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In the Matter of the Petition to Revoke 
Probation Against, 

SACHA COMDEN, M.D. 
2708 Wilshire Blvd., #397 
Santa Monica, CA 90403 
Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. 
A112824, 

Respondent. 
II-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--' 

Case No. 800-2016-021196 

OAHNo. 2016110924 

DEFAULT DECISION 
AND ORDER 

[Gov. Code, § 11520] 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

19 1. On or about July 18, 2016, Complainant Kimberly Kirchmcycr, in her official 

20 capacity as the Executive Director of the Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer 

21 Affairs, filed Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2016-02 I l 96 against SACHA COMDEN, 

22 M.D. (Respondent) before the Medical Board of California. 

23 2. On or about June 16, 20 I 0, the Medical Board of California (Board) issued a 

24 probationary Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate, No. A 112824, to Respondent. On or about 

25 November 25, 2015, Respondent was continued on probation for a period of six years. 

26 Respondent's Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate expired on February 29, 2016, and has not 

27 been renewed. A true and correct copy of a Certificate of Li censure for Respondent is attached 

28 hereto as Exhibit "A." 
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3. On or about July 18, 2016, Michelle Solario, an employee of the Complainant 

2 Agency, served by Certified Mail (Tracking Number 70123460000023860202), a copy of the 

3 Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2016-021196, Statement to Respondent, Notice of Defense, 

4 Request for Discovery, and Government Code sections 11507.5, 11507.6, and 11507.7 to 

5 Respondent's address of record with the Board, which was and is 2708 Wilshire Blvd., #397, 

6 Santa Monica, CA 90403. A copy of the Petition to Revoke Probation, the related documents, 

7 and Declaration of Service are attached as Exhibit "B," and are incorporated herein by reference. 

8 The aforementioned documents were delivered at Respondent's address of record on July 21, 

9 2016. A copy of the certified mail card and tracking information from the United States Postal 

] O Service is attached as Exhibit "C," and is incorporated herein by reference. 

11 4. Service of the Petition to Revoke Probation was effective as a matter of law under the 

12 provisions of Government Code section 11505, subdivision (c). 

13 5. On or about October 28, 2016, Respondent signed and returned a Notice of Defense, 

14 requesting a hearing in this matter. A copy of Respondent's Notice of Defense is attached hereto 

15 as Exhibit "D," and is incorporated herein by reference. 

16 6. A Notice of Hearing was served by mail at Respondent's address of record, which 

17 was and is 2708 Wilshire Blvd., #397, Santa Monica, CA 90403. The Notice of Hearing 

18 informed Respondent that an administrative hearing in this matter was scheduled for April 19, 

J 9 2017. Respondent failed to appear at that hearing. A copy of the Notice of Hearing and 

20 Declaration of Service are attached hereto as Exhibit "E," and are incorporated herein by 

2 1 reference. 

22 7. At the April 19, 2017 hearing, Administrative Law Judge Carla L. Garrett drafted and 

23 issued a Findings and Declaration of Default; Order of Remand. A copy of the Findings and 

24 Declaration of Default; Order of Remand is attached hereto as Exhibit "F," and is incorporated 

25 herein by reference. Judge Garrell specifically found that Respondent was provided proper notice 

26 of the date, time, and location of the hearing, and that Respondent failed to appear at the hearing. 

27 8. The Declaration of Brian D. Bill attesting to the foregoing facts is attached hereto as 

28 Exhibit "G." 
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9. The facts that caused Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2016-021196 to be filed 

2 are as follows: 

3 10. On or about February 5, 2016, California Medical Board Probation Inspector Regina 

4 Armstrong conducted an intake interview with Respondent and discussed the.terms and 

5 conditions of Respondent's probation. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong, Probation 

6 Inspector, Exhibit "H.") Probation Inspector Armstrong drafted a Probation Intake Report that 

7 details her discussion with Respondent. 

8 1 I. Respondent indicated that she understood each term and condition of probation and 

9 executed an "Acknowledgment of Decision," which confirmed her understanding regarding her 

to obligations as a probationer. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit 

11 "H.") 

12 12. On or about February 9, 2016, Respondent informed Probation Inspector Armstrong 

13 that she scheduled an appointment for a Medical Evaluation with Dr. Katz for February 18, 2016, 

14 at 8:00 a.m., as required per the terms and conditions of her probation. (See Declaration of 

15 Regina Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit "I-I.") 

16 13. On or about February 10, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong mailed to Respondent 

17 a letter confiiming their conversation of February 5, 2016. (See Declaration of Regina 

18 Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit "H.") 

19 14. On or about February 12, 2016, Dr. Zemansky of the Pacific Assistance Group (PAG) 

20 informed Probation Inspector Armstrong that respondent failed to appear for a meeting, as 

21 required per the terms and conditions of Respondent's probation. (See Declaration of Regina 

22 Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit "H" and Notice of Intent to Introduce Declaration, 

23 Declaration of Dr. Tracy Zemansky, and Attachment, Exhibit"!.") 

24 15. On or about February 17, 2016, Dr. Zemansky informed Probation Inspector 

25 Armstrong that respondent failed to appear for a meeting, as required per the terms and conditions 

26 of Respondent's probation. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit 

27 "H" and Declaration of Dr. Tracy Zemansky, and Attachment, Exhibit"!.") 

28 16. On or about February 22, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong received a letter from 
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Dr. Zemansky indicating that Respondent was terminated from PAG due to non-compliance, in 

2 violation of the terms and conditions of Respondent's probation. (See Declaration of Regina 

3 Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit "H" and Notice of Intent to Introduce Declaration, 

4 Declaration of Dr. Tracy Zemansky, and Attachment, Exhibit"!.") 

5 17. On or about February 23, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong received an email 

6 from Virginia Gerard, the biological fluid testing coordinator for the Board, which indicated that 

7 Respondent failed to make daily contact with her on February 22, 2016; missed a hair test that 

8 was scheduled for February 23, 2016, and failed to provide a response; and was suspended for 

9 non-payment, in violation of the terms and conditions of Respondent's probation. (See 

IO Declaration of Regina Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit "H.") 

11 18. On or about February 24, 2016, Dr. Katz informed Probation Inspector Armstrong 

12 that Respondent failed to appear for her required medical evaluation that was scheduled for 

13 February 18, 2016, and she failed to cancel or reschedule the appointment, in violation of the 

14 terms and conditions of her probation. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong, Probation 

15 Inspector, Exhibit "H," and Declaration of Dr. Bernard Katz, and Attachment, Exhibit "J.") On 

16 or about March 2, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong received a letter from Dr. Katz that 

17 confirmed the February 24, 2016 conversation. (Ibid.) 

18 19. On or about February 29, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong mailed to respondent 

19 a "non-compliance" letter via certified and standard mail. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong, 

20 Probation Inspector, Exhibit "H.") A copy of the February 29, 2016 letter is attached as Exhibit 

21 "K," and is incorporated herein by reference. 

22 20. On or about March 18, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong mailed to Respondent a 

23 letter regarding a clinical diagnostic evaluation scheduled for her for April 5, 2016, with Dr. 

24 Nathan Lavid. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit"!-!.") 

25 21. On or about March 25, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong attempted to contact 

26 Respondent via telephone to discuss her recent non-compliance with the terms and conditions of 

27 her probation. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit "H.") 

28 Probation Inspector Armstrong was unable to speak with Respondent, but she did leave a detailed 
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voicemail message for Respondent. (Ibid.) In that message, Probation Inspector Armstrong 

2 informed Respondent of her April 5, 2016 clinical diagnostic evaluation. (Ibid.). Finally, 

3 Probation Inspector Armstrong requested that Respondent contact her as soon as possible to 

4 discuss the non-compliance issues. (Ibid.) 

5 22. On or about March 25, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong received a memorandum 

6 entitled "Failure to Participate in Biological Fluid Testing: Sacha Comden, M.D.," drafted by 

7 Staff Service Manager I, Anne Potter, along with attachments from Virginia Gerard detailing 

8 Respondent's failure to participate in the biological fluid testing program. 

9 23. On or about April 7, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong received a letter from Dr. 

IO Lavid informing her that Respondent failed to appear for her April 5, 2016 Clinical Diagnostic 

11 Evaluation, in violation of the terms and condition of Respondent's probation. (See Declaration 

12 of Regina Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit "H." and Declaration of Dr. Nathan Lavid, 

I 3 and Attachment, Exhibit "L. ") 

I 4 24. On or about April 11, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong mailed to respondent a 

I 5 "non-compliance" letter via certified and standard mail. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong, 

16 Probation Inspector, Exhibit "H.") A copy of the April 11, 2016 letter is attached as Exhibit "M," 

17 and is incorporated herein by reference. 

I 8 25. On or about April 27, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong drafted a first quaiter 

19 progress report for the period January 2016- March 2016 that detailed Respondent's non-

20 compliance with the terms and conditions of probation. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong, 

21 Probation Inspector, Exhibit "H.") 

22 26. On or about July 15, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong drafted a second quarter 

23 progress report for the period April 2016 - June 2016 that detailed Respondent's continued non-

24 compliance with the terms and conditions of probation. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong, 

25 Probation Inspector, Exhibit "H.") 

26 27. On or about October 4, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong drafted a third quarter 

27 progress report forthe period July 2016-September2016 that detailed Respondent's continued 

28 
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non-compliance with the Lerrns and conditions of probation. (See Declaration of Regina 

2 Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit "H.") 

3 28. On or about February 8, 2017, Probation Inspector Armstrong drafted a fourth quarter 

4 progress report for the period October 2016 - December 2016 that detailed Respondent's 

5 continued non-compliance with the terms and conditions of probation. (See Declaration of 

6 Regina Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit "H.") 

7 29. On or about April 6, 2017, Probation Inspector Armstrong drafted a first quarter 

8 progress report forthe period January 2017 - March 2017 that detailed Respondent's continued 

9 non-compliance with the terms and conditions of probation. (See Declaration of Regina 

1 o Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit "H.") 

l I 30. Business and Professions Code section 118 states, in pertinent part: 

12 "(b) The suspension, expiration, or forfeiture by operation of law ofa license issued by a 

13 board in the department, or its suspension, forfeiture, or cancellation by order of the board or by 

14 order of a court of law, or its surrender without the written consent of the board, shall not, during 

15 any period in which it may be renewed, restored, reissued, or reinstated, deprive the board of its 

16 authority to institute or continue a disciplinary proceeding against the licensee upon any ground 

17 provided by law or to enter an order suspending or revoking the license or otherwise taking 

l 8 disciplinary action against the license on any such ground." 

19 31. Government Code section l 1506 states, in pertinent part: 

20 "(c) The respondent shall be entitled to a hearing on the merits if the respondent files a 

21 notice of defense, and the notice shall be deemed a specific denial of all parts of the accusation 

22 not expressly admitted. Failure to file a notice of defense shall constitute a waiver of 

23 respondent's right lo a hearing, but the agency in its discretion may nevertheless grant a hearing." 

