealth: but first, underground gold mining is unique in California vs past methods. The ore is exceeding high grade, 
which is friendly to the environment. California has a 200 mile proven gold deposit. Its wealth fueled the development 
of our state and secured our national evolution of one country. Our underground gold mines are poised for 
future growth. Let’s make it safe for the men and women who will become miners.

[ have researched and read much about poly pipe and the process I now ask of you. I remain dedicated 
to support this petition for our miners and the future miners working in our great state.

Sincerely.e

Michael Meister Miller President 
and Director December 
15. 2020











alternative. Whether it is an issue of installing a new piping system or rehabilitating an existing system, 
there are certain requirements placed on the piping material: that it be simple to install, that it 
doesn't leak or cost a lot to maintain, and will last a very long time. As long as polyethylene can satisfy 
these demands better than any other material, it will continue its gain in  popularity.

Contact us today by email or our toll free number:  sales@oxfordplasticsinc.com 
1.800.263.0502





Upon receipt of a petition, the proposal is assigned a petition file number and referred to the Division of 
Occupational Safety and Health for evaluation. The Board staff will thereafter develop a proposed decision 
for consideration by the Board at one of its business meetings. A decision to grant or deny the 
petition will be made by the Board within six months from the date it was received. Petitions are often 
granted to the extent that an advisory committee of labor, management and persons knowledgeable 
in the subject review the petitioner's proposal. Advisory committees provide valuable assistance 
in developing the proposed standard before it is scheduled for public hearing or an advisory 
committee may recommend to the Standards Board that a standard not be developed.

Inquiries concerning the proposed action may be directed to the Executive Officer, Christina Shupe, at (916) 274-5721.
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