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BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

AMY ELIZABETH MILLER a.k.a., Case No. 2017-407 
AMY ELIZABETH BROWN 

OAH No. 2017020059 

Registered Nurse License No. 573078 

Res ondent. 

DECISION AND ORDER 

PursLIant to Title 16 of the California Code of Regulations, section 1403, 

the attached Stipulated Settlement is hereby adopted by the Board of Registered 

Nursing as its Decision and Order in the above-entitled matter. 

T.his Decision shall become effective on _ .....A"'p_nc.:..l_l_-'r_'1-_,_._W_)--'7_.___ 
1 

IT IS SO ORDERED this )'6'fh 
day of_,.,.Af1-t_J.,_1_Q.,_0_\7______ 

( //Joseph'or~MSN, RN 
i'Y Executive Officer 

Board of Registered Nursing 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
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XAVIER BECERRA 
Attorney General ofCallfornia 

2 DIANN SOKOLOFF 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

3 GREGORY Tuss 
Deputy Attorney General 

4 State Bar No. 200659 
1515 Clay Street, 20th Floor 
P.O. Box 70550 
Oakland, CA 94612-0550 

6 Telephone: (510) 879-1005 
Facsimile: (5 J0) 622-2270 

7 Allorneys.for Complainant 

8 BEFORETHE 
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 

9 DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

11--------------~ 
ll In the Matter ofthe Accusation Against: 

12 AMY ELIZABETH MILLER 

13 
a.k.a. Amy Elizabeth Brown 
1441 Foss Road 

14 
Kneeland, CA 95549 

Registered Nurse License No. 573078, 

16 
Respondent. 

17 

Case No. 2017-407 
OAR No. 2017020059 

STIPULATED SURRENDER OF 
LICENSE AND ORDER 

18 IT TS STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-entitled 

19 proceedings that the following matters are true: 

PARTIES 

21 1. Complainant Joseph L. Morris, Ph.D., M.S.N., R.N., is the Executive Officer of 

22 tl1e Board of Registered Nursing (board). He brought this action solely in his official capacity 

23 and is represented in this matter by Xavier Becerra, Attorney General ofthe State ofCalifornia, 

24 and Gregory Tuss, Deputy Attorney General. 

2. Respondent Amy Elizabeth Miller, a.k.a. Amy Elizabeth Brown, 1s represented in 

26 this proceeding by attorney Amelia P. Burroughs, whose address is Janssen Malloy LLP, 730 5th 

27 Street, Eureka, CA 9550 I. 

28 3. On or about October 18, 2000, the board issued Registered Nurse License No. 

1 

Stipulated Surrender of l,jcense {Case No.2017*407) 
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573078 to respondent. This registered nurse license expired on July 31, 2012, and has not been 

renewed. 

JURISDICTION 

4. Accusation No. 2017-407 was filed before the board and is currently pending 

against respondent. The accusation and all other statutorily required documents were properly 

served on respondent on December 7, 2016. Respondent timely filed her notice of defense 

contesting the accusation. A copy of Accusation No. 2017-407 is attached as exhibit 1 and 

incorporated by reference. 

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS 

5. Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the 

charges and allegations in Accusation No. 2017-407. Respondent also has carefully read, fully 

.discussed with counsel, and understands the effects of this Stipulated Surrender of License and 

Order. 

6. Respondent is fully aware of her legal rights in this matter, including the right to a 

hearing on the charges and allegations in the accusation; the right to confront and cross-examine 

the witnesses against her; the right to present evidence and to testify on her own behalf; the right 

to the issuance of subpoenas to compel the attendance ofwitnesses and the production of 

documents; the right to reconsideration and court review ofan adverse decision; and all other 

rights accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws. 

7. Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and 

every right set fmth above. . 

CULPABILITY 

8. Respondent admits the truth ofeach and every charge and allegation in Accusation 

No. 2017-407, agrees that cause exists for discipline, and surrenders her Registered Nurse 

License No. 573078 for the board's fmmal acceptance. 