24 32. California Government Code section I I 520 states, in pertinent part: 

25 "(a) If the respondent either fails to file a notice of defense or to appear at the hearing, the 

26 agency may take action based upon the respondent's express admissions or upon other evidence 

27 and affidavits may be used as evidence without any notice to respondent." 

28 33. Pursuant to its authority under Government Code section 11520, the Board finds 
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J Respondent is in default. The Board will take action without further hearing and, based on 

2 Respondent's express admissions by way of default and the evidence before it, contained in 

3 exhibits A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, K, L, and M, finds that the allegations in Petition to Revoke 

4 Probation No. 800-2016-021 196 are true. 

5 DETERMINATION OF ISSUES 

6 

7 

8 

9 

IO 

I I 

12 

13 

14 

I. Based on the foregoing findings of fact, Respondent SACHA COMDEN, M.D. has 

subjected her Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. Al 12824 to discipline. 

2. A copy of the Petition to Revoke Probation and the related documents and 

Declaration of Service are attached. 

3. The agency has jurisdiction to adjudicate this case by default. 

4. The Medical Board of California is authorized to revoke Respondent's Physician's 

and Surgeon's Certificate based upon the following violations alleged in the Petition to Revoke 

Probation: 

a. Failure to Complete a Clinical Diagnostic Evaluation, pursuant to the terms and 

15 condition of probation; 

16 b. Failure to Participate in Biological Fluid Testing, pursuant to the terms and 

17 condition of probation; 

18 c. Failure to Participate in Psychotherapy, pursuant to the terms and condition of 

J 9 probation; 

20 d. Failure to Complete Medical Evaluation and Treatment, pursuant to the terms 

21 and condition of probation; 

22 e. Failure to Provide Notice of Employer or Supervisor Information, pursuant to 

23 the terms and condition of probation; 

24 f. Failure to Name or Obtain a Worksite Monitor, pursuant to the terms and 

25 condition of probation; 

26 g. Failure to Provide Notification, pursuant to the terms and condition of 

27 probation; 

28 h. Failure to Comply with General Probation Requirements, pursuant to the terms 

7 
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and condition of probation; and 

2 i. Failure to Pay Outstanding Probation Monitoring Costs, pursuant to the terms 

3 and condition of probation. 

4 // 

5 II 

6 II 

7 // 

8 // 

9 ff 

IO II 

11 // 

12 // 

13 // 

14 // 

15 // 

16 // 

17 II 

18 // 

19 // 

20 // 

21 // 

22 // 

23 // 

24 // 

25 II 

26 II 

27 // 

28 // 
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ORDER 

2 IT IS SO ORDERED that Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A 112824, heretofore 

3 issued to Respondent SACHA COMDEN, M.D., is revoked. 

4 Pursuant to Government Code section 11520, subdivision (c), Respondent may serve a 

5 written motion requesting that the Decision be vacated and stating the grounds relied on within 

6 seven (7) days after service of the Decision on Respondent. The agency in its discretion may 

7 vacate the Decision and grant a hearing on a showing of good cause, as defined in the statute. 

8 This Decision shall become effective on July 5, 2017 

9 

JO 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

It is so ORDERED June 5, 2017 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 

2 Juo1nrT.ALVARADO 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

3 BRIAND. BILL 
Deputy Attorney General 

4 State Bar No. 239146 
California Depa1·tment of Justice 

5 300 So. Spnng Street, Suite 1702 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 

6 i Telephone: (213) 897-9474 
Facsimile: (213) 897-9395 

7 Attorneys for Complainant 

8 BEFORE THE 
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA 

9 DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STA TE OF CALIFORi'llA 

10 II-~~~~~~~~~~~~--, 
11 In the Matter of the Petition to Revoke 

Probation Against, 
Case No. 800-2016-021196 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

SACHA COMDEN, M.D. 
2708 Wilshire Blvd., #397 
Santa Monica, CA 90403 

PETITION TO REVOKE PROBATION 

17 

18 

Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. 
Al12824, 

Respondent. 
II-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--' 

Complainant alleges: 

PARTIES 

19 1, Kimberly Kirehmeyer (Complainant) brings this Petition to Revoke Probation solely 

20 in her official capacity as the Executive Director of the Medical Board of California, Department 

21 of Consumer Affairs. 

22 2. On or about June 16, 2010, the Medical Board of California issued Physician's and 

23 Surgeon's Certificate Number Al 12824 to SACHA COMDEN, M.D. (Respondent). The 

24 Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate expired on February 29, 2016, and has not been renewed. 

25 3. In a disciplinary action entitled "In the Maller of Accusation and Petition to Revoke 

26 Probation Against Sacha Comden, MD.," Case No. 8002014006033, the Medical Board of 

27 California, issued a decision, effective November 25, 2015, in which Respondent's Physician's 

28 and Surgeon's Certificate was revoked. However, the revocation was stayed and Respondent's 
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Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate was placed on probation for a period of six (6) years with 

2 certain terms and conditions. A copy of that decision is attached as Exhibit "A" and is 

3 incorporated by reference. 

4 JURISDICTION 

5 4. This Petition to Revoke Probation is brought before the Medical Board of California 

6 (Board), Department of Consumer Affairs, under the authority of the following laws. All section 

7 references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated. 

8 5. Section 2004 of the Code states: 

9 "The board shall have the responsibility for the following: 

10 "(a) The enforcement of the disciplinary and criminal provisions of the Medical Practice 

11 Act. 

12 "(b) The administration and hearing of disciplinary actions. 

13 "(c) Carrying out disciplinary actions appropriate to findings made by a panel or an 

14 administrative law judge. · 

15 "(d) Suspending, revoking, or otherwise limiting certificates after the conclusion of 

16 disciplinary actions. 

17 "(e) Reviewing the quality of medical practice carried out by physician and surgeon 

t8 certificate holders under the jurisdiction of the board. 

19 "(!)Approving undergraduate and graduate medical education programs. 

20 "(g) Approving clinical clerkship and special programs and hospitals for the programs in 

21 subdivision (f). 

22 "(h) Issuing licenses and certificates under the board's jurisdiction. 

23 "(i) Administering the board's continuing medical education program." 

24 6. Section 2227 of the Code states: 

25 "(a) A licensee whose matter has been heard by an administrative law judge of the Medical 

26 Quality Hearing Panel as designated in Section 11371 of the Government Code, or whose default 

27 has been entered, and who is found guilty, or who has entered into a stipulation for disciplinary 

28 action with the board, may, in accordance with the provisions of this chapter: 

2 
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."(I) Have his or her license revoked upon order of the board. 

"(2) Have his or her right to practice suspended for a period not to exceed one year upon 

order of the board. 

"(3) Be placed on probation and be required to pay the costs of probation monitoring upon 

order of the board. 

"(4) Be publicly reprimanded by ~ie board. The public reprimand may include a 

requirement that the licensee complete relevant educational courses approved by the board. · 

"(5) Have any other action taken in relation to discipline as part of an order of probation, as 

the board or an administrative law judge may deem proper. 

"(b) Any matter heard pursuant to subdivision (a), except for warning letters, medical 

review or advisory conferences, profcssior.al competency examinations, continuing education 

activities, and cost reimburscmer.t associated therewith that are agreed to with the board and 

successfully completed by the licensee, or other matters made confidential or privileged by 

existing law, is deemed public, and shall be made available to the public by the board pursuant to 

Section 803.1." 

7. Section 2228 of the Code states: 

"Th~ authority of the board or the California Board of Podiatric Medicine to discipline a. 

licensee by placing him or her on probation includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

"(a) Requiring the licensee to obtain additional professional training and to pass an 

examina:ion upon the completion of the training. The examination may be written or oral, or 

both, and may be a practical or clinical examination, or both, at the option of the board or the 

administrative law judge. 

"(b) Requiring the licensee to submit to a complete diagnostic examination by one or more 

physicians and surgeons appointe.d by the board. If ah examination is ordered, the board shall 

receive and consider any other report ofa complete diagnostic examination given by one or more 

physicians and surgeons of the licensee's choice. 

"(c) Restricting or limiting the extent, scope, or type of practice of the licensee, including 

requiring notice to applicable patients that the licensee is unable to perform the indicated 
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treatment, where appropriate. 

2 "(d) Providing the option of alternative community service in cases other than violations 

3 relating to quality of care." 

4 FIRST CAUSR TO REVOKE PROBATION 

5 (Failure to Complete a Clinical Diagnostic Evaluation) 

6 8. At all times after the effective dale of Respondent's probation, Condition 2 stated: 

7 "CLIN!CALJHAGNOSTIC EVALUA Tl ON-Condition Precedent. 

8 "Within thirty (30) calendar days of the effective date of this Decision, and on whatever 

9 periodic basis thereafter as may be required by the Board or its dcsignee, Respondent shall 

10 ur.dergo and complete a clinical diagnostic evaluation, including any and all testing deemed 

J l necessary, by a Board-appointed board certified physician and surgeon. The examiner shall 

12 consider any information provided by the Board or its designee and any other information he or 

J 3 she deems relevant, and shall furnish a written evaluation report to the Board or its designee. 

14 "The clinical diagnostic evaluation s~all be conducted by a licensed physician and surgeon 

15 who holds a valld, unrestricted license, has three (3) years' experience in providing evaluations of 

J 6 · physicians and surgeons with substance abuse disorders, and is approved by the Board or its 

17 designee. The clinical diagnostic evaluation shall be conducted in accordance with acceptable 

18 professional standards for conducting substance abuse clinical diagnostic evaluations. The 

19 evaluator shall not have a current or former financial, personal, or business relationship with 

20 Respondent within the last five (5) years. The evaluator shall provide an objective, unbiased, and 

21 independent evaluation. The clinical diagnostic evaluation report shall set forth, in the evaluator's 

22 opinion, whether Respondent has a substance abuse problem, whether Respondent is a threat to 

23 herself or others, and recommendations for substance abuse treatment, practice restrictions, or 

24 other recommendations related to Respondent's rehabilitation and ability to practice safely. If the 

25 evaluator determines during the evaluation process that Respondent is a threat to herself or others, 

26 the evaluator shall notify the Board within twenty-four (24) hours of such a deterrr.ination. 

27 "In formulating his or her opinion as to wheth~r Respondent is safe to return to either part-

28 time or full-time practice and what restrictions or recommendations should be imposed, including 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

. 19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 I 

25 i 
26 

27 

28 

I 

participation in an inpatient or outpatient treatment program, the evaluator shall consider the 

following factors: Respondent's license type; Respondent's history; Respondent's documented 

length of sobriety (i.e., length of time that has elapsed since Respondent's last substance use); 

Respondent's scope and pattern of substance abuse; Respondent's treatment history, medical 

his~ory and current medical condition; the nature, duration and severity of Respondent's substance 

a!:iuse problem or problems; and whether Respondent is a threat to herselfor the public. 

"For all clinical diagnostic evaluations, a final written report shall be provided to the Board 

no later than ten (10) days from the date the evaluator is assigned the matter. If the evaluator 

requests additional informa:ion or time to complete the evaluation and report, an extension may 

be gmnted, but shall not exceed thirty (30) days from the date the evaluator was originally 

assigned the matter. 

