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OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY

AND HEALTH STANDARDS BOARD
2520 Venture Oaks Way, Suite 350

Sacramento, CA 95833

(916) 274-5721

FAX (916) 274-5743

Website address: www.dir.ca.gov/oshsb

Date:  July 22,2013
Dear:  Advisory Committee Member

Subject: Proposed Amendments for Title 8, California Code of Regulations, General Industry
Safety Orders (GISO) Section 4542, Guarding Requirements for Vertical Food and
Dough Mixers.

The purpose of this letter is to invite you to participate in an advisory committee to be convened
by the Occupational Safety and Health Standards Board staff. The advisory committee will
consider proposed Title 8 amendments that are in part recommended by the California Division
of Occupational Safety and Health (Division).

Since about 1993, several manufacturers of vertical mixers have supplied mixers with
interlocked bowl guards to prevent the inadvertent contact of the operator with the rotating
attachments and/or spindle within the bowl. Additionally, several mixers are produced that
require the bowl to be securely locked in place for operation. Some manufacturers, however,
neither provide these safety features nor offer them as an option for retrofitting. Furthermore,
several mixers manufactured before 1993 are not designed to accept interlocked safety features,
while others can only be retrofitted at great expense. Although Title 8 standards already require
interlocked guarding for horizontal food mixers, vertical mixers do not contain similar
requirements.

Due to technological improvements in vertical mixer safety and a desire to reduce the number of
injuries associated with the equipment, the Division proposes to require guarding on all vertical
mixers, regardless of the date of manufacture.

The committee will discuss the need for, and feasibility of, mandating interlocked bowl guards
and bowl securing equipment on all vertical mixers and for retrofitting older mixers, and the
associated costs.

The advisory committee will be held at the following time and location (please park in the back lot):

Tuesday, August 27, 2013, 9:00 a.m. —4:30 p.m. (or until adjournment)
Division of Occupational Safety and Health

2424 Arden Way

Multipurpose Room, Suite 450

Sacramento, CA 95825
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Enclosed are the advisory committee roster, an agenda, accident summaries and the draft text
proposal. The committee will focus on those items related to the proposed amendments, but in
the course of discussions, may review safety policies and procedures used when operating
vertical mixers.

Also, please be prepared to discuss the necessity of the recommended amendments and any costs
or economic impact to employers or affected industries that may result from the proposed
standard. If you cannot attend the meeting, please send an alternate, if possible, or submit your
written comments by August 20, 2013 so that the committee can consider them.

Your assistance is appreciated, and we look forward to seeing you at the advisory committee
meeting. If you have any questions or would like to discuss any items prior to the meeting,
please contact me at (916) 274-5730, or at: dkernazitskas@dir.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

David Kernazitskas, MSPH, CIH, CSP
Senior Engineer-Standards

Attachments:

Agenda

Advisory Committee Roster
Accident Summaries
Regulatory text (draft proposal)

cc: All Standards Board Members
Marley Hart, Executive Officer, OSHSB
Michael Manieri, Principal Engineer, OSHSB
Ellen Widess, Chief, DOSH
Deborah Gold, Deputy Chief, DOSH
Patrick Bell, Principal Engineer, DOSH Research & Standards Unit
David Shiraishi, Area Director, Region IX, Federal OSHA
Kevin Thompson, Cal/OSHA Reporter
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