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BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF VOCATIONAL NURSING AND PSYCHIATRIC TECHNICIANS · 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Mcitte1· of the Accusation Against: Case No. VN-2013-3859 

DEBRA LYNN NEWKIRK, AI<A DEBRA DEFAULT DECISION AND ORDER 
13 LARSEN, AKA DEURA STRANGE, AI<A 

DEBRA MILES 
14 55535 Santa Fe Trail [Gov. Code, §11520] 

Yucca Valley, CA 92248 
· 15 Vocational Nurse License No. VN 180494 
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Respondent. 

FINDINGS OF F_ACT 

1. On Ol' about May 16, 2016, Complainant Kameka Brown, PhD. MBA, NP; in her 

official (lltpaclty as the Executive Officer of the Board of Vocational Nursing and Psychiatric 

Technicians, Department of Consumer Affairs, filed Accusation No. VN-2013-3859 agninst 

Debra Lynn Newldrk, a.lea Debra Larsen, aka Debra St1·ange, aka Debm Miles (Respondent) 

before the Board of Vocational Nuesing and Psychiatric Tec)miclans, (Accusation attached us 

Exhibit A.) 

2. On or about April 11, 1997, the Board of Vocational Nursing all(l Psychiatric 

Technicians (Boat'd) issued Voc·utlonal Nurse License No, VN 180494 to Respo11de11t, TI1c 

(DEBRA LYNN NEWKIRK, AKA DEBRA LARSEN, AKA DEBRA STRANGE, AKA DEBRA MILES) 
DEFAULT DECISION & ORDER Ca•o No. VN-2013-3859 



1 Vocational Nurse License was In full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought 

2 in Accusation No. VN-2013-3859 and will expire on May 31, 2017, unless 1·enewed. 

3 3. On or about May 24, 20l<i, Respondent was served by Certified and First Class Mail 
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copies of the Accusation No. VN-2013-3859, Statement to Respondent, Notice ofDefonse, 

Request for Discovery, and Discovery Statutes (Government Code sections 11507.5, 11507.6, 

and 11507.7) at Respondent's address of record which, purstiant to Busil1ess and Professions 

Code section 136, is required to be reported and maintained with the Board, Respondent's 

address ofl'ecord was and is: 

55535 Santa Fe Trail 
Yucca Valley, CA 92248. 

4. Service of the Accusation was effective as a mt1tter of law t1nder the provisions of 

Government Code section 11505, st1bdivision ( c) and/or Business & Professions Code section 

124. 

5. On 01· about June 13, 2016, a Certified Mail receipt was 1·eturned by the U.S. Postal 

Service signed by Erle L. (Respondent's bl'Other). 

6. Govcrlllllent Code section 11506( c) states, .in pertinent part: 

(c) The respondent shall be entiUed to a hearing on the merits if the respondent 
files a notice of defonse . . . and the notice shall be deemed a specific denial of all 
parts of the accusation .. , not expressly admitted, Failure to file a notice of defense 
, , • shall constitute a waiver of respondent's right to a hearing, but the agency in its , 
discretion may nevertheless grant a hearing, . . 

. 7. Respondent failed to file a Notice ofDefolll!e within IS days after service t1pon her of 

the Accusation, and therefore waived her right to a hearing on the merits of Accusation No. VN-

2013-3859. 

8. California Govemment Code section 11520(a) states, in pertinent pal't: 

(a) If the l'espondent either fails to file a notice of defense . , , or to appear at 
the hearing, the agency may take action based upon the respondent's express 
admissions or upon other evidence and affidavits may be used as evidence without 
any notice to respondent . , , . 

9. Pursuant to its authority unde1· Government Code section 11520, U1e Board finds 

Respondent is in ~efault. The Board will take action witho11t further hearing and, based on 1he 
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1 relevant evidence contained in tlle Default Decision Evidence Packet in this matter, as well as 

2 taking official 11otice of all the inwstigatory reports, exhibits and statements contained therein on 

3 file at the Board's offices r~garding tl1e allegations contah1ed in Accusation No. VN-2013-3859, 

4 finds that the charges and allegations in Accusation No. VN-2013-3859, are separately and 

S severally, foui1d to be true and correct by clear Md convincing evidence. 