"The Board shall review the clinical diagnostic evaluation report within five (5) business 

days of receipt to determine whether Respondent is safe to return to either part-time or full-time 

practice and what restrictions or recommendations shall be imposed on Respondent based on the 

recommendations rr.adc by the evaluator. Respondent shall not be returned to practice until she 

has at least thirty (30) days of negative biological fluid tests or biological fluid tests indicating 

that she has not used, consumed, ingested, or administered to herself a prohibited substance, as 

defined in section 1361.51, subdivision (e), of Title 16 of the California Code of Regulations. 

"Clinical diagnostic eva'.uatior.s conducted prior to the effective date of this Decision shall 

not be accepted toward> the fulfillment of this requirement. The cost of the clinical diagnostic 

evaluation, including any and all testing deemed necessary by the examiner, the Board or its 

dcsigncc, shall be borne by the licensee. 

"Res~ondent shall not engage in the practice of medicine until notified by the Board or its 

designee that he or she is fit to practice medicine safely. The period of time that Respondent is 

not practicing medicine shall not be counted toward completion of the term of probation. 

Respondent shall undergo biological fluid testing as required in this Decision at least two (2) 

times per week while awaiting the notification from the Board if she is ftt to practice medicine 

safely. 
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"Respondent shall comply with all restrictions or conditions recommer.ded by the examiner 

conducting the clinical diagnostic evaluation within fitleen (15) calendar days atler being notified 

by the Board or its designee." 

9 Respondent's probation is subject to revocation because shefoilcd to comply with 

Probation Condition 2, referenced above. The facts and circumstances regarding this violation are 

as follows: 

A. On or about March 18, 2016, Medical Board Probation Inspector R.A. 1 provided 

notice to Respondent via First Class US and Certified Mail that she was scheduled for a Clinical 

Diagnostic Evaluation with Dr. N. L. on April 5, 2016. 

B. On or about March 25, 2016, Inspector R.A. letl a voice message for Respondent 

regarding the April 5, 2016 Clinical Diagnostic Evaluation appointment with Dr. N.L. 

C, On April 5, 2016, Inspector R.A. received a call from Dr. N.L., who stated that 

Respondent failed to appear for the scheduled Clinical Diagnostic Evaluation appointment. 

D. On or about April 7, 2016, Dr. N.L. provided a letter to the Medical board that 

confirmed Respondent's failure to appear for the April S, 2016 Clinical Diagnostic Evaluation 

appointment. 

E. To date, Respondent has yet to complete a Clinical Diagnostic Evaluation pursuant to 

the terms and conditions of her probation. 

SECOND CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION 

(Failure to Participate in [l\ological Fluid Testing) 

l 0. At all times atler the effective date of Respondent's probation, CondiGon 5 stated; 

'.'.BIOLOGICAL FLUID TESTJ:-JG. Respondent shall immediately submit to biological 

fluid testing, at Respondent's expense, upon request of the Board or its dcsignec. "Biological 

fluid testing" may include, but is not limited to, urine, blood, breathalyzer, hair follicle testing, or 

similar drug screening approved by the Board or its designee. Rcspcndent shall make daily 

contact wi6 the Board or its designee to determine whether biological fluid testing is required. 

1 Individuals are identified by initials to protect their privacy. 
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Respondent shall be tested on the date of the notification as directed by the Board or its designee .. 

2 The Board may order a respondent to undergo a biological fluid test on any day, at any time, 

3 including weekends and holidays. Except when testing on a specific date as ordered by the Board 

4 or its designee, the scheduling of biological fluid testing shall be done on a random basis. The 

5 cost of biological fluid testing shall be borne by the Respondent. 

6 "During the first year of probation, Respondent shall be subject lo 52 to 104 random tests. 

7 During the second year ofprobution and for the duration of the probationary term, up to five (5) 

8 years, Respondent shall be subject to 36 to 104 random tests per year. Only if there has been no 

9 positive biological fluid tests in the previous five (5) consecutive years of probation, may testing 

JO 1 be reduced to one ( l) time per month. Nothing precludes the Board from increasing the number 

11 of random tests to the first-year level of frequency for any reason. 

I2 "Prior to practicing medicine, Respondent shall contract with a laboratory or service, 

13 approved in advance by the Board or its designce, that will conduct random, unannounced, 

14 observed, biological fluid testing and meets all the following standards: 

15 "(a) Its specimen collectors are either certified by the Drug and Alcohol Testing 

16 Industry Association or have completed the training req~ired to serve as a collector for the 

17 United Sta~es Department of Transportation. 

l 8 "(b) Its specimen collectors conform to the current United States Department of 

J 9 Transportation Specimen Col:ection Guidelines. 

20 "(c) Its testing locations comply with the Urine Specimen Collection Guidelines 

21 published by the United States Departnent ofTrnnsportation without regard to the type of 

22 test administered. 

23 "(d) Its specimen collectors observe the collection of testing specimens. 

24 "(e) Its laboratories are certified and acci·odited by the United States Department of 

25 Health and Human Services. 

26 "(f) Its testing locations shall submit a specimen to a laboratory within one(!) 

27 business day of receipt and all specimens collected shall be handled pursuant to chain of 

28 custody procedures. The laboratory shall process and analyze the specimens and provide 
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legally defensible test results to the Board within seven (7) business days of receipt of the 

2 specimen. The lloard will be notified of non-negative results within one (1) business day 

3 and wHI be notified of negative test results within .seven (7) business days. 

4 "(g) Its testing locations possess all the materials, equipment, and technical 

5 expertise necessary in order to test Rcspor.dent on any day of the week. 

6 "(h) Its testing locations arc able to scientifically test for urine, blood, and hair 

7 specimens for the detection of alcohol and illegal and controlled substances. 

8 "(i) It maintains testing sites located throughout California. 

9 a(j) It maintains an automated 24-hour toll-free telephone system and/or a secure 

JO on-line computer database that allows the Respondent to check in daily for testing. 

I 1 "(k) It maintains a secure, H!PAA-compliant website or computer system that 

12 allows staff access to dn;g test results and compliance reporting information that is 

13 available 24 hours a day. 

I 4 "(!) It employs or contracts with toxicologists that are licensed physicians and have 

15 knowledge of substance abuse disorders and the appropriate medical training to interpret 

16 and evaluate laboratory biological fluid test results, medical histories, and any other 

17 information relevant to biomedical information. 

18 "(m) It wi II not consider a toxicology screen.to be negative if a positive result is 

19 obtained while practicing, even if the Respondent holds a valid prescription for the 

20 substance. 

21 "Prior to changing testing locations for any reason, including during vacation or other 

22 travel, alternative testing locations must be approved by the Board and meet the requirements 

23 above. 

24 "The car.tract shall require that the laboratory directly notify the Board or its designee of 

25 non-negative results within one (l) business day and negative test results within seven (7) 

26 business days of the results becoming available. Respondent shall maintain this laboratory or 

27 service contract during the period of probation. 

28 "A certified copy of any laboratory test result may be received in evidence in any 
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proceedings between the Board an.d Respondent. 

2 "If a biological fluid test result indicates Respondent has used, consumed, ingested, or 

3 administered to herself a prohibited substance, the Board shall order Respondent to cease practice 

4 and instruct Respondent to leave any place of work where Respondent is practicing medicine or 

5 providing medical services. The Bourd shall immediately notify all of Respondent's employers, 

6 supervisors and work monitors, if any, that Respondent may not practice medicine or provide 

7 medical services while the cease-practice order is in effect. 

8 "A biological fluid test will not be considered negative ifa positive result is obtained while 

9 practicing, even if the practitioner holds a valid prescription for the substance. Ifno prohibited 

1 o substance use exists, the Board shall lift the cease-practice orde1· within one (I) business day. 

I I. "After the issuance ofa cease-practice order, the Board shall determine whether the positive 

12 biological f.uid test is in fact evidence of prohibited substance use by consulting with the 

13 specimen collector and the laboratory,. communicating with the licensee, his or her treating 

14 physician(s), other health care provider, or group facilitator, as applicable. 

15 "For purposes of this condition, the terms "biological fluid testing" and "testing" mean the 

16 acquisition and chemical analysis ofa responder.t's urine, blood, breath, or hair. 

17 "For pu,poses of this condition, the term "prohibited substance" means an illegal drug, a 

18 lawful drug not prescribed or ordered by an appropriately licensed health care provider for use by 

19 Respondent and approved by the Board, alcohol, or any other substance the Respondent has been 

20 instructed by the Board not to use, consume, ingest, m· administer to herself. 

2 l "If the Board confirms that a positive biological fluid test is evidence of use of a prohibited 

22 substance, Respondent has committed a major violation, as defined in section I 36 I .52(a), and the 

23 I Board shall impose any or all of the consequences set forth in section 1361.52(b), in addition to 

24 I any other terms or conditions the Board determines are necessary for public protection or to 
. ' 

25 enhance Respondent's rehabilitation." 

26 11. Respondent's probation is subject to revocation because she failed to comply with 

27 Probation Condition 5, referenced above. The facts and circumstances regarding this violation are 

28 as follows: 
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10 
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16 ' 
I 

17 

I 18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

A. Respondent failed to submit to biological fluid testing on the following dates: January 

18, 2016, February 10, 2016, February 16, 2016, and l'ebruary 23, 2016. 

B. Respondent submitted untestable samples on the following dates: Kovember 25, 

20!5, Dccember2, 20!5, and December3, 2015. 

C. Respondent failed to contact the testing company to determine if she was selected to 

provide a sample on the following dates: January 2 l, 2016, February 11, 2016, February 19, 2016, 

and February 22, 2016. 

D. On or about February 23, 2016, Respondent's account with FirstLab was suspended 

for nonpayment. 

D. Between February 23, 2016 and the present date, Respondent has failed to provide 

biological fluid samples, as required per the terms and conditions of her probation. 

E. Between February 23, 2016 and the present date, Respondent has failed to contact the 

testing company daily, as required per tl;e terms and conditions of her probation. 

THIRD CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION 

(Failure to Participate in Psychotherapy) 

12. At all times after the effective date of Respondent's probation, Condition 7 stated: 

"PSYCHOTHERAPY. Within 60 calendar days of the effective date of this Decision, 

Respondent shall submit to the Board or its designce for prior approval the name and 

qualifications ofa California-licensed board certified psychiatrist or a licensed psychologist who 

has a doctoral degree in psychology and at least five years of postgraduate experience in the 

diagnosis and treatment of emotional and mental disorders. Upon approval, Respondent shall 

undergo and continue psychotherapy treatment, including any modifications to the frequency of 

psychothernpy, until the Board or its designee deems that no further psychotherapy is necessary. 

"The psychotherapist shall consider any information provided by the Board or its designee 

and any other information the psychotherapist deems relevant and shall furnish a written 

evaluation report to the Board or its designee. Respondent shall cooperate in providing the 

psychotherapist any information and documents that the psychotherapist may deem pertinent. 