9. Respondent understands that by signing this stipulation she enables the board to 

.issue _an order accepting the surrender ofher registered nurse license without further process. 

/// 
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CONTINGENCY 

lO. Th[s stipulation shall be subject to approval by the board. Respondent understands 

and agrees that counsel for complainant and the staff of the board may communicate directly with 

the board regarding this stipulation and surrender, without notice to or participation by respondent 

or her counsel. By signing the stipulation, respondent understands and agrees that she may not 

withd,dW her agreement or seek to rescind tho stipulation prior to the time the board considers . 

and acts upon it. If the boar<! fails to adopt this stipulation as its Decision and Order, the 

Stipulated Sun·ender and Disciplinary Order shall be of no force or effect except for this 

paragraph, it. shall be inadmissible in any legal action between the parties, and the board shall not 

be disqualified from further action by having considered this matter. 

I J. The parties understand and agree that pmtable documentformat (PDF) and 

facsimile copies of this Stipulated Surrender of License and Order, including PDF and facsimile 

signatures, shall have the same force and effect as the originals. 

12. This Stipulated Surrender ofLicense and Order is intended by the parties to be an 

integrated writing representing the complete, final, and exclusive embodiment of their agreement . 

It supersedes any and all prior or contemporaneous agreements, understandings, discussions, 

negotiations, and commitments (written or oral). This Stipulated Surrender ofLicense and Order 

may not be altered, amended, modified, supplemented, or otherwise changed except by a writing 

executed by an authorized representative ofeach of the parties. 

13. In cons[deration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that 

the board may, without further notice or formal proceed[ng, issue and enter the following Order: 

ORDER 

rr rs ORDERED that Registered Nurse License No. 573078, issued to respondent Amy 

Elizabeth Miller, a.k.a. Amy Elizabeth Brown, is surrendered and accepted by the Board of 

Registered Nursing. 

1. The surrender of respondent's registered nurse license and the acceptance of the 

surrendered license by the board shall constit11te the imposition of discipline against respondent. 

This stipulation constitutes a record of the discipline and shall become a part ofrespondent's 

3 
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license history with the Board ofRegistered Nursing. 

2. Respondent shall lose all rights and privileges as a registered nurse in California as 

of the effective date of the board's Decision and Order. 

3. Respondent shall cause to be delivered to the board her pocket license and, ifone 

as issued, her wall certificate on or before the effective date of the Decision and Order. 

4. Ifrespondem ever files an application for licensure or a petition for reinstatement 

in the State of California, the board shall treat it as a petition for reinstatement. Respondent must 

comply with all the laws, regulations and procedures for reinstatement ofa revoked license in 

effect at the time the petition is filed, and all of the charges and allegations contained in 

Accusation No. 2017-407 shall be deemed to be true, correct and admitted by respondent when 

the board detennines whether to grant or deny the petition. 

5. If and when respondent's license is reinstated, she shall pay to the board costs 

associated with its investigation and enforcement under Business and Professions Code section 

125.3 in the amount of $4,920.00. Respondent shall be permitted to pay these costs in a payment 

plan approved by the board. Nothing in this provision shall be construed to prohibit the board 

from reducing the amount of cost recovery upon reinstatement ofthe license. 

6. lfrespondent should ever apply or reapply for a new license or certification, or 

petition for reinstatement ofa license, b.y any other health care licensing agency in the State of 

California, all of the charges and allegations contained in Accusation, No. 2017-407 shall be 

deemed to be true, con·ect, and admitted by respondent for the purpose ofany statement of issues 

or any other proceeding seeking to deny or restrict licensure. 

7. Respondent shall not apply for Iicensure or petition for reinstatement for two (2) 

years from the effective date ofthe board's. Decision and Order. 

