BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matier of the First Amended)

Accusation Against: - ).
.

LENTON JOBY MORROW, M.D.) ‘ ‘Case No. 800-2013-000363

)
" Physician's and Surgeon's ) -

“Certificate No. A97241 ) )
. )
Respondent )
: )

DECISION

The attached Stipulated Surrender 6f License and Disciplinary Order
is hereby adopted as the Decision and Order of the Medical Board of
California, Department of Consumer Affairs, State of California.

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on November 28, 2017

IT IS SO ORDERED November 21, 2017 .

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

'. By /M /MW

Kimberly rchmeyer
Executive Dlrector




e o W N

o =1 &

10
11
12

13

14
15
16
17
18
19

.. 20

21
2
23
Y

25

26

27

28

R =]

XAVIER BECERRA
Attorney General of California
ALEXANDRA M, ALVAREZ
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
JANNSEN TAN .
Deputy Attorney General
State Bar No. 237826 :
1306 I Street, Suite 125
P.O. Box 944255 -
Sacramento, CA 94244-2550
Telephone: (916) 445-3496
Facsimile: (916) 327-2247
Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE - |
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA -
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
‘STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the First Amended Accusation Case No. 800-2013-000363
Against: : i

. OAH No. 2016110096
LENTON JOBY MORROW, M.D. ) :

4378 Auburn Blvd., Ste. 100 STIPULATED SURRENDER OF
Sacramento, CA. 95841 . | LICENSE AND DISCIPLINARY ORDER
Physician's and.Surgeon's Certlficate No. A
97241

-'Respondent.

ITIS ;HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties. to the above-
entitled proceedings that the following matters are true: -
. 'PARTIES
1. Kimberly Kirchmeyer (Complajnant) is the Executive Director of the Medical Board
of'California (Board). She brought this action solely in her official capacity and is represented in
this matter by Xavier Bec’érrq, Attorney General of the State of California, by -J annsen Tan,

Deputj} Aftorney General, -
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_ 1. Respondent Lenton Joby Morrow, M.D. (Respondent) is represented in this
proceeding by attorney Mitchell Green, Esq., whose address is: 50 California St., 34th F1.
San Francisco, CA 94111

2. On or about September 8, 2006, the Board issued Physician's and Surgeon's

Certificate No. A 97241 to Lenton Joby Morrow, M.D. (Respondenf). The Physician's and

Surgeon's Certificate was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought in
Accusation No. 800-2013-000363, and will expire on January 31, 2019, unless renewed.
. JURISDICTION

3.  The First Amended Accusation No. 800-2013-000363 (Accusation) was filed before
thé Board, and is cuirently pendihg against Respondent. The Accusation and all ofher statdtorily
required documents were properly served on Respondent on October 21, 2016. Respondent
timely filed his Notice of Defense contesting the Accusation.
| 4. A copy of Accusation No. 800-2013-000363 is atte;ched as exhibit A and incorporated
hérein by reference. |

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS

5. Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the _
charges and allegations in Acéusation No. 800-2013-000363. Respondent also has carefully‘ read,
fully discussed with counsel, and understands the effects of this Stipulated Surrender of License
and Order. . -

6. Respondent is fully aware of his legal rights in this matter, including the right to a
Bearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to confront and cross-examine
the witnesses against him; the right to piesent evidence and to testify on his own behalf; the right
to the issuance of subpoenas to cofnpel thé attendance of witnesses and the production of

documents; the right to reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other

rights accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws, having

been fully advised of the same by his attorney of record, Mitchell Green, Esq.
7. Having the benefit of counsel, Respondent hereby voluntarily, knowingly, and

infelligently waives and gives up each and every right set forth hereby above.

2
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CULPABILITY

8. Respondent does not contest that, at an administrative hearing, complainantv'could .
establish a prima facze case with respect to the charges and allegations contained in the First and
Second Causes of Discipline in Accusation No 800-201 3-000363 and that he has thereby
subjected his license to disc1phnary action, '

9. Respondent understands that by signing this etipulation he enables the Executive
Directorv of the Medieal Board to issue an order accepting the surrender of his Physician's and
Surgeon's License No. A 97241 on behalf_‘ of the B'oard, without fnrther notice or opportunity to
be heard. . ' |

10. Respondent agrees that if he ever petitions for reinstatement of his/her Physician's
and Surgeon's Cer‘tiﬁcate No. A 97241, all of the charges and allegations contained in the First
and Second Causes of Disc1p11ne in the Accusation No. 800-2013- 000363 shall be deemed true, .
correct and fully admitted by Respondent for purposes of that reinstatement proceeding or any

other licensing proceeding involving Respondent in the State of California. However, the -

" allegations may be deemed to be true, correct and fully admitted by Respondent solely for the

purposes of the Board’s determination as to whether to grant or deny the petition or other

requested licensing action and may not and are not intended to be admissions in any other -

\ nrooeeding.' For good cause shown, Responcient may apply for reinstatement of his license at

anytime that is at least two years fro_m the effective date of the surrender.