"Respondent shall have the treating psychotl1erapist submit quarterly status reports to the 
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Board or its de~ignce. The Board or its designee may require Respondent to undergo psychiatric 

2 evaluations by a Board-appointed board certified psychiatrist. ff, prior to the completion of 

3 1 probation, Respondent is found to be mentally unfit to resume the practice of medicine without 
; , 

4 restrictions, the Board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over Respondent's license and the 

5 period of probation shall be extended until the Board determines that Respondent is mentally fit to 

6 resume the practice of medicine without restrictions. 

7 "Respondent shall pay the cost of all psychotherapy and psychiatric evaluations." 

8 13. Respondent's probation is subject to revocation because she failed to comply with 

9 Probation Condition 7, referenced above. The facts and circumstances regarding this violation are 

IO as follows: 

JI A. On or about Peb1·uary l l, 2016 and February 16, 2016, Respondent failed to attend 

12 required meetings at the Physicians Assistance Group (PAG). 

13 B. On or about Febntary 17, 2016, Respondent contacted Dr. Z at PAG regarding her 

14 intention to move out of state. 

15 C. On or abottt rebruary 22, 2016, Respondent was terminated from PAG due to r.on-

16 compliance with the terms of the program. 

17 FOURTH CAUSF, TO REVOKE PROBATION 

18 (Failure to Complete Medical Evaluation and Treatment) 

J 9 14. At a!l times after the effective date ofRespondcnt's probation, Condition 8 stated: 

20 "tvfEDICAL EVALUATION A1'1T> TREATMENT-Condition Precedent. Respondent shall 

21 not engage in the practice of medicine until notified in writing by the Board or its dcsignee ofits 

22 determination that Respondent is medically tit to practice safely. 

23 "Within 30 calendar days of the effective date of this Decision, and on a periodic basis 

24 thereafter as may be required by the Board or its designee, Respondent shall undergo a medical 

25 evaluation by a Board-appointed physician who shall consider any information provided by the 

26 Board or dcsignee and any other information the evaluating physician deems relevant and shall 

27 furnish a medical rcp01i lo the Board or its designec. Respondent shall provide the evaluating 

28 physician any Ir.formation a1~d documentation that the evaluating physician may deem pertinent. 
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"Following the evaluation, Respondent shall comply with all restrictions or conditions 

2 recommended by the evaluating physician within 15 calendar days after being notified by the 

3 Board or its designee. If Respondent is required by the Board or its dcsignee to undergo medical 

4 treatment, Respondent shall within 30 calendar days of the requirement notice, submit to the 

5 Board or its dcsignee for prior approval the name and qualifications of a California licensed 

6 treating physician ofRespondcnt's choice. Upon approval of the treating physician, Respondent 

7 shall within 15 calendar days undertake medical treatment and shall continue such treatment until 

8 further notice from the Board or its designcc. 

9 "The treating physician shall consider any information provided by the Board or its 

Io des!gnee or any other information the treating physician may deem pertinent prior to 

11 commencement of treatment. Respondent shall have the treating physician submit quarterly 

12 reports to the Board or its designee indicating whether or not the Respondent is capable of 

13 practicing medicine safely. Respondent shall provide the Board or its designee with any and al! 

14 medical records pertaining to treatment, the Board or its designee deems necessary. 

15 "If, prior to the completion of probation, Respondent is found to be physically incapable of 

J 6 resuming the practice of medicine without restrictions, the Board shall retain continuing 

17 jurisdiction over Respondent's license and the period of probation shall be extended until the 

l & Board determines that Respondent is physically capable of resuming the practice of medicine 

19 without restrictions. Respondent shall pay the cost of the medical evaluation(s) and treatment. 

20 15. Respondent's probation is subject to revocation because she failed to comply with 

21 Probation Conditior. 8, referenced above. The facts and circumstances regarding this violation are 

22 as follows: 

23 A. On or about February 9, 2016, Respondent informed Inspector R.A. that she 

24 scheduled a Medical Evaluation appointment for February l&, 2016, with Dr. B.K. 

25 B. On or about February I 0, 2016, Inspector R.A. mailed Respondent a letter that 

26 confirmed the February 18, 2016, medical evaluation appointment. 

27 C. On or about February I&, 2016, Respondent failed to appear for the scheduled 

2& Medical Evaluation appointment. Additionally, Respondent failed to contact Dr. BK. to either 
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cancel or reschedule the appointment. 

2 D. On or about February 24, 2016, Inspector R.A. contacted Dr. B.K. regarding 

3 Respondent's appointment. Dr. B.K. informed Inspector R.A. that Respondent failed to appear 

4 for the February 18, 2016 appointment. 

5 E. On or about March 2, 2016, Dr. B.K. provided a letter to the Board that confirmed 

6 Respondent's failure to appear for the February 18, 2016 Medical Evaluation appointment. 

7 FOURTH CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION 

8 (Failure to Provide Notice of Employer or Supervisor Information) 

9 16. At all times after the effective date of Respondent's probation, Condition 9 stated; 

JO "NOTICE OF EMPLOYER OR SUPERVISOR !~FORMATION. Within seven (7) days 

11 of the effective date of this Decision, Respondent shall provide to the Board the names, physical 

12 addresses, mailing addresses, and telephone numbers of any and all employers and supervisors. 

13 Respondent shall also provide specific, written consent for the Board, Respondent's worksite 

14 monitor, and Respondent's employers and supervisors to communicate regarding Respondent's 

15 work status, performance, and monitoring. 

16 "For purposes of this section, "supervisors" shal! include the Chief of Staff and Health or 

J 7 Well Being Committee Chai!', or equivalent, if applicable, when the Respondent has medical staff 

18 , privileges." 
I 

J 9 1 l 7. Respondent's probation is subject to revocation because she failed to comply with 

20 Probation Condition 9, referenced above. The facts and circumstances regarding this violation are 

21 as follows: 

22 A. On or before February 12, 2016, Respondent was required to submit to the Board the 

23 names, physical addresses, and telephone numbers of any and all employers and supervisors, 

24 Additionally, Respondent was required to execute written releases for tbe Board to contact any 

25 and all employers, supervisors, and/or workplace monitors to determine work status and 

26 performance. 

27 B. To date, Respondent has yet to comply with either of the above requirements. 

28 I ;; 
I 
I 13 
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FH'TH CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION 

2 ·(Failure to Name or Obtain a Worksite Monitor) 

3 I 8. At all times after the effective date of Respondent's probation, Condition l O stated: 

4 "WORKSITE MONITOR. Within thirty (30) calendar days of the effective date of this 

5 Decision, Respondent shall submit to. the Board or its designee for prior approval as a worksite 

6 monitor, the name and qualifications of one or more licensed physician and surgeon, other 

7 licensed health care professional if no physician and surgeon is available, or, as approved by the 

g Board or its designcc, a person in a position of authority who is capable of monitoring the 

9 Respondent at work. 

to "The worksite monitor shall not have a current or former financial, personal, or familial 

I I relationship with Respondent, or any other relationship that could reasonably be expected to 

12 compromise the ability of the monitor to render impartial and unbiased reports to the Board or its 

13 designee. ff it is impractical for anyone but Respondent's employer to serve as the worksite 

14 monitor, this requirement may be waived by the Board or its designce, however, under no 

l 5 circumstances shall Respondent's worksite monitor be an employee or supcrvisee of the licensee. 

16 "The worksite monitor shall have an active unrestricted license with no disciplinary action 

J 7 within the last five (5) years, and shall sign an affirmation that he or she has reviewed the terms 

18 and conditions of Respondent's disciplinary order and agrees to monitor Respondent a' set forth 

19 by the Board or its designee. 

20 "Rcs?ondent shall pay all worksite monitoring costs. 

21 "The worksite monitor shall have face-to-face contact with Respondent in the work 

22 environment, on as frequent a basis as determined by the Board or its designee, but not less than 

23 once per week; interview other staff in the office regarding Respondent's behavior, if requested 

24 by the Board or its designee; and review Respondent's work attendance. 

25 "The worksite monitor shall verbally report any suspected substance abuse to tl1e Board and 

26 Respondent's employer or supervisor within one (I) business day of occurrence. If the suspected 

27 s~bstance abuse does not occur during the Board's normal business hours, the verbal report shall 

28 be made to the Board or its designee within one (I) hour of the next business day. A written 
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report that includes the date, time, and locati~n of the suspected abuse; Respondent's actions; and 

2 any other information deemed impOl'tant by the worksite monitor shall be submitted to the Board 

3 or its designcc within 48 hours of the occurrence. 

4 "The worksite monitor shall complete and submit a written report monthly or as directed by 

5 ' the Board or its dcsignee which shall include the following: (1) Respondent's name and 

6 Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate number; (2) the worksite monitor's name and signature; (3) 

7 the worksitc monitor's license number, if applicable; (4) the location or location(s) of the 

8 wm1csite; (5) the dates Respondent had face-to-face.contact with the worksite monitor; (6) the 

9 names of worksite staff interviewed, if applicable; (7) a report of Respondent's work.a!tendance; 

lo (8) any change in Respondent's behavior and/or personal habits; and (9) any indicators that can 

11 · lead to suspected substance abuse by Respondent. Respondent shall complete any required 

12 consent forms and execute agreements with the approved worlcsite monitor and the Board, or its 

J 3 designee, authorizing the Board, or its designee, and worksite monitor to exchange information. 

14 "ff the worksitc monitor resigns or is no longer available, Respondent shall, within five (5) 

15 

1

, calenda~ days of such resignation or unavailability, submit to the Board or its designee, for prior 

16 approval, the name and qualifications of a replacement monitor who will be assuming that 

17 responsibility within fifteen (15) calendar days. If R~spondent fails to obtain approval of a 

18 replacement monitor within sixty (60) calendar days of the resignation or unavailability of the 

19 monitor, Respondent shall receive a notification from the Board or its designee to cease the 

20 practice of medicine within three (3) calendar days after being so notified. Respondent shall 

21 cease the practice of medicine until a replacement monitor is approved and assumes monitoring 

22 responsibility." 

23 19. Respondent's probation is subject to revocation because she failed to comply with 

24 Probation Condition I 0, referenced above. The facts and circumstances regarding this violation 

25 are as follows: During the course of probation, Respondent failed to submit to the Board any 

26 names of potential worksite monitors. 

27 // 

28 // 
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SIXTH CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION 

2 (Failure to Provide Notification) 

3 20. At all times after the effective date of Respondent's probation, Condition 11 stated: 

4 "NOTIFICATION. Within seven (7) days of the effective date of this Decision, the 

5 Respondent shall provide a true copy of this Decision and Accusation and Petition to Revoke 

6 Probation to the Chiefof Staff or the Chief Executive Officer at every hospital where privileges or 

7 membership are extended to Respondent, a(any other facility where Respondent engages in the 

g practice of medicine, including all physician and locum tenens registries or other similar agencies, 

9 and to the Chief Executive Officer at every insurance carrier which extends malpractice insurance 

IO coverage to Respondent. Respondent shall submit proof of compliance to the Board or its 

11 designee within 15 calendar days. 