6 10. Taking official notice of its own internal reoo!'ds, pursuant to Business and 

7 Professions Code section 125.3, it is hereby determined that the reasonable costs for Investigation 

8 and Enforcement is $2,390.00 as of Atigust 17, 2016. 

9 DETERMINATIQN OF ISSUES 

10 1. Based on the :fol'egoing findings of fact,, Respondent has subjected her Vocational 

. 11 Nurse License No. VN 180494 to discipline. 

· 12 2. The agency has jtll'isdiction to adjtidicate this case by default. 

13 3. The Board of V cicationnl NU!'sing and Psychiab'lc Technicians is at1thorized to !'evoke 

14 Respondent's Vocational Nurse License based upon the following violations alleged in the 

15 Accusation which are supported by the evidence contained in the Default Decision Evidence 

16 Packet in this case.: 

17 a. Unprofossional Concluct, pul'suant to.Business and Professions Code section 2878, I 

18 subdivision (a). I I 
19 b. Failure to maintain professional boundaries with the patient/client, ptJl'suant to 

20 Business and Professions Code section 2878, subdivision (a), in conjtmction with Califomia Code 

21 of Regulations, title 16, section 2518.6, subdivision (b)(3). 

22 ORDER 

23 IT IS SO ORDERED that Vocational Nurse License No. VN 180494, hcretofo!'e issued to· 

24 Respondent is rnvoked. 

2~ Pursuant. to Government Code section 11520, subdivision ( c ), Respondent may serve a 

26 written motion requesting that the Decision be vacated and stating the grotmds relied on within 

27 sev<Jn (7) days after service of the Decision on Respondent. The ag•mcy in its discretion may 

28 vacate the Decision and grant a hearing on a sho3"ing of good cause, as defined in the stattite, 