" RESERVATION

11. The admissions made by Respondent herein are only for .tile purposee of .this _
proceeding,er any other proceedings in which r-the Medical Board of California or other
professional licensing agency is involved, and shall not be admissible in any otller criminal or
civil proeeeding. - -

CONTINGENCY

2. Business and Professions Code section 2224, subdivision (b), provides, in pertinent

part, that the Medical Board “shall delegate to its executive director the authority to adopt a .

stipulation for surrender of a license.”

3
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3; This Stipuliated‘Si.lrrehdeI.of License and Disciplinary ‘Order shall be suhject fo
approval of the Executive Director on behalf of the Medical Board. The parties agree that this
Sﬁpulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order shall be subrriitted to the Exeeuﬁve
Director fosher ._cons.ideration in the above-entitled matter and, forther, that the Exeoutive

Director shall have a reasonable period of time in which to consider and act on this Stipulated

Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order after receiving it. By signing this si:ipulati’on,

Respondent fully uhderstands and agrees that he may no_'t.withdraw his agreement or seek to
rescind this stipulation prior to the time the Executive Difector_, on behalf of the Medical Board,
cons1ders and acts upon 1t | .‘

4.  The parties agree that this Stxpulated Surr ender of Llcense and stmplmary Order
shall be null and void and not binding upon: the parties unless approved and.adopted by the
Exeeutive'Director on behalf of the Board except for this paragraph, v'vhioh shall remain in qu.
force and effect. Respondent fully understands and agrees that in deciding’ whether or not to
approve and adopt-this Stlpulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order, the Executlve

Director and/or the Board may receive oral and written communications from its staff and/or the

. Attorney General’s Office. Communications pursilant to this paragraph shall not disqualify the

Executive Director, the Board, any member thereof, and/or any other person from future

|| participation in this or any other matter affecting or involving Resperident. In the event that the

" Executive Director on behalf of the Board does not, in her discretion, approve and adopt this

Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order, with the exception of this paragraph it
shall not become effective, shall be of no evidentiary Value whatsoever and shall not be relied
upon or mtxoduced in any dlselphnary action by e1the1 party hereto. Respondent further agrees
that should this Stipulated Surrender of License and Dlse1p111_1ary Order be rejected for any reason
by the Executive Director on behalf of the Board, Respondent will ass'eht no claim that the
E;{ecutive Director, the Board, or any member thereof, was prejudiced by its/hisiher review,
discussion and/or consideration of thig Stipulated Surrerider of License and Disciplinary Order or

of any matter or matters related hercto,

) 2z
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ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS

13, This Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order is intended by the parties
herein to be an intégrated writiﬁg fepresenting the complete, final an& exclusive embodiment of
the agreements of the parties in the above-entitled matter, _

14, -The parties aéree that copies of this Stipulated Surrender of Licepg.é and Disciplinary |
Order, including copies of the signafures of the parties, may be used in lieu of original documents
and signatures and, further, that such copies and signamres shall _ha’ire the same force and effect as
originals. | .

15, In qonsideratioil of the foregoiné admissions and stipulations, the parties agree the
Executive Director of the Mediéal Board may, without further notice to or opportunity to bé heard
by Responcient, issue and enter the following Disciplinary Order on behalf of the Board:

| ORDER -

ITIS HEREBY ORDERED that Physician's and Surgeon 8 Cemﬂcate No. A 97241 issyed
to Respondent is surrendered and accepted by the Medical Board of California.

1. The surrender of Respondent’s Physician's and Surgeon's License No. A-97241 and

the acceptance of the surrendered license by the Board shall constitute the imposition of

-discipline against Respondent. This stipulation constitufes_ arecord of the discipline and shall

become a part of Respondent’s license history with the Medical Board of California.

2., Respondent shall lose all rights and ;‘)-ri_vileges_fas a Physician and Surgeon in

.Ca'lifornia as of thc cffective date of the Board’s Decision aﬁd Order.

_ 3. " Respondent shall cﬁusé to be delivered to the Board his poc:ket license and, if one was
issued, his wall certificate 6n or before the effective date of the Decision and Order.