12 "This condition shall apply to any change(s) in hospitals, other facilities or insurar.ce 

13 carrier." 

14 21. Respondent's probation is subject to revocation because she foiled to comply with 

15 Proba'.ion Condition 11, referenced above. The facts and circumstances regarding this violation 

16 are as follows: 

17 A. On or before February 12, 2016, Respondent was required to provide notification of 

J 8 Accusat'on and Decision to the Chief.of Staff at all locations where Respondent practices 

J 9 medicine and to the Chief Executive Officer of her malpractice insurance carrier. 

20 B. On or before February 20, 2016, Respondent was required to provide proof of 

21 compliar.cc of the above notification to the Board. 

22 C. To date, Respondent failed to provide the requisite proof of notification to the Board. 

23 SEVENTH CAUSE TO RE.YOKE PROBATION 

24 (Failure to Comply with General Probation Requirements) 

25 22. At all times after the effective date of Respondent's probation, Condition 15 stated: 

26 "GENERAL PROBATION REQUIREMENTS. 

27 ' "Compliance with Probation Unit 

28 "Respondent shall comply with the Board's probation unit and all terms and conditions of 
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this Decision. 

2 "Address Changes 

3 "Rcspondcn'. shall, at all times, keep the Board informed of Respondent's business and 

4 residence addresses, email address (if available), and telephone number. Changes of such 

5 addresses shall be immediately communicated in writing to the Board or its designce. Under no 

6 circumstances shall a post office box serve as an address of record, except as allowed by Business 
I 

7 : and Professions Code section 202l(b). 

8 "Place of Practice 

9 "Respondent shall not engage in the practice of medicine in Respondent's or patient's place· 

JO of residence, unless the patient resides in a skilled nursing facility or other similar licensed 

l l facility. 

12 "License Renewal 

13 "Respondent shall maintain a current and renewed California physician's and surgeon's 

14 license. 

15 "Travel or Residence Outside California 

16 "Respondent shall immediately inform the Board or its dcsignce, in writing, of travel to any 

17 areas outside the jur:sdiction of California which lasts, or is contemplated to last, more than thirty 

18 (30) calendar days. 

19 "Jn the event Respondent should leave the State of California to reside or to practice 

20 Respondent shall notify the Board or its dcsignee i;i writing 30 calendar days prior to the dates of 

21 departure and return." 

22 23. Respondent's probation is subject to revocation because she failed to comply with 

23 Probation Condition 15, referenced above. The facts and circumstances regarding this vio!ution 

24 are as follows: 

25 A. On or about February 17, 2016 Respondent failed to notify the Board of a change of 

26 address andior failed to notify the board of any travel or relocation outside the state of California. 

27 I3. Respondent failed to renew Physician's and Surgeon's License No. Al 12824. 

28 // 
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EIGHTH CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION 

2 (Failure to Pay Outstanding Probation Monitoring Costs) 

3 24. At all times after the effective date of Respondent's probation, Condition 21 stated; 

4 "PROBATION MONITORING COSTS. Respondent shall pay the costs associated with 

5 probation monitoring each and every year of probation, as designated by the Board, which may be 

6 adjusted or. an annual basis. Such costs shall be payable to the Medical Board of California and 

7 delivered to the Board or its designee no later than January 31 of each calendar year." 

8 25. Respondent's probation is subject to revocation because she failed to comply with 

9 Probation Condition 21, referenced above. The facts and circumstances.regarding this violation 

1 O are as follows; 

11 A. Respondent has failed to timely pay all costs associated with probation monitoring. 

12 Specifically, Respondent owes $4,080.00 for 2013, $4,029.00 for 2014, and $4, 106.00 for 2015. 

13 DISCIPLI:'lARY CONSIDERATIONS 

14 26. [n U1c Decision and Order effective June 15, 2010, the :vledical Board of California 

15 issued a probationary Physician's ar.d Surgeons Certificate to Respondent pursuant to an action 

l 6 entitled "In the 1vfa/ler of the Application of Sacha Susan Comden," case number 20-2010-

l 7 206930. Respondent was placed on live years of probation and was required to submit to 

l 8 biological fluid testing, to abstain from the use ofaleoholic beverages, and to comply with other 

19 standard terms and conditions of probation. A true and correct copy of the Decision and Order 

20 granting a probationary Physician's and Surgeons Certificate to Respondent is attached as Exhibit 

21 "B.11 

22 // 

23 II 

24 II 

25 II 

26 II 

27 // 

28 // 
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PRAYER 

2 WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that u hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 

3 / and that following the hearing, the Medical Board of California issue a decision: 

4 1. Revoking the probation that was granted by the Medical Board of California in Case 

5 No. 8002014006033 and imposing the disciplinary order that was stayed thereby revoking 
' 

6 Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A 112824 issued to SACHA COMDEN, M.D.; 

7 2. Revoking or suspending Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate Noc A 112824, issued to 

8 SACHA COMDEN, M.D.; 

9 3. Revoking, suspending or denying approval of Sacha Comden, M.D.'s authority to 

1 O supervise physician's assistants, pursuant to section 3527 of the Code; 

11 4. Ordering SACHA COMDEN, M.D. to pay the Medical Board of California, if 

12 continued on probation, the costs of probation monitoring; and 

13 

14 

15 

5. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. 

16 DATED: _Jll.4 15 2016 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

LAWl6501352 
62002435.doc 

Executive Dir ctor 
Medical Board of Ca!ifomia 
Department of Consumer A 
State of California 
Complainant 
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Exhibit A 

Decision and Order 

Medical Board of California Case No. 800-2016-021196 
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BEFORE THE 
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STA TE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Accusation 
and Petition to Revoke Probation 
Against: 

SACHA SUSAN COMDEN, M.D. 