!ff 
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ACCEPTANCE 

I have carefully read the above Stipulated Surrender of License and Order and have fully 

discussed it with my attorney, Amelia F. Burroughs. I understand tho stipulatidn and the effect it 

will have on my registered nurse license. I enter into this Stipulated Surrender of License and 

Order voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to be bound by the Decision and Order 

of the Board of Registered Nursing. 

DATED: L-j ~ ] ~ ?_,o \. 7 
a.k.a. my ,lizabetl1 Brown 
Respondent 

I have read and fully discussed with respondent Amy Elizabeth Miller, a.k,a. Amy 

Elizabeth Brown, the tenns and conditions and other matters contained in this Stipulated 

Surrender of License and Ordor. I approve its form Ill\ 

DATED: Qi;- O • . :-:) . AMELIA F. BUR~~;~· 

Allorneyfor Respondent 

ENDORSEMENT 

This Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is respectfully subinJtted for consideration 

by the Board of Registered Nursing ofthe Department ofConsumer Affairs. 

Dated: Respectfully submitted, 

XAVIER BECERRA 
Attorney General ofCalifornia 
DIANN SOKOLOFFu~Depmyv;;:; 
Attorneysfo}li,~plaina_nt =~~°"~' 

Sl'2016900578 
90778872.do<> 
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Exhibit 1 

Accusation No. 2017"407 
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1 10\MALAD, HAIUUS 
Attorney General of California 

2 LINDA K, SCIINEIDER 
Senior Assistant Attorney General 

3 DIANN SOKOLOFF 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

4 StateBarNo. 161082 
1515 Clay Street, 20th Floor 

5 P.O. Box 70550 
Oakland, CA 94612-0550 
Telephone: (510) 622-2212 

' Facsimile: (510) 622-2270 
7 

6 

Attorneys for Complainant 

8 BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

10 

11 
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

12 

AMY ELIZABETH MILLER, a.ll.a. AMY 

9 

13 ELIZABETH BROWN ACCUSATION
1441 Foss Road14 
Kneeland, CA 95549 

15 
Registered Nnne License No. 573078 

16 
Respondent.

17 

18 

19 Complainant alleges: 

20 PARTJES 

21 l. Joseph L. Morris, PhD, MSN, RN (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in his 

22 official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Registered Nursing, Department of 

23 Consumer Affairs. 

24 2. On or about October 1~, 2000, the Board ofRegistered Nursing issued Registered 

25 Nurse License Number 573078 to Amy Elizabeth Mi!Jer, also known as Amy Elizabeth Brown 

26 (''Respondent"). The Registered Nurse License expired on July 31, 2012, and has not been 

27 renewed. 

28 /// 
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JUIUSDICTION 

3. This Accusation is brought before the Board ofRegistered Nursing ("Board"), 

Department of Consumer Affairs, under the authority of the following laws. All section 

references are to the Business and Professions Code imless otherwise indicated. 

4. Section 2750 of the Business and Professions Code ("Code") provides, in pertinent 

patt, that the Board may discipline any licensee, including a licensee holding a temporary or an 

inactive license, for any reason provided in Article 3 (commencing with section 2750) ofthe 

Nursing Practice Act. 

5. Section 2764 of the Code provides, in pettinent part, that the expiration of a license 

shall not deprive the Board ofjurisdiction to proceed with a disciplinary proceeding against the 

licensee or to render a decision imposing discipline on the license. Under section 281 l(b) ofthe 

Code, the Board may renew an expired license at any time within eight years after the expiration. 

STATUTORY PROVISIONS 

6. Code section 276 I states, in pertinent part: 

"The board may take disciplinary action against a certified or licensed nurse or deny an 

application for a certificate or license for any ofthe following: 

"(a) Unprofessional conduct, which includes, but is not limited to...." 