' 4, If Resﬁondenf: ever files an application for licensure or apetition for reinstatement in |
the State of California, the Board shall treat it as a petition for reinstatement. Respondent.n'lu-st
c.:omp}y- witl';, éll'the Taws, regulétions and procedures for reinstatement 6f‘a revoked license in
eff.ect_‘at the time the petition is filed, and all of the f;harges and alleéations contained in the First
and Second Causes of Discipline in the Accusation No. 800-2013-000363 shall be ‘deemed‘fo be .

true, correct and fully admitted by Respondent when the Board determines whether to grant or

5
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deny the petition, However, the allt;gations may be deemed to be true, corre‘cf and fully admitted '

2 || by Respondent solely for the purposes of the Board's determinatlon a3 to whether to grant or deny
3 || the petition and may not be used and are not intended to be admissmns in any nther proveeding,
4 5.~ If Respondent should ever apply or reapply for a new iicense or certification, or
5 petmon for rcinstatemcnt of a license, by any other health carg hccnsmg agency in the State of
& || California, all of the charges and allegations contained in the Flest and Second Causes of
;7 Dismp]me in the Acousation, No. 800-2013-000363 shal be doemed to be Irue, correot, and ful]y
' 8 {| admitted by Respondent for the purposs of any Statement of Issues or any other proceeding
"ol seakiné t6 deny or restrict Iicensure. Howevér the aliege.tions may be delcr'ned to be trué, cc;rrect -
| .!0 and fully admitted by Respondent solely for the purposes of the Board's determination agto
| i whether to-grant or deny the petltlon and may not be used and are not intended to be admlssions
[2- in any other proceedmg ' )
al ACCEPTANCE'
14 [ have carefully read the above Stipulated Surrender and Disclplmary Order and have fully, |
157 dlscussed it with my attorney, M jtchell Greon, Bsq. | undetstand the st1pufatlon and the effect it" -
16 |j will have on my Phymclan 8 and Surgeon's Certificate. T enter mto this Stipulated Settlement and
.17 Disciplinary Order voluntanly, know:ngly, and inte]hgently, and agree to be bound by the
18 || Decision and Order of the Medmal Board of Callfomla . ‘
19 -
20| DATED: / / b / Wit MS
2l IEWBY MORROW, M.D. .
22 I have read and tully discuséed with Respondent Lenton Joby Morro\w_', ML.D. the terms and
23 || conditions and other matters contained in the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Ordelr.
24 || 1 approve its-form and content, i . ’ ) .
25 |. DATED;  ampotr - " Vdketetty (nguw -
' T MITCHELL GREEN, ESQ.
26 Attorney for Respondent .
.'v,- ' ”
28

ENDGRSEMENT. |
6
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Thc foregoing Stipulated Settiement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully

submitted for cons1deratmn by the Medwai Board of California

Dated: } Respeotfully submitted,
4/ 6/ 217 - POty

XAVIER BECERRA
Attorney General of California
ALBXAI_J[J_BA M. ALVAREZ

eputy Aﬁyé?en eral

JANNSENTAN
,f’ ‘quuty Attorney General
‘ : Atlorneys for Complalnant
" .

$A2016302297
32528389.ddcx
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Exhibit A

First Amended Accusation No. 800-2013-000363
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: MEDIg}tT%DF gALIFORNIA
I{AMALA D. I‘IARR]S‘ L B AR 'QF GAUFORN'A
Attorney General of California - SACRAMENTO_OcA-=-1 20 \(L
ALBXANDRA M. ALVAREZ BY 10 B g 1l SANALYST
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
JTANNSEN TAN .
Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 237824

| California Department of Justice

1300 I Street, Suite 125

P.O, Box 944255
Sacramento, CA 94244-2550
Telephone: (916)445-3496
Facsimile: (916) 327-2247

Attorneys for Complainant

_ BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

" Sacramento, CA 95841

gl the Matter of the First Amended Accusation Case No. 800-2013-000363
gainst:

LENTON JOBY MORROW M.D.
4378 Auburn Blvd. STE 100

FIRST AMENDED ACCUSATION

Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No, A97241

Respondent.

Cornplainant allcges.:
PARTIES

| 1. Kimberly Kirchmeyer (Complaiﬁant) brings this First Am_ende'd Accusation selely in

" her official capacity as the Executive Director of the Medical Board of California, Department of

Consumer Affairs (Board)

2. Onor about September 8, 2006, the MBleEI.[ Board issued Physwmn 8 and Surgeon’s
Certificate No. A97241 to Len_ton Joby Morrow M.D. (Respondent). The Physician’s and _
Surgeon’s Certificate No. A97241 was m full force and effect at all times relevlant to the charges
brought herein'and will expite on February 28, 2018, unless renewed.

1
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JURISDICTION

3, This First Amended Accusation is brought before the Board under the authority of .
the followmg laws. All section references are to the Business and Professmns Code (Code)
unless otherwise mdlcated

4, Section 2227 of the Code states:

“(a) A licensee whose matter has been heard by an administeative law judge of the Medical
Quality Hemring Panel ag designated in Section 11371 of the Government Cdde, or whose -default
has been entered, and who is found guilty, or who has entered into.a stipulation for disciplinary
action witﬁ the board, may, in accordanc.e with the provisions of this chapter:

“(1) Have his' or her license revoked upon order of the board.