Physician's and Surgeon's 
Certificate ['l;o. All2824 

Respondent 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Case No. 8002014006033 

~~~~~~~~~~~~-> 

DECTSIO:"I 

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby adopted as 
the Decision and Order of the Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer 
Affairs, State of California. 

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on November 25, 2015. 

IT IS SO ORDERED: October 26, 21'15. 

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA 

Panel A 

AG021 



KAMALA 0. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 

2 JUDITH T. ALVARADO 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

3 State Bar No. 155307 
California Department of Justice 

4 300 South Spring Street, Suite L 702 
Los Angeles, California 90013 

5 Telephone: (213) 576-7L49 
Facsimile: (213) 897-9395 

6 Allorneys for Complainant 

7 
BEFORE THE 

8 

9 

10 

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

ST ATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Accusation and Petition to Case No. 800-2014-006033 
L L Revoke Probation Against: 

12 SACHA COMDEN, M.D. 

13 Physician's and Surgeon's Ccrtificute 
No. All2824 

14 

15 
Respondent. 

11-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

l 6 

OAH Ko. 2015020847 

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND 
DISCIPLINARY ORDER 

17 IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-

18 entitled proceedings that the following matters are true: 

19 PARTIES 

20 !. Kimberly Kirchmeyer ("Complainant") is the Executive Director of the Medical 

21 Board of California. She brought this action solely in her oi1icial capacity and is represented in 

22 this matter by K•mala D. Harris, Attorney General of the State of California, by Judith T. 

23 Alvarado, Supervising Deputy Attorney General. 

24 2. Respondent Sacha Comden, M.D. ("Respondent") is represented in this proceeding 

25 by attorney Theodore A. Cohen, Esq., whose address is: Law Offices of Theodore A. Cohen, 

26 3~50 Wilshire l3lvd., Suite 1280, Los Angeles, CA 90010. 

27 3. On or about June JG, 20 I 0, the Medical Board of California issued Physician's and 

28 Surgeon's Certificate No. A 112824 to Sacha Comden, MD. That certificate was in full force and 

STIPULATED SE'!TLEMENT (800-2014-006033) 
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effect at all times relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No. 800-2014-006033 and will 

2 expire on February 29, 2016, unless renewed. 

3 JURISDICTION 

4 4. Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2014-006033 was filed before 

5 the Medical Board of California (Board), Department of Consumer Affairs, and is currently 

6 pending against Respondent. The Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation and all other 

7 statutorily required documents were properly served on Resjl{)ndent on November 26, 2014 .. 

8 Respondent timely flied her Notice of Defense contesting the Accusation and Petition to Revoke 

9 Probation. 

10 5. A copy of Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2014-006033 is 

11 attached as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference. 

12 ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS 

13 6. Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the 

14 charges and allegations in Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2014-006033. 

15 Respondent has also carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the effects of 

16 this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order. 

17 7. Respondent is fully aware of her legal rights in this matter, including the right to a 

18 hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation; the 

19 right to be represented by counsel at her own expense; the right to confront and cross-examine the 

20 witnesses against her; the right to present evidence and to testify on her own behalf; the right to 

21 the issuance of subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of 

22 documents; the right to reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other 

23 rights accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws. 

24 8. Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and 

25 every right set forth above. 

26 /// 

27 Ill 

28 Ill 

--------------
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Cl/LP ABILITY 

2 9. Respondent admits thal at a hearing, Complainant could set forth a prima facic case 

J for the charges and allegations in Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2014-

4 006033, and Respondent declines to defend same. Respondent further agrees that her Physician's 

5 and Surgeon's Certificate is subject to discipline and she agrees to be bound by the Board's 

6 it!!position of discipline as set forth in the Disciplinary Order below. 

7 l 0. Respondent further agrees that if she ever petitions for early termination or 

8 modification of probation, or if the Board ever petitions for revocation of probation, all of the 

9 charges and allegations contained in Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-20 l 4-

1 o 006033, shall be deemed true, correct and fully admitted by Respondent for purposes of that 

l l proceeding or any other licensing proceeding involving Respondent in the State of California. 

12 CO:.ITlNGENCY 

13 l l. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Medical Board of California. 

14 Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Medical 

15 Board of California may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and 

16 settlement, without notice to or participation by Respondent or her counsel. By signing the 

[ 7 stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees that she may not withdraw her agreement or seek 

18 to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails 

19 to ~do pt this stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary 

20 Order_ shall be of no force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal 

2 l action between the pru'lies, and the Board shall not he disqualified from further action by having· 

22 considered this matter. 

23 12. The parties understand and agree that Portable Document Format (PDF) and facsimile 

24 copies of this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order, including (PDF) and facsimile 

25 signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as the originals. 

26 13. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that 

27 the Board may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following 

28 Disciplinary Order: 

3 
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DISCIPLINARY ORDER 

2 rT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A 112824 issued 

J to Respondent Sacha Comden, M.D. is revoked. Howeyer, the revocation is stayed and 

4 Respondent is placed on probation for six (6) years on the following terms and conditions. 

5 I. ACTUAL SUSPENSION-Condition Satisfied. As part of probation, Respondent is 

6 suspended from the practice of medicine for one year. 

7 2. CLINT CAL DIAGNOSTIC EVALUATION-Condition Precedent. 

g Within thirty (30) calendar days oflhe effective date of this Decision, and on whatever 

9 periodic basis thereafter as may be required by the Board or its designee, Respondent shall 

IO undergo and complete a clinica! diagnostic evaluation, including any and all testing deemed 

11 necessary, by a Board-appointed board certified physician and surgeon. The examiner shall 

12 consider any information provided by the Board or its dcsignee and any other information he or 

13 she deems relevant, and shall furnish a written evaluation report to the Board or its designee. 

14 The clinical diagnostic evaluation shall be conducted by a licensed physician and surgeon 

15 who holds a valid, unrcs:ricted license, has three (3) years' experience in providing evaluations of 

16 physicians and surgeons wilh substance abuse disorders, and is approved by the Board or its 

17 designee. The clinical diagnostic evaluation shall be conducted in accordance with acceptable 

18 professional standards for conducting substance abuse clinical diagnostic evaluations. The 

19 evaluator shall not have a current or former financial, personal, or business relationship with 

20 Respondent within the last five (5) years. The evaluator shall provide an objective, unbiased, and 

21 independent evaluation. The clinical diagnostic evaluation report shall set forth, in the 

22 evaluator's opinion, whether Respondent has a substance abuse problem, whether Respondent is a 

23 threat to herself or others, and recommendations for substance abuse treatment, practice 

24 restrictions, or other recommendations related to Respondent's rehabilitation and ability to 

25 practice safely. If the evaluator determines during the evaluation process that Respondent is a 

26 threat to herself or others, the evaluator shall notify the Board within twenty-four (24) hours of 

27 such a determination. 

28 Jn fonnulating his or her opinion as to whether Respondent is safe to return to either part-

4 
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time or full-time practice and what restrictions or recommendations should be imposed, including 

2 participation in an inpatient or outpatient treatment program, the evaluator shall consider the 

3 following factors: Respondent's license type; Respondent's history; Respondent's documented 

4 length of sobriety (i.e., length of time that has elapsed since Respondent's last substance use); 

5 Respondent's scope and pattern of substance abuse; Respondent's treatment history, medical 

6 history and current medical condition; the na~ure, duration and severity of Respondent's 

7 substance abuse problem or problems; and whether Respondent is a threat to herself or the 

8 public. 

9 For all clinical diagnostic evaluations, a final written report shall be provided to the Board 

1 O r.o later than ten ( l 0) days from the date the evaluator is assigned the matter, If the evaluator 

11 requests additional infonnation or time to complete. the evaluation and report, an extension may 

12 be granted, but shall not exceed thirly (30) days from the date the evaluator was originally 

1J assigned the matter. 

l4 The Board shall review the clinical diagnostic evaluation report within five($) business 

15 days of receipt to determine whether Respondent is safe to return to either part-time or full-time 

[ 6 practice and what restrictions or recommendations shall be imposed on Respondent based on the 

17 recommendations made by the evaluator. Respondent shall not be returned to practice until she 

!8 has at least thirty (30) days of negative biological fluid tests or biological fluid tests indicating 

19 that she has not used, consumed, ingested, or administered to herself a prohibited substance, as 

20 defined i11 section 1361.51, subdivision (e), of Title 16 of the California Code of Regulations. 

21 Clinical diagnostic evaluations conducted prior to the effective date of this Decision shall 

22 not be accepted towards the fulfillment of this requirement. The cost of the clinical diagnostic 

23 evaluation, including any and all testing deemed necessary by the examiner, the Board or its 

24 . designee, shall be borne by the licensee. 

25 Respondent shall not engage in the practice of medicine until notified by the Board or its 

26 designcc that he or she is fit to practice medicine safely. The period of time that Respondent is 

27 not practicing medicine shall not be counted toward completion of the term of probation. 

28 Respondent shall undergo biological fluid testing as required in this Decision at least two (2) 

5 
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times per week while awaiting the notification from the Board if she is fit to practice medicine 

2 safely. 

3 Respondent shall comply with all restrictions or conditions recommended by the examiner 

4 conducting the clinical diagnostic evaluation witl1in fifteen (l S) calendar days after being notified 

s by the Board or its designee. 
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3. CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES - ABSTAIN FROM USE. Respondent shall abstain 

completely from the persona\ use or possession of controlled substances as defined in the 

California Uniform Controlled Substances Act, dangerous drugs as defined by Business and 

Profossions Code section 4022, and any drugs requiring a prescription. This prohibition does not 

apply to medications lawfully prescribed to Respondent by another practitioner for a bona fide 

illness or condition. 

\.Vi thin l S calendar days of receiving any lawfully prescribed medications, Respondent 

shall notify the Board or its designcc of the: issuing practitioner's name, address, and telephone 

number; medication name, strength, and quantity; and issuing pharmacy name, address, and 

telephone numbt0r. 

If Respondent has a confirmed positive biological fluid test for any substance (whether or 

not legally prescribed) and has not reported the use to the Board or its designee, Respondent 

sltall receive a notification from the Board or its designec to immediately cease the practice of 

medicine, The Respondent shall not resume the practice of medicine until final decision on an 

accusation and/or a petition to revoke probation. An accusation and/01· petition to revoke 

probation shall be filed by the Board within l S days of the notification to cease practice. !fthe 

Respondent requests a hearing on the accLwalion and/or petition to revoke probation, the 13oard 

shall provide the Respondent with a hearing within JO days of the request, unless the Respondent 

stipulates to a later hearing. A decision shall be received from the Administrative Law Judge or 

the Board within 15 days unless good cause can be shown for the delay. The cessation of practice 

shall not apply to the reduction of the probationary time period. t 

If the Board docs not file an accusation or petition to revoke probation within 15 days of the I 
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within 30 days of a such a request, the notification of cease practice shall be dissolved. 

4. A.LGOHOL -ABSTAIN FROM USE. Respondent shall abstain completely from the 

use of products or beverages containing alcohol. 

If Respondent has a confirmed positive biological fluid test for alcohol, Respondent shall 

receive a notification from the Board or its designee to immediately cease the practice of 

medicine. The Respondent shall not resume the practice of medicine until final decision on an 

accusation and/or a petition to revoke probation. An accusation and/or petition to revoke 

probation shall be filed by the Board within 15 days of the notification to cease practice. If the 

Respondent requests a hearing on the accusation and/or petition to revoke probation, the Board 

shall provide the Respondent with a hearing within 30 days of the request, unless the Respondent 

stipulates to a later hearing. A decision shall be received from the Administrative Law Judge or 

the Board within 15 days unless good cause can be shown for the delay. The cessa'.ion of practice 

shall not apply to the reduction of the probationary time period. 

If the Board docs not file an accusation or petition lo revoke probation within 15 days of the 

issuance of the notification to cease practice or do.cs not provide Respondent with a hearing 

within 30 days of a such a request, the notification of cease practice shall be dissolved. 

5. BIOLOGICAL FLUID TESTING. Respondent shall immediately submit to 

biological fluid testing, at Respondent's expense, upon request of the Board or its designec, 