(DEBRA LYNN NEWKIRK, AKA DEBRA.LARSEN, AKA DEBRA STRANGE, AKA DEBRA MILES) . 
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This Decision shall become effective on NOV 2 0 2016 
~~~~-'--'°-~~~-

It is so ORDERED __ 0C_T_2_1_20_16 __ 

52199909.DOC 
DOJ Motter ID:LA20l5604436 

Attachment: 
Exhibit A: Accusation 

FOR THE 
NURSING AND PS 
DEPARTMENT OF 
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Exhibit A 
Accusation 

(DEBRA LYNN NEWKIRI<, AKA DEBRA LARSEN, AKA DEBRA STRANGE, AKA DEBRA MU,ES) 
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KAMALA D, HARRIS 
Atiorney (}enei•a.l of California 
MARC]), CJREENl3AIJM 
Supervising Deputy At'torney Cener!l.) 
MICHAELA. CACCIOTI'J. 
Deputy Attomey General 
Sfote Bnr No. 129533 · 
300 So, Spl'iilg Street; suite 1702 

Los Angeles, CA 90013 . 
Telephone: (213) !197·2932 
Faoshn!le: (213) 897·2804 

Attorneys for Complainant 

];lEFORE nm . . 
BO ARO OF VQCAT~0NAJ, NURSING.AND l'SYCHIATIUC TECHNICIANS 

l>EPAR'rMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
S'l',4.TE Ql1·CAUFORNI.A 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

DEDRA LYNN NEWICTRK, A,KA DEBRA 
LARSEN, AKA DEllRA STRANGE, AKA 
DE13RA MU,ES . · · . 
55535 San hr Fe Tl'ail 
Yucca Valley, CA 92248 

Vocatfonal N1u·se Lfoe11se.No:vN 180494 

R(}llpo11dent, 

Caso No, VN-2013·3859 

ACCUSATION 
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Compl<\lnant alleges: 

20. J. Kameka Brown, PhD, MBA, NP.(Compla!nan.t) bririgs this Accusation solely in her 

2J. \)ffioial oapa~ity as the Exeoutive Officer of the Board of Vocation.al Niirslng and Psychiatric 

22 · Teohnlcia11s, Department .of Consumer Affairs, 

23 2,. OJ\ or about Aprll 11, 1997., the Boru'd of Vocational Nursing and Psychlatrlo" . . . 

24 Tochnidan~ issued Vocatl~nal Nurse License Number VN 1B0494 to Debra Lynn Newkirk, aka 

25 ·Debra Larsen, aim Debra Stt·Mge, aka.Debra Mi.l<>S (Respandent), The Vocationa1 Nurse License 

26 was in fuil force. and effect at all times relevant to the ohm·@es broughi lierein and will expire on 

27 May 3.1, 2017, unless renewed, 

28 
I 

~·-<~o"=i3=aRA=-"-i~.YNNN'EWK:fru(, AKA DEBRA LARSEN, AKA DEHRA iJTAANon, AKA DEBRA !vfILEs) 
ACCUSATION 



l . ,JURISDICTJON . 

2 3, This Aocusation·is br()ught before the Board of Vocational Nursing and Psychiatric 
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Technicians (Board), Department ofCons11mer Affafrs, under the authority of the following laws, 

All 8eotlon references rn'<l to the Busin\ISS rntd Profess.Ions Code unless ?therwise indicated, 

STATUTORX PROVISION§ . . 

4, . Section 2875 ofthe Business and Professions Code (Code) provides, in pertli1e11tp&t, 

that the Board may qis\iipllne the holder of a vocational nu!'se llcense for 1my reason provlded'in 

/\rliole 3 (comme110!11g with seotl<;>n 2875) of the Vocational Ntirsing Praoti.ce Act, 
,' . . . . . . 

9 5, Seotlon 11 B(b) of the Code provides, h1 pe1·?i1ent pm·t, that the expiration of a license . 

1.0 shall not dejidve ·th~ BurenuJm:lsd!otion.to proceed with a disciplinary !Wtlon during the 1ieifod 
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within w)lich the license may \le re~ewed, resto1·ed, reissued or relust!lted. Under section 2892, 1 

of the Code, the Burnmi may 1·enew an expired lio~ms~ at filly tlmo within four yems after the . 

exp!ratfon. 

6, . Section 2878 oft11e Code state.a in pertinent pait: 

"The i;ioard may suspend 01: 1·evolrn ~1 licemse issued 1mder this chapter [the Vocational 
' ' 

Nursing Practlce Act (Bus. & Prof, Code, 2840, et seq.)] for any o.fthe foiloWing: 

"(a) 1Jnprofessl.onal conduct, which include.q, b\lt is not limited to, ·tho following: 

(1) Incompetence, or gross negl!genco in Offi'l'ying out usual nursing f1111otio11s. . . . - . 

• 1'•. 

20 7, 'fitk 16 of the Calif0111la.Code of Regulations seoticm 2518.6 states h1 pertinent pait: 
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''' 

(b) A 'licensed vocational ll\U'So .~h!ill adhere to stm1datds of the profession ai1d shall 