“(2) Have his or her right to practice suspended for a period not to exgeéd one year upon
ordet of the board.

“(3) Be placed on probation and be required to pay the costs o‘f probation monitoring upon
ordst of the board. | ' | |

“(4) Be publicly reprimanded by the board. The public reprimand may include a
requirement that the licensee complete relevant educational courses apl?l'nved by the board.

.“(5) Have any other action taken in relation to discipline as part of an order of probation, as
the boa‘.rd or an administrative law judge may deem proper.

*“(b) Any matter heard pursvant to subdivision (a), except for warning -letfers; medical
review or advisory conferences, professional compstency examinations, continuing education
aciivities, éﬁd cost reimbutsement asso;ciated therewith that are agreed to with the board and
suceessfully completed by the licensee, or other matters m.ade confidential or privileged by
existing law, is deemed publie, and shall be made available to the public by the board pursuant to.
Section 803.1.”

5. Section 2234 of the Code, states:

“The board shall take action against any licensee who is charged with uni)rofessional

conduct. In.addition to other provisions of this article, unprofessional conduct includes, but is not |

limited to, the following:

First Amended Acousation NO. 800-2013-000363
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“(a) Violating or atternpting to violate, dircoﬂy- or indirectly, assisting in or abeiting the

violation of, or conspiring to violate any provision of this chapter.

“(B)-Gross hegli gence,

- “(c) Repeated negligent acts, To be repeated, there must be two or move negligent acts or

- omissions. An initial neghgent act or omission followed by a separate and dlstmct departure from

the apphcable standald of care shall constitite ﬂepeated negligent acts.

“(1) An initial neghgent diagnoms followed by an act or omission medically appropriate

| for that negligent diagnosis of the patient shall constitute a single negligent act.

“(2) When the standard of care requireé a change in the cﬁaénosis, act, or omission that
constitutes the negiigént act desqﬁbed in paragraph (1), includiﬁg, but not limited to, a |
recvaluation of the diagnosis or a change in treatment, and the licensee's conduet departs from the .
applicable standard of eare, each departure constitutes a separate and distinct breach of the
standard of care. -

*(d). Incompetence

“(e) The commisston of any act mvolvmg ishonesty or corruptism Whlch is substantlally
related to the quahﬁcatlons functions, or duties of a physician and surgeon,

“(f) Any action or conduct which would have warranted the denial of a certificate.

“(g) The practice of medicine from this state into another state or country without meeting
the legal requirements of that st.-ate or country for the practice of medicine. ASectic:m 2314 shall not
apply to this subdivision, Tﬁis subdivisilonl shéll_beconie ope,r‘ativc: upon the implementation of the| .
proposed registration program described in Section 2052.5. ‘

“(h) The repeatecl failure by a certit"tcﬁte holdér, in the absence of good cause, to attend and
pat'tlmpate in an interview by the board. This subdivision shall only apply to a ceruﬁcate holder -
who is the subjeot of an investigation by the board.”

6. Seciion 726 of the Code states:

" “The commission of any act of sexual abuse, misconduct, or relations with a patient, client,

ot pugtomer constitutes unprofessional cenduct and grounds for discip]in'ary ao;_tion for any

First Amonded Accusation NO. 800-2013-000363
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petson lidené ed undcr.this division, under any initiative act referred to in this division and under
Chapter 17 (commencing with Section 5000) of Division 3.

“This section shall not apply to sexual contact between a physician and Surgeon and hig or
her spouse or petson in an equwalent domestlc relatlonshlp when that physmlan and surgeon

provides medical treatment, other than psychotherapeutlc {reatment, to his or her spouse or person

1n an equivalent domestic relationship,”

7. Section 729 (a) of the Code stétes:_
“Any physician and surgeon, psychotherapist, alcohol and drug abuse counselor or any”’
person holding himself.or herself out to be a physician and surgeon, psychotherapist, or alcohol

and drug abuse counselor, who engages in an act of sexual intercourse, sodomy, oral copulation,

or sexual contact with a patient or client, or with a former patient or client when the relationship

was terminated primarily for the purpose of engaging in those acts, unless the physician and

surgeon, psychotherapist, or alcohol and drug abuse counselor has referred the patient or client to

.an independent and objective physicim_i'and surgeon, psychotherapist, or alcohol and drug abuse

counselot recommended by a third-party physician aﬁd surgeon, psychotherapist, or alcohol and
drug abusé.couﬁselor foir treatment, is guilty of sexual exploitation by a physician and surgeon,
psychotherapist, or alcohol and drug abuse counselor.

.“. . '.” . | .