"Biological fluid testing" may include, but is not limited to, urine, blood, breathalyzcr, hair 

follicle testing, or similar drug screening approved by the Board or its designec. Respondent shall 

make daily contact with the Board or its designee to determine whether biological fluid testing is 

required. Respondent shall be tested on the date of the notification as directed by the Board or it~ 

designce. The Board may order a respondent to undergo a biological fluid test on any day, at any 

time, including weekends and holidays. Except when testing on a specific date as ordered by the 

Board or its dcsignec, the scheduling of biological fluid testing shall be done on a random basis. 

The cost of biological fluid testing shall be borne by the Respondent. 

During the first year of probation, Respondent shall be subject to 52 to 104 random tests. 

During the second year of probation and for the duration of the probationary term, up to five (5) 

7 
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years, Respondent shall be subject to 36 to l 04 random tests per year. Only if there has been no 

2 positive biological fluid tests in the previous five (5) consecutive years of probation, may testing 

3 be reduced to one(!) time per month. Nothing precludes the Board from increasing the number 

4 of random tests to the first-year level of frequency for any reason. 

5 Prior to practicing medicine, Respondent shall contract with a laboratory or service, 

6 approved in advance by the Board or its designec, that will conduct random, unannounced, 

7 observed, biological fluid testing and meets all the following standards: 

8 (a) Its specimen collectors are either certified by the Drug and Alcohol Testing 

9 . Indus~ry Association or have completed the training required to serve as a collector for the 

10 United States Department of Transportation. 

11 (b) Im specimen collectors conform to the current United States Department of 

12 Transportation Specimen Collection Guidelines. 

13 (c) Its testing locations comply with the Urine Specimen Collection Guidelines 

14 published by the United States Department ofTrnnsportation without regard to the type of 

15 test administered. 

16 ( d) Its specimen collectors observe the collection of testing specimens. 

17 (c) Its laboratories are certified and accredited by the United States Department of 

18 Health and Human Services. 

\9 (!) Its testing locations shall submit a specimen to a laboratory within one(\) 

20 business day of receipt and all specimens collected shall be handled pursuant to chain of 

21 custody procedures. The laboratory shall process and analyze the specimens and provide 

22 legally defensible test results to the Board within seven (7) business days oC receipt of the 

23 specimen. The Board will be notified of non-negative results within one (I) business day 

24 and wiU be notified of negative test results within seven (7) business days. 

25 (g) Its testing locations possess all the materials, equipment, and technical expertise 

26 necessary in order to test Respondent on any day of the week. 

27 (h) Its testing locations are able to scientifically test for urine, blood, und hair 

28 specimens for the detection of alcohol and illegal and controlled substances. 

8 
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(i) IL maintains testing sites located throughout California. 

2 U) It maintains an automated 24-hour toll-free telephone system andiol' a secure on-

3 line computer database that allows the Respondent to check in daily for testing. 

4 (k) It maintains a secure, HIP AA-compliant website or computer system that allows 

5 staff access to drug test results and compliance reporting information that is available 24 

6 hours a day. 

7 (I) ft employs or contracts with toxicologists that are licensed physicians and have 

g knowledge of substance abuse disorders and the appropriate medical training to interpret 

9 and evaluate laboratory biological fluid test results, medical histories, and any other 

1 o information relevant to biomedical information. 

l I (m) It will not consider a toxicology screen to be negative if a positive result is 

12 obtained while practicing, even if the Respondent holds a valid prescription for the 

I 3 substance. 

14 Prior to changing testing locations for any reason, including during vacation or other travel, 

15 altermtive testing locations must be approved by the Board and meet the requirements above. 

J 6 The contract shall require that the laboratory directly notify the Board or its dcsignee of 

17 non-negative results within one ( l) business day and negative test results within seven (7) 

18 business days of the results bccomit'g available. Respondent shall maintain this laboratory or 

19 service contract during the period of probation. 

20 A ecttified copy of any laboratory test result may be received in evidence in any 

21 procccuings between the Board and Respondent. 

22 If a biological fluid test result indicates Respondent has used, consumed, ingested, or 

23 administered to herself a prohibited sub,tance, the Board shall order Respondent to cease practice 

24 and instruct Respondent to leave any place of work where Respondent is practicing medicine or 

25 providing medical services. The 13oard shall immediately notify all of Respondent's employers, 

26 , supervisors and work monitors, if any, that Respondent may not practice medicine or provide 

27 medical services while the cease-practice order is in effect. 

28 A biological fluid test will not be considered negative if a positive result is obtained while 

9 
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practicing, even if1hc practitioner holds a valid prescription for the substance. lfno prohibited 

2 substance use exists, the Board shall Ii~ the cease-practice order within one (I) business day. 

3 After the issuance of a cease-practice order, the Board shall determine whether the positive 

4 biological fluid test is in fact evidence of prohibited substance use by consulting with the 

5 specimen collector and the laboratory, communicating with the licensee, his or her treating 

6 physician(s), other health care provider, or group facilitator, as applicable. 

7 For purposes of this condition, the terms "biological fluid testing" and "testing" mean the 

g acquisition and chemical analysis of a respondent's urine, blood, breath, or hair. 

9. For purposes of this condition, the term "prohibited substance" means an illegal drug, a 

1 o lawful drug not prescribed or ordered by an appropriately licensed heal th care provider for use by 

1 l Respondent and approved by the Board, alcohol, or any other substance the Respondent has been 

12 instructed by the Board not to use, consume, ingest, or administer to herself. 

13 If the Board confirms that a positive biological fluid test is evidence of use of a prohibited 

14 substance, Respondent has committed a major violation, as defined in section 1361.52(a), and the 

15 Board shall impose any or all of the consequences set forth in section l 361.52(b), in addition to 

16 any other terms or conditions the Board determines are necessary for public protection or to 

17 enhance Respondent's rehabilitation. 

18 6. CLil'i!CAL TRAI'f!NG PROGRAM-Condition Precedent,Should Respondent 

19 Return to Direct Patient Care. Prior to Respondent returning to a medical practice where she 

20 provides direct patient care, Respondent shall enroll in a clinical training or educational program 

21 equivalent to the Physician Assessment and Clinical Education Program (PACE) offered at the 

22 University of California - San Diego School of Medicine ("Program"). Respondent shall 

23 successfully complete the Program not later than six (6) months after Respondent's initial 

24 enrollment unless the Board or its designec agrees in writing to an extension of tbat time. 

25 The Program shall consist of a Comprehensive Assessment program comprised of a two-

26 day assessment of Respondent's physical and mental health; basic clinical and communication . 

27 skills common to all clinicians; and medical knowledge, skill and judgment pertaining to 

28 Respoadent's area of practice in which Respondent was alleged to be deficient, and at minimum, 

10 
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a 40 hour program of clinical education in the area of practice in which Respondent was alleged 

2 to be deficient and which takes into account data obtained from the assessment, Decision(s), 

3 Accusation(s), and any o'.het' information that the Board or its designee deems relevant. 

4 Respo;ident shall pay all expenses associated with the clinical training program. 

5 Based on Respondent's performance and test results in the assessment and clinical 

6 education, the Program will advise the Board or its designee ofits recommendation(s) for the 

7 scope and length of any additional educational or clinical training, treatment for any medical 

8 condition, treatment for any psychological condition, or anything else affecting Respondent's 

9 practice of medicine. Respondent shall comply with Program recommendations. 

Jo At the completion of any additional educational or clinical training, Respondent shall 

11 submit to and pass an examination. Determination as to whether Respondent successfully 

12 completed the examination or successfully completed the program is solely within the program's 

13 jurisdiction. 

14 The Respondent shall not resume direct patient care until enrollnient or participation in the 

15 clinical training program have been completed and Respondent has been so notified by the Board 

16 or ils dcsignce in writing. If the Respondent did not successfully complete the clinical training 

17 program, the Respondent shall not resume direct patient care. 

18 7. PSYCHOTHERAPY. Within 60 calendar days of the effective date of this Decision, 

19 Re.spondent shall submit to the I3oard or its designee for prior approval the name and 

20 qualifications of a California-licensed board certified psychiatrist or a licensed psychologist who 

21 has a doctoral degree in psychology and at least five years of postgraduate experience in the 

22 diagnosis and treatment of emoti0l1al and mental disorders. Upon approval, Respondent shall 

23 undergo and continue psychotherapy treatment, including any modifications to the frequency of 

24 psychotherapy, until the Board or its designec deems that no further psychoU1erapy is necessary. 

25 The psychotherapist shall consider any information provided by the Board or its dcsignce 

26 and any other information the psychotherapist deems relevant and shall furnish a written 

27 evaluation report to the Board or its dcsignee. Respondent shall cooperate in providing the 

28 psychotherapist any information and documents that the psychotherapist may deem pertinent. 
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Respondent shall have the treating psychotherapist submit quarterly status reports to the 

Board or its designee. The Board or its designee may require Respondent to undergo psychiatric 

evaluations by a Board-appointed board certified psychiatrist. lf, prior to the completion of 

probation, Respondent is found to be mentally unfit to resume the practice of medicine without 

restrictions, the Board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over Respondent's license and the 

period of probation shall be extended until the Board determines that Respondent is mentally fit 

to resume the practice of medicine without restrictions. 

Respondent shall pay the cost of all psychotherapy and psychiatric evaluations. 

8. :VIEDlCAL_J:lVALUA TlO)I A::-.lD TREATMENT-Condition Precedent. Respondent 

shall not engage in the practice of medicine until notified in writing by the Board or its designec 

of its determination that Respondent is medically fit to practice safely. 

Within 30 calendar days of the effective date of this Decision, and on a periodic basis 

thereafter as may be required by the Board or its designee, Respondent shall undergo a medical 

evaluation by a Board-appointed physician who shall consider any information provided by the 

Board or designee and any other information the evaluating physician deems relevant and shall 

furnish a medical report to the Board or its designce. Respondent shall provide the evaluating 

physician a:iy information and documentation that the evaluating physician may deem pertinent. 

Following the evaluation, Respondent shall comply with all restrictions or conditions 

recommended by the evaluating physician witl1i11 15 calendar days after being notified by the 

Board or its designec. lf Respondent is required by the Board or its designec to undergo medical 

treatment, Respondent shall within 30 calendar days of the requirement notice, submit to the 

Board or its designee for prior approval the name and qualifications of a California licensed 

treating physician of Respondent's choice. Upon approval of the treating physician, Respondent 

shall within 15 calendar days undertake medical treatment and shall continue such treatment until 

further notice from the Board or its dcsignee. 

The treating physician shall consider any infonnation provided by the Board or its dcsignee 

or any other information the treati:1g physician may deem pertinent prior to commencement of· 

treatment. Respondent shall have the treating physician submit quarterly rc]l<Jrts to the Board or 

12 
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its dcsignee indicating whether or not the Respondent is capable of practicing medicine safely. 

2 Respondent shall provide the Board or its designec with any and all medical records pertaining to 

3 treatment, the Board or its designee deems necessary .. 

4 If, prior to the completion of probation, Respondent is found to be physically incapable of 

5 resuming the practice of medicine without restrictions, the Board shall retain continuing 

6 jurisdiction over Respondent's license and the period of probation shall be extended until the 

7 Board determines that Respondent is physically capable of resuming the practice of medicine 

8 without restrictions. Respondent shall pay the cost of the medical evaluation(s) and treatment. 

9 9. NOTICE OF EMPLOYER OR SUPERVISOR !~FORMATION. Within seven (7) 

lo days of the effective date of this Decision, Respondent shall provide to the Board the names, 

l l physical addresses, mailing addresses, and telephone numbers of a:iy and all employers and 

12 supervisors. Respondent shall also provide specific, written consent for the Board, Respondent's 

13 worksite monitor, and Respondent's employers and supervisors to communicate regarding 

14 Respondent's work status, performance, and monitoring. 

15 For purposes of this section, "supervisors" shall include the Chiefof Staff and Health or 

16 Well Being Committee Chair, or equivalent, if applicable, when the Respondent has medical staff 

17 privileges. 

18 10. WORKS!TE MONITOR. Within thirty (30) calendar days of the effective date of 

19 this Decision, Respondent stall submit to the Board or its designee for prior approval as a 

20 worksite n10nitor1 tl-:e name and qualifications of one or more licensed physician and surgeon, 

21 other licensed health care professional if no physician and surgeon is available, or, as approved by 

22 the Board or its designcc, a person in a position of authority who is capable of monitoring the 

23 Respondent at work. 

24 The worksite monitor shall not have a current or former financial, personal, or familial 

25 relationship with Respondent, or any other relationship that could reasonably be expected to 

26 compromise the ability of the monitor to render impartial and unbiased reports to the Board or its 