incorporate ethicw imd. behavioral s'tandurds of profoi:slon11J practice wluoh include but m·o not 

limited to the following: 

Ill 

I' I I 

(3) JV[aintalning p!'ofossional boundaries with the patlent/client; 

·,If I 
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COSTS 

8. Section 125.3 of U1e Codcr provides, it1 pertinent part, that the Board may request the 

administrative law judge· to dh'eot ~licentiate found to hav~ ooinmitted a violation or violations of 

the licensing aot to pay a·sum not to exceed the reasonable oo~t~ oftiw investigation and 

enforcement of the oase, 

FACTUAL SUMMARY 

9, On ·or about Feb1'UaJ'Y 14, 2014, while working as a school ald fo1· a student at Toro 

Cm1yon Middl.e School In Tg01•mal, California, Respondent pulled. down h~1· pants ai1d .urinated h; . . ' -

a diaper in the school quad at'ea. Tho ciroumstat1oes were as follow~: 

10, At.approximately 15.20 homs, oil Feb1'Uat')' 14, 2014~ while acting wi an aid fora 

student In a wheelchall', Respondent entered the girls' bat1n·oom at tl1e school with her student, At 

that time, both available stalls in tile girls1 bathroomwere occupied. As Respondent noeclecl to 
. . 

urinate, she grabbed a "Pull Up" diaper fro1i1 the Oatt .in the bathroom, pul1ed down her pants and 

inserted the diaper between her legs exposing herself to st\ldtl11ts ai1d staff in the girls' bathi:oom, 

J l, Respondent then le!J tile gfrls' batiJJ"oom, wlth her stude.flt and proceeded to tile_ school 

q11ad wlwN she squatted down and qrinated ill he1• dlapei'. Sho then took off her diaper in full 

view_ of the :ituc\ent she was a11slsting and thr~w the dlttpcr away. 

FIRST CA!JSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Unprofessional Conduct) . . 

12, Respondent ia si1bject to disoipline und01· Code. section 2878(a), on the grounds of 
unprofessional conduct, in that on or about "Februaiy 14, 2014 at apprmdmately 1520 ho\irs, while 

wotldi1g.as an aid for a student in a wheelchall· at.Torq CaiiyonMiddle School in Thermal, 

Califom!a, Respondent demonstmted unj)rofessional 0011duct as "more· :rUliy described Jn 
' . . . . 

paragraphs 9- 11 above and incorporated horoin~ 

Iii 

Ill 

(II 

Ill . 
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t:!EC,QND CAUSE FQB DISCiPLIN.fil 

(Failure to Ulaintain profossiomil boundm·les with the patien1/ollent) 

13. Respondent Is subjeot to discipline for unprofessional_ 9011dnot tuider Code section 

2878(a), in conjunction with Califomia Code of Regulations, title 16, sootlon 25H!.6(b)(3), In that 
' ' ' 

011 or about Feb1·nm·y 14, 2014 at approxlrh11tely 1520 h9urs, while. working as mi !lid fo1• a .~rodent 

ih a wheelchair at Toro Canyon Middle School in Thermal, Callfbrnia, Respondent fo.lled to 

maintain professional boundal'ies with h01· student by exposing her:genitala mid u1'1nathljS in a 
' . ' 

diaper in view of the stud.e.nt, a violation of California .Code of Regulliltlons\ title 16, section . 

2518.6(b)(3), as moi·e·pm·tloulal'ly set forth abo,v~ in paragraphs 9"11, 

PRAYER 

WBEREFORB, Co1nplainm1t requests tlmt a hearing be he!d 011 the matters lmelu alfoged, 

m1d that following the hearing, tl1e Board ofVooatlo1,ml Nursing mid Psychiatric 'Technicians issue . . .. ·.. ·: ·. ','.' ' . . : .... ' . 
a decision: 

I. Revoking. or suspending.,Vooatlonul Nurse License Ni11nber VN 180494, issued to 

O~bra Ly1u1 Newkil'k, aka D~bra Lai·sen, aka Debra Strnnge, aka De.b1•a Miles . 

2. Orderin15 Debra Lynn Newkirk to pay the Boru•d ofVoc~1tlonal Nmsing m1d 

Psychiatric Technicians t11e reaso1mble. costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case,' . . .. 

pursuant to Business and P1:ofesslona Code section l25.3; . 

3. T~king suoh other ru1d further action tm deemed neoessa1·y m1d proper, 

~ATED:eJ5/<ff/d/_)//o_· _· :· C~:;:::;-~~~!:?.::~·~~=--·---·_::::;._. ___ . 
KAMEKA BROWN, Pfii5. MBA, NP 
Exoout!vo Oftioot• 

LA2015604436 
52066261.doo . 

Boa11d of Vooat!onal Nursing and Psyohi!rt1fo Toolmiolans 
DepartmoJrt ,of Cons\ltMJ' Aft'ah:s 
Stato of Callfomla 
Complat:ianf 
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