8. Section 725 of the Code sfates:

““(a) Repeated acts of clearly excessive prescribing, furnishing, diépensing, or administerhxg
of drugé or treatméﬁt, tepeated acts of ol eariy excessive use of diagnostie procedures, or repeated
acts of clearly excessive use of diagnostic or treatment facilitics as determined by the stapdard of
the community of licensees is unprofessional conduct for a physician and surgeon, dentist,
podiatist, psychologist, physical therapist, chiropra(':tor, optormetrist, speech-language
pathologist, or audiologist. |

~(b) Any person who engages in repeated acts of cleau]y excessive preseribing or
administering of drugs or treatment is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of.

not less than one hundred doltars ($100) nor more than six hundred dollars ($600), or by

4
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imprisonment for a tetm of not less than 60 days nor more than 180 days, or by both that fine and
imprisonment. ‘

* *(c) A practitioner who has a medical basis for prescribing, furnishing, dispensing, or
administering dangerous drugs or prescriptibn controlied substances shall not be subject to
disciplinary action or pmseéution under this section.

"(d) No physician and surgeon shall be subject to disciplinary action pursuant to this section

for treating infractable pain in .compliance with Section 2241.5.”

DRUGS AT ISSUE
9. . Phentermine is a. psg/chnstimulant drug of the substituted amphetamine chemical
class with pharmacology similar to amphetamine. It is used medically as an appetite suppressant
for shdrt term use, as an adjunct to exercise and 'reducing @orie intake. Itisa Schedule v

centrolled substance pursuant to Health and Safety Code section 11057, subdivision (f), and a

.dangetous drug pursuant to Business and Professions Cade section 4022,

10. Hydrocodone, brand name Norco, among others, is a semi-synthetic opioid derived

- from codeine. It is oc}mmoﬁ:lly used in combination with: Acetarninophen, Ifis a Schedule II

controlled substance pursuant to Health and Safety Code 11053, subdivisien (b), and a dangerous |
drug pursuant fo Busiuess and Professions Code section 4022.

11. Lotazepam, brand name Ativan, is a benzodiazepine drug used to treat amxiety
disorders, Itisa Sohedqle IV controlled sﬁbsi‘ancc purguant to Health and Safety Code section
11057, subdivision (d), and a dangérous drug rpm'snaint to Business and Professions Code section
4022, | |

12.  Diazepam, brand néme Valium, is a benzodiazepine drug used to treat a wide ;ange_of
conditions, including anxiety, panic attacks, insomnia, seizures (including status epilepticus),
muscle spasts (such ag in fefanus cages), restless leg syndrome, alcohol withdrawal,
benzodiézepine withdrawal, opiate withdrawal syndrome and Ménidre's discase. Itisa Sch-edule
TV controlled substance pursuant to Health and Safety Code section 11057, subdivisi’on (d),and a
dangerous drug pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 4022, '

1
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© 13, Buphrenorphine is a semi- syn’rheuc opmld Itis used to treat opioid addwtmn in
hlgher dosages, to control moderate acute pam in n011-0p101d-tolcrant individuals in lower
dosages and to control moderate chronic pam in even smaller doses, It i isa Schedule 11T

controlled substance u11de1 the Controlled Substanccs Act, and a dangerous drug pursuant to

Business and Professions Code section 4022.

14, Methadose is a synthétic opioid. It is used medically as an analgesic and a
mainfenance anti—a&dictivé- and reductive preparation for use by patients with opioid dependeuce

Itis a Sehedule I contmlled substance pursuant.to Health and Safety Code 11055, subdivision

(c),and a dangerous drug pursuant to Business and Professwns Code section 4022,

15, Fentanyl, brand name Duragesm is a potent, synthetxc opioid analgesic with arap1d
onset and short duration of action nsed for pain. It is a Schedule II controlled substanoe pursuant
1o Health and Safety Code 11055, subdivision (¢), and a dangerous drug ’pur_suant to Business and.
Professions Cede section 4022, ' |

16. - Oxycudone'is a semi-synthetic opioid. It is an analgesic generally indicated for relief
of moderate to saveré pain. Ttise Schedu.le 11 controlled subste.uce pursuant to Health and Safety

Code 11055, subdivision (b), and a dangerous drug pursuant to Business and Professions Code

: sectlon 4022,

17 Alprazolam brand name Xanax, isa short—astmg anxiolytic of the benzodiazepine

class of psychoactwe drigs used for treatment of panic- dmordal and anxiety disorders, ftis a .

| Schedule IV controfled substance pursuant to Health and Safety Code section 11057, subdmsmn

(d), and a dangerous drug pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 4022, -