7. Code section 2762 states, in pertinent part: 

"In addition to other acts constituting unprofessional conduct within the meaning of this 

chapter [the Nmsing Practice Act), it is unprofessional conduct for a person licensed under this 

chapter to do any of the following: 

"(a) Obtain or possess in violation of law, or prescribe, or except as directed hy a licensed 

physician and surgeon, dentist, or podiatrist administer to himself or herself, or furnish or 

administer to another, any controlled substance as defined in Division 10 (commencing with 

Section 11000) ofthe Health and Safety Code or any dangerous drug or dangerous device as 

defined in Section 4022." 

Ill 

Ill 
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COST RECOVERY 

8, Section 125.3 of the Code pmvides, in pertinent part, that the Board may request the 

administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to have committed a violation or violations of 

the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and 

enforcement ofthe case, with failure of the licentiate to comply subjecting the license to not being 

renewed or reinstated, If a case settles, recovery of investigation and enforcement costs may be 

included in a stipulated settlement. 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

9, Respondent has two arrests as follows: 

a. On or about September 10, 2010, the City ofPhoenix Police Department in Oregon 

State assisted the Siskiyou County Sheriffa Department with a search warrant on Respondent's 

residence. When the sheriffs entered the residence, they located a medium size jar ofmarijuana, 

bongs, pipes, and other drug paraphernalia. They also located a bag ofpsilocybin mushrooms. In 

the garage, a table was set up with a large glass bong, an ash tray, and bits of marijuana on the 

table which could easily be accessed by Respondent's three children. In addition, the sheriffs 

found an unsecured Hi Point 9mm rifle, three pellet rifles, two explosive devices, and a large box 

ofmortar shells (fireworks) in the garage. Respondent and her husband were placed under arrest· 

and transported to the Jackson County Jail for unlawful possession. 

b. On or about August 10, 2013, the Humboldt Cotmty Drng Task Force, with the 

assistance of the North State Marijuana Investigation Team, Humboldt County Sheriffs Office, 

Cal-Fire, Humboldt County District Attorney Investigator, and Department ofFish and Wildlife 

served two search warrants on property owned by Respondent and her husband. A search of 

Respondent's rural property revealed five green houses and 784 growing marij1iana plants; A 

search of respondent's residence revealed a small amount of processed marijuana, an "in-active" 

marijuana growing room upstairs in the residence, above the children's bedroom, eight firearms, 

two ofwhich were assault weapons, a digital scale, and hash oil and related equipment to make 

has.Ii oil. Respondent and her husband were placed under arrest and transported to the Humboldt 
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County Jail and booked for cultivation and possession ofmarijuana, (Health & Safety§§ 11358 

& 11359.) 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 
"(Unprofessional Conduct) 

(Bus. & Prof, Code, §§ 2761, subd, (a)) 

10, Respondent has subjected her registered nurse license to discipline in that she 

engaged in unprofessional conduct, (Bus, & Prof Code,§§ 2761, subd, (a)). The circumstances 

are set forth in paragraph 9 and its subparts, above, 

SECOND CAUSE FORDISCIPLlNE 
(Unprofessional Conduct- Possession ofa Controlled Substance) 

(Bus, &Prof, Code,§§ 2762, subd, (a)) 

11. Respondent has subjected her registered nurse license to discipline in that she was 

arrested for possession of a controlled substance. (Bus, & Prof Code, §§ 2762, subd, (a)). The 

circumstances are set forth in paragraph 9 and its subparts, above. 

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters alleged in this 

Accusation, and that following the hearing, the Board ofRegistered Nursing issue a decision: 

1. Revoking or suspending Registered Nurse License Number 573078, issued to Amy 

Elizabeth Miller, also known as Amy Elizabeth Brown; 

2. Ordering Amy Elizabeth Miller, also known as Amy Elizabeth Brown to pay the 

Board of Registered Nursing the reasonable costs ofthe investigation and enforcement ofthis 

case, pursnant to Business and Professions Code section 125.3; 
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3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessru·y and proper. 

(' JOSEPH L. MORRIS, PHD, MSN, RN -rWExecutive Officer 
Board ofRegistered Nm·sing 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
Complainant 

SF2016900578 
907 ll083.docx 
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