18 Carlsoprodol, brand name Soma, is a centrally acting skeletal muscle relaxant.
Effoctive January 11, 2012, it was reclassified from a ndnuco'ntrulled substance o a Federal
Scheduile v cqnt_rulled substemce pursuant to the Controlléd Substances Act. It is a dangerous
drug pursuant fo Business and Professions Code section 4022. _

19.  Lorazepam is a benzodiazepine medic‘aﬁon used tu treat anxiety disorc'le;rs, troubic

;s1cep'mg, and active seizures. Ii is a Schedule IV controlled substance pursuant

I

First-Amended Ascusation NO. 800-2013-000363




B

—

-TE- RS - L. B S P S

i~ [ T L o e e
BN BN REREREERSSSE SRS S

o Health and Safet:y Code section 1 1057, subdivision (d), and a dangerous drug pursuant to
Business and Professions Code éection 4022

. 20.  Clonazepam is an anti-anxiety medication in the benzodiazei)ine family, Itisa
Schedule IV conirolled substance pursuant to Héalth and Safety Code section 11057, subdivision |
{d), and a dangerous dr;g pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 4022,

21, Mo‘rbhim, sold under different trade names, is an opiold analgesic drug. K is the malti1_1'
psychoactive chemical 'in opium. Like other opioids, such as oxycédone, hydrom-urph'one and
heroin, morphine acts dn'ecﬂy on the ccntlal nervous systein (CNS} to relieve pain, Itisa
Schedule IT controlled substance pursuant to Health and Safety Code 11055, subd1v1s1on (b) and

a dangerous drug pursuant to Busmess and Professions Code section 4022

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

" (Sexual Abuse, Miseonduét, and/or Re]ation-l’.atient NM) .
22. Respondent’s license is subject fo disciplinty.action under septions 2227, 2234, 726,

and 729 (a), of the Code, in that he engaged in sexual abuse, misconduct, and/or relatmn w1th hlS
patient, Patient N.M.., as more particularly alleged hereinafter:

23. Patient'N, M was hospitalized at Heritage Oaks Fospital in or about August 2011,
after bemg rushed to the emergonoy department for cutting her wrists and logs supelﬁclally She |
was hospitalized fmm on ot abowt Oetober 25 to November 2, 2011 Dm'mg this tlmc
Respondent saw Patient N.M. as his patient. At the second visit during the treatment period, -
Rcspondent asked her if she masturbated, . ' _

24, -Respondent saw Patient N.M. during mghmme She would be fahgucd from her
prescribed mechcatmns. She was always the last patient, Respondent would play the piano for
families at the hospital. He unld play fhe piano from 10:30~10:45 pm All the other patients-
'woqld be locked down, but Batiént N.M. was allowed to Sta_y. She would curl up on th;a couch
and listen 10 Respondent, :

{1

! Patient and provider names are abbrewated to protect patient conﬁdentlahty Full

' patlent names will be provided upon 10001pf of a Request for Discovery.
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25, Upon her release, Pationt NM continued treatment in an outpatient program under
I—Ierltage Oaks, in Sacramento, CA. - ‘

26. Patient N M: went to the Hentage Qaks outpatlent program for five days from 8:00
a.m, to_‘B‘OO p.am. She then saw iRespondont at_ a place called “Strategies for Change.” '
Respondent ,hed an office at that location. She would see him once a week at around 5:00 p.m,

She was the last patient. As she saw Respondent at his “Strategies for Change” ofﬁoa',‘Patient' _

N.M. folt attracted fo Respondent. Respondent falked to het about seduction and how it couldn’t

be acted upon, despite attraction to one-another, At his ‘_‘Strategies'for Change” office,

Respondent hugged Patient N.M. after apliointrnents. The hugs became longer and then oceurred |

before and after nppointrnents. The hugs progressed to 4 hand on the rear during the hug.

Respondent always had an erection during the hugs and Patient N.M. Would tell him she noticed,
He would tell hel he was a dootor and could not cross boundanes Respondent told hor that there
was an enetgy between them and & conneotmn

27.  In or about January ot Fobruary of 2012 Respondent put his hand down the ﬁ:ont of
Patlent N. M s pants.into her underpants. He touched her genital area, Respondent also
oomphmonted het on her looks. Durlng one appomnnent Respondent tan his hands, np and down
the front of Patient N.M.’s dress. Respondent also kissed Patient N.M. on her Jips. '

28, Onor about-Méu'ch 17, 2012, around 1:00 p.m., Respondent called Patient N.M. over
to his-office. Respondent let her into the office and they hugged, No therapy oocurred during this |
visit. Patient N.M. felt numb and shut down. She had taken marijuana, wine and Klonopin prior
to the visit. Respondent had sexual intercourse with Patient N.M. .

29, Respondent saw Patient N.M. from October of 2011 to November of 2012,
Respondent continued to L:lavo sexual contact with Patient N.M, Respondent would see patients
from 8:00 am. to 12:00 p.m. at his office. At 1:00 p.m., he saw patients at Heritage Qaks.
Respondent Would ekip [unch and his seo;ei‘ary and former pationt would leave. Ile would close
his blindé. Responden;t and Patient.N.M. would sit with her légs on hig lap, After they ﬁonld 7
meet, he would walk out the back of the office and she would walk out the front,

i
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. SECOND CAUSE m DISCIPLINE,
(Repeated Neghgent Acts)

30. Respondent 8 license is subject to dlsclphne: under sections 2227 and 2234, as deﬁned
by sectlon 2234, subdivision (c), of the Code, in that he oommltted repeated negligent acts in his
care and treatment of Patient N.M., as more particularly alleged hereinafter: Paragraphs 22 fo 29,
dbove; are hereby incorporated by reference'nnd i*calléged_u ag if fldly set forth herein.

' '-31 During the period of October 2011 to November 2012, Responderﬂ' presdribed
benzodlazepmes to Patient N M desp1te knowing that Patient N.M, drank 2»3 bottles of wine per
day. Respondent also gave Patlent N.M. and her husband a schedule to tmate her off aloohol and
benzodlazepmes over an 8 week perlod Patient N M. was unable to comply with the schedule. |

32, Atthe outset of Patien_t N.M. tr'eatmenf, Respondent to_ld Patient N.M, and her

' husband that he had applied o boe a provider for their insurance. Ho aliowed Patient N.M. to

dictate her own co-pay. - Patient N.M. and her husband were billéd‘for $5,000 in November 2011,

- Patienf N.M. initially made a.rrangements to pay $150 every two weeks for 33 payments

However, when Pationt N.M. and her husband confronted Respondent Respondent wrote them an
apology letter and refunded the co-pay_s at the end of her treatment.:

33. Respondent’s care and treatment of Patient N.M. depatted from the standard of care
in that; . | . - ‘ - ‘

A. Respondent engaged in sexual abuse, miscanducf, and/or rnlation with. his patient.

B. Respondent overprescribed, and/or i)rescri.bc_sd' benzodiazepines to a patient with
persistent alcohnl intake, 7 |

C. " Respondent failed to treat Patlent N.M.’s alcohol and drug dcpendence appropmatcly

by instructing Patient N.M. and.het husband to 1,1t1aie off alcohol on her own for 8 weeks.

D. Respondent failed to clearly delineate hlS b1111ng He billed mapproprlately He also
failed to cla,nfy that he was not in the netwolk of PatlentN M.’s insurance.
i
HH -
11
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THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
(General Unprofessional Conduct)

34.  Respondent’s license i further subject to disciplinary action under sections 2227 and

. 2234, as defined by section 2234, of the Code, in that he has engaged ‘in .cbnduct which breaches

the rules or ethical code of the medical profession, or conduct which is unbecoming to a member
in good standmg of the medical professmn, and. ‘which dernonstrafes an unfitness to practme

medicine, as more particularly alleged i in paraglaphs 23 tInough 33, above, which ate hereby

Amcorporated by reference and realleged as if fully set forth herem

FOURTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
~ (Gross Negligencei

35.  Respondent’s license is subject to disciplinary action under éectioﬁs 2227 and 2_234,
as defined by section 22_34, subdivision (b), of the Code, in that he c(;;mmitted grossly negli'g_ent
acts in his care and treatment of Patients K.L., T.G., R.I. an& S.M., as more parti;:ularly alleged |
hereinafter: - N | :
Patient K.L., 7

36, Patient K.L. sa;ﬁv‘ Respondent after a éuicigie attempt and Wz;s ciiagnosed with Major

Depression, ﬁbr(;myalgia pain syndtome and physiologie opioid dependence, She was {reated
With the following conirolled substancew Fentanyl, hydrocodone, ﬁhcntérmin_e, clonazepam,
oxycodone buprenorphme, and alprazolam. l‘ |

37. During the perlod of January to Dacember of 2012, Respondent prcscrlbed a variety
of -qplates to Patient K.L. that wete excessive and unmonifored, Respondent wrote refills without
be,iﬁg aware of the amount his patient was taking. Reépondent’s dociimentation did not inatch his
actual prescr-iptio%is for controllad substances. | '

38. Inor about October of 2012 Patient KL received 498 pills of hydrocodoneé 10 hlé/
apap 325 Iﬁg preseribed by i{espondént and also 120 mg of the same medication presai‘ibed by
other doctots, The preécribed acetaminophen dosage during October 2012 exceeded the

recoﬁméﬁdgd daily maximum dosage. Respondent failed to check CURES feports and féiled to

10

First Amended Accusation NO, 800-2013-000363




L

@ ~a v th b

10
10

12

13

14

15

16
17
18

- 19
20

21
22
23

‘04
25

26

27

28

notice the large amount of acetaminopﬁen he was presorioing and the fact Patient K.L. was

getting the same medication from other providers.

39, Respondent documented that Patient K.L. had received opioids from other prowders

- and noted that if Patient K. L. contlnues, he was going to discharge her as a patient. Respondent :

eontmued to preseribe to Patxent K.L. despite her oontlnued conduct.

40, Respondent presenbed fentanyl patches and hydrooodone to Patient K.L. for pain
management Respondent fatled fo enterinto a pain contract with Patient K.L. ' |

41. On or around Febmary 27, 2014 Respondent noted that Patient K.L: may need “Pam
eonsult if no improvement or at least manageable® but never made such a roferral. -

42, Onoraround October 12, 2015, Respondent notcd the lack of objective studles in his
record “ talked with her about getting an MRL She has aetua]ly never had her baek problem
reeyaluated past the initial MRI from a car accident several years ago. We should certamly do
fhat to determine whether or.not thereis a justifiable cause for continuing ehronic analgesics like
this.” Respondent failed to get a pain consult and/or failed to order an MRI, |

43, During the treatment period, Respondent never considered that Patient K.L. had a
substanoe-abuse disorder. |
Patient T.G, ) | o A

44, Respondent treated Peﬁent T.G.‘during the petiod of 2011 to 2013: Resnondent
dtagnosed Pauent T3, with bipolar disorder type 2 and oplate dependence He was treated with
the followmg controlled substances: bnprenorphme alprazolam, cansoplodol and diazepam.

45; - During the coutse of Pattent T.G.’s treatment with buprenorphine and -
buprenot phlne/no,loxone Respondent prescribed Alprazolam and Carisoprodol. Respondent
f'uled to consider alternatwe non-addictive medications in a,pauent sui'felmg froln opiate
dependenee

* 46, Onor about January 2013, Patient T.G, forged a ptesenptlon for hydroeodone from.

Respondent. Respondent dlsoove_xjed the forgery in March 2013. I{esp_ondent.-feﬂed {o adequately

monitor the treatment of & patient with opfate depéndence.
' i
11
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Patlent R.J.

47, Respondent has tleated Pat1ent R.J, since 2012. Respondent dlagnosed Patient R.J.
with bipolar disorder, alcoholism and chronic pain. Respondent treated Patient R.J. w1th
hydrocodon_e, diazepam, lorazepam, methadone, morphine, oxycodone, and zolpidem.

48, Respondent failed to consider alternatives and p’fesaribed lorazepam and zolpidem
which are both contraindicated in the treatment of patients with substance abuse disorder.
Patient S.M. | |

49, Respondent has treated Patient S.M. since 2012, Respondent diagnosed Pationt S.M,

with major depression, generalized aﬁxiety disorder and opioid dependence. Respondent treated

Patient S.M. with lorazepam, buprenorphine, carisoprodol, diazepam, and oxycodone,

30.  Respondent prescribed buprenarphine for pain; lorazepam, a benzodiazepine, and,
carisoprodol, which is a sedafing addictive muscle relaxant, Patient S.M, was also getting
controlled substances from a numb;akr of othef providets. Respondent makes orie note of her
getting alpra;olam from another provider and the need to c.liscuss this with her but Respondent
failed to'follo'm;r—up.' Respondent failed to discontinue prescribing lorazepam. -

| EIFTIL CAUSE FOR DISCIPLING
{Repeated Ncgllgent ‘Acts)

51, Re'sp'bndent’s license is subject to discipline under sections 2227 and 2234, as defined
by section 2234, subdivision (c), of the Code, in that be committed repeated vegligent acts in his
care and treatment of Patients K.L., T.G., RJ and §.M. as more particﬁlaﬂy alleged hereinafler:
Paragrephs 35 ’éo 50, above, are hereby incérporated by reference and realleged as if fully set
forth herein, ’ -
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PRAYER

WI—IBREFORE Complaitiant requests that a heanng be held on the matiers herein alleged
and that fo]lowmg the hearing, the Medical Board of California i issue a decision:

. Revoking or suspending Physician’s and Surgeon s Certificate No, A9724], 1ssued to
Res-pondent Lenton Joby Monjow, MD. |

2 Revoking, suspending or denying approval of Respondent Lenton Jobjr Morrow,
M D.’s authonty to supervise physwlan assistants, pursuant to section 3527 ofthe Code, )

3. Ordermg Respondent Lenton Joby Monow, M.D,, if placed on probation, to pay the
Board the costs of Probation monitoring; and '

4, Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper,

DATED: October 21, 2016

Executive Diredtor -
Medical Board of California
Department of Consumer Adffairs
State of California

Complainant

SAZ2016301746 / 32622826.doc
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