27 designce. Ir it is impractical for anyone but Respondent's employer to serve as the worksite 

28 monitor, this requirement may be waived by the Board or its designee, however, under no 

13 
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circumstances shall Responden:'s worksite monitor be an employee or supervisee of the licensee. 

2 The worksile monitor shall have an active unrestricted license with no disciplinary action 

3 within the last five (5) years, and shall sign an affirmation that he or she has reviewed the terms 

4 and conditions of Respondent's disciplinary order and agrees to monitor Respondent as set forth 

5 by lhe Board or its designce. 

6 Respondent shall pay all worksite monitoring costs. 

7 The worksile monitor shall have face-to-face contact with Respondent in the work 

8 environment on as frequent a basis as detem1ined by the Board or its designee, but not less than 

9 once per week; interview other staff in the office regarding Respondent's behavior, if requested 

lO by the Board or its designee; and review Respondent's work altendance. 

11 The worksite monitor shall verbally report any suspected substance abuse to the Board and 

12 Respondent's employer or supervisor witiiin one (I) business day of occurrence. If the suspected 

13 substance abuse does not occur during the Board's normal business hours, the verbal report shal I 

14 be made to the Board or its designee within one (I) hour of the next business day. A written 

J 5 report that includes the date, time, and location of the suspected abuse; Respondent's actions; and 

16 any other information deemed important by the worksite monitor shall be submitted to the Board 

17 or its designee within 48 hours of the occurrence, 

18 The worksitc monitor shall complete and submit a written report monthly or as directed by 

19 the Board or its dcsignee which shall include the following: (1) Respondent's name and 

20 Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate number; (2) the worksite monitor's name and signature; (3) 

21 the worksite monitor's license number, if applicable; (4) the location or location(s) of the 

22 worksite; (5) the dates Respondent had face-to-face contact with the worksite monitor; (6) the 

23 names ofworksite staff interviewed, if applicable; (7) a report of Respondent's work attendance; 

24 (8) any change in Respondent's behavior and/or personal habits; and (9) any indicators that can 

25 lead to suspected substance abuse by Respondent, Responder.I shall complete any required 

26 consent forms and execute agreements with the approved worksite monitor and the Board, or its 

27 dcsignee, authorizing the Board, or its designce, and worksitc monitor to exchange information. 

28 If the work.site monitor resigns or is no longer available, Respondent shall, within five (5) 

\4 
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calendar days of such resignation or unavailability, submit to the Board or its designec, for prior 

2 approval, the name and qualifications of a replacement monitor who will be assuming that 

3 responsibility within fifteen (l 5) calendar days. If Respondent fails to obtain approval of a 

4 replacement monitor within sixty (60) calendar days of the resignation or unavailability of the 

5 monitor, Respondent shall receive a notification from the Board or its dcslgnee to cease the 

6 practice of medicine within three (3) calendar days after being so notified. Respondent shall 

7 cease the practice of medicine until a replacement monitor is approved and assumes monitoring 

8 responsibility. 

9 l L NOTrFICATJON. Within seven (7) days of the effective date of this Decision, the 

JO Respondent shall provide a true copy of this Decision aud Accusation and Petition to Revoke 

11 Probation to the Chief of Staff or the Chief Executive Officer at every hospital where privileges 

12 or membership arc extended to Respondent, at any other facility where Respondent engages in the 

13 practice of medicine, including all physician and locum tenens registries or other similar agencies, 

14 and to the Chief Executive Officer at every insurance carrier which extends malpractice insurance 

15 coverage to Respondent. Respondent shall submit proof of compliance to the Board or its 

16 designee within 15 calendar days. 

17 This condition shall apply to any changc(s) in hospitals, other facilities or insurance carrier. 

18 12. SUPERVISION OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS. During probation, Respondent is 

19 prol-.ibited from supervising physician assistmlls. 

20 13. OHEYALL LAWS. Respondent shall obey all federal, state a1'd local laws, all rules 

21 governing the practice of medicine in California and remain in full compliance with any court 

22 ordered criminal probation, payments, and other orders. 

23 14. QUARTERLY DECLARAII.QNS. Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations 

24 under penalty of perjury on forms provided by the Board, stating whether there bas been 

25 compliance with all the conditions of probation. 

26 Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations not later than l 0 calendar days after the end 

27 of the preceding quarter. 

28 /// 
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15. GJ3NERAL PRORATIO\I REQUIREMENTS. 

2 Comp:.Lance wilh Probation Unit 

3 Respondent shall comply with the Board's probation unit and all terms and conditions of 

4 this Decision. 

5 Address Chan&'.es 

6 Respondent shall, at all times, keep the Iloard informed of Respondent's business and 

7 residence addresses, email address (if available), a11d telephone number. Changes of such 

g addresses shall be immediately communicated in writing to the Board or its designee. C'nder no 

9 circumstances shall a posl office box serve as an address of record, except as allowed by Business 

IO and Professions Code section 202l(b). 

11 Place of Practice 

12 Respondent shall not engage in the practice of medicine in Respondent's or patient's place 

13 of residence, unless tbe patient resides in a skilled nursing facility or other similar licensed 

14 facility. 

J 5 License Renewal 

16 Responde1't shall maintain a current and renewed California physician's and surgeon's 

17 license. 

18 Travel or Residence Outside California 

I 9 Respondent shall immediately inform the Board or its designee, in writing, of travel to any 

20 areas outside the jurisdiction of California which lasts, or is contemplated to last, more than thirty 

21 (30) calendar days. 

22 In the event Respondent should kave the State of California to reside or to practice 

23 Respondent shall notify the Board or its designee in writing 30 calendar days prior to the dates of 

24 departure and return. 

25 16. INTERVIEW WlTll THE BOARD OR ITS DES!GNEE. Respondent shall be 

26 available in person upon request for interviews either at Respondent's place of business or at the 

27 probation unit office, with or without prior notice throughout the term of probation. 

28 17. NON-PRACTICE WHILE ON PROBATJ_QN_. Respondent shall notify the Board or 

16 



its designee in writing within 15 calendar days of any periods of non-practice lasting more than 

2 30 calendar days and within 15 calendar days of Respondent's return to practice. Non-practice is 

3 defined as any period of time Respondent is not practicing medicine in California as defined in 

4 Business and Professions Code sections 2051 and 2052 for at least 40 hours in a calendar month 

5 in direct patient care, clinical activity 01· teaching, or other act.ivity as approved by the Board. All 

6 time spent in an intensive training program which has been approved by the Board or its designee 

7 shall not be considered non-practice. Practicing medicine in another state of the United States or 

g Federal jurisdiction while on probation with the medical licensing authority of that state or 

9 jurisdiction shall not be coasidered non-practice. A Board-ordered suspension of practice shall 

JO not be considered as a period of non-practice. 

[I In the event Respondent's period ofnon-practice while on probation exceeds 18 calendar 

12 months, Respondent shall successfully complete a clinical training program that meets the criteria 

13 1 of Condition 18 of the cutTent version of the Board's "Manual of Model Disciplinary Orders and 

14 Disciplinary Gaidelines" prior to resuming the practice of medicine. 

I 5 Respondent's period of non-practice while on probation shall not exceed two (2) years. 

16 Periods of non-practice will not apply to the reduction of the probationary term. 

l 7 Periods of non-practice will relieve Respondent of the responsibility to comply with the 

18 probationary terms and conditions with the exception of this condition and the following terms 

19 and conditions of probation: Obey All Laws; and General Probation Requirements. 

20 18. COMPLET!ON OF PROBATION. Respondent shall comply with all financial 

21 obligations (e.g., restitution, probation costs) not later than 120 calendar days prior to the 

22 completion of probation. Upon successful completion of probation, Respondent's certificate shall 

23 be fully restored. 

24 19. VIOLATION OF PROBATION. Failure to fully comply with any term or condition 

25 of probation is a violation of probation. 

26 A. If Respondent commits a major violation of probation as defined by section 

27 1361.52, subdivision (a), of Title 16 of the California Code of Regulations, the Board shall 

28 take one or more of the following actions: 

17 
------------
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( l) Issue an immediate cease-practice order and order Respondent to undergo a 

2 ciinica! diag_nostjc evaluation to be conducted in accordance \Vitli section 1361.5, 

3 subdivision (c)(l), of Title 16 of the California Code of Regulations, at Respondent's 

4 expense. The cease-practice order issued by the Board or its dcsignec shall slate that 

5 Respondent must lest negative for at least a month of continuous biological lltiid testing 

6 before being allowed to resur.1c practice. For purposes of the determining the length of 

7 time a respondent must test negative while undergoing continuous biological fluid testing 

8 following issuance of a cease-practice order, a month is defined as thirty calendar (30) 

9 days. Respondent may not resume the practice of medicine until notified in writing by the 

IO Board or its designee that he or she may do so. 

l l (2) Increase the frequency nt' biological fluid testing. 

12 (3) Refer Respondcnt'for further disciplinary action, such as suspens:on, 

J J revocation, or other action as determined by the Board or its designee. 

J 4 n. If Respondent commits a minor violation of probation as defined by section 1361.52, 

15 subdivision (c), ofTitie 16 of the California Code of Regulations, the Board shall take one 

16 or more of the following actions: 

l 7 (I) Issue a cease-practice order; 

18 (2) Order practice limitations; 

l 9 (3) Order or increase supervision of Respondent; 

20 ( 4) Order increased documentation; 

21 (5) Issue a citation and fine, or a warning letter; 

22 (6) Order Respondent to undergo a clinlcal diagnostic evaluation lo be conducted 

23 in accordance with section 1361.5, subdivision (c)(l), of Title 16 of the California Code of' 

24 Regulations, at Respondent's expense; 

25 (7) Take any other action as determined by the Board or its designee. 

26 C. Nothing in t!:iis Decision shall be considered a limitation on the Board's authority to 

27 revoke Respondent's probation if she has violated any term or condition of probation. If 

28 Respondent violates probation in any respect, the Board, after giving Respondent notice and the 

I ______ _ 
I 
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opportunity lo be heard, may revoke probation and carry out the disciplinary order that was 

2 stayed. If an Accusation, or Petition to Revoke Probation, or an I.ntcrim Suspension Order is filed 

3 against Respondent during probation, the Board shall have continuing jurisdiction until the matter 

4 is final, and the period of probation shall be extended until the matter is final. 

5 20. LICENSE SURRENDER. Following the effective date of this Decision, if 

6 Respondent ceases practicing due to retirement or health reasons or is otherwise unable to satisfy 

7 the terms and conditions of probation, Respondent may request to surrender his or her license. 

8 The Board reserves the right to evaluate Respondent's request and to exercise its discretion in 

9 determining whether or not to grant the request, or to take any other action deemed appropriate 

10 and reasonable under the circumstances. Upon formal acceptance of the surrender, Respondent 

11 shall within 15 calendar days ddiver Respondent's wallet and wall certificate to the Board or its 

12 designee and Respondent shall no longer practice medicine. Respondent will no longer be subject 

J3 to the terms and conditions of probation. If Respondent re-applies for a medical license, the 

! 4 application shall be treated as a petition for reinstatement of a revoked certificate. 

15 21. PROBATION MONITORl)!G COSTS. Respondent shall pay the costs associated 

! 6 with probation monitoring each and every year of probation, as designated by the Board, which 

17 , may be adjusted on an annual basis. Such costs shall be payable to the Medical Board of 

! 8 California and delivered to the Board or its designee no later than January 31 of each calendar 

19 year. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 Ill 

27 Ill 

28 Ill 

19 
- ------ -··--------

(.:T!Tll IT A 'T't:n C::r::'T"T'I 1:1>,.,0:;).l'f' fQl\f\ '1fl I A flf\r.011 \ 

AG040 



ACCEPTANCE 

2 r have carefully read the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order and have fully 

3 discussed it with my attorney, Theodore A. Cohen, Esq. l understand the stipulation and the 

4 effect it will have on my Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate. l enter into this Stipulated 

5 Settlement and Disciplinary Order voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to be 

6 bound by the Decision and Order of the Medical Board of California . 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

..____ 
,.,..----:-- ---~ 

<:_---·~--- C(_C;~'--A- • 
·~~~~~~~~ 

SACHA COMDEN, M.D. 
Respondent 

DATED: 

I have read and fully discussed with Respondent Sacha Comden, M.D. the terms and 

conditions and other matkrs contained in the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order. 

~;;,,~;£__~--
Attorney for Respondent 

I approve its form and content. 

DATED ~;{,~~ 

EJ';DORSEMENT 

The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully 

submitted for consideration by the Medical Board of California. 
Dated: q / 3 / ";2.-ot <;;' Respectfully submitted, 

LA2013610847 

KA.\IALA D. HARRJS 
Attorney General ofCaliforriia 

~
' 

. 
DITH T. ALVARADO 

pervising Deputy Attorney General 
Attorneys for Complainant 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

KAYIALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
JUDITH T. ALVARADO 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 155307 
California Department of Justice 

300 South Spring Street, Suite 1702 
Los Angeles, California 900 13 
Telephone: (213) 576-7149 
Facsimile: (213) 897-9395 

.11/orneysfor Comp/airwnl 

FILED 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA 
SACRAMENTO No!Hmbu Ol'- 20 !'I 
BY l<rdt; V DI»\ '1 ANALYST 

7 BEFORE THE 
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA 

8 DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
St ATE OF CALIFORNIA 

9 11---------------~ 
10 In.the Matter of the Accusation and Petition to Case No. 800-2014-006033 

11 

12 

131 
14 

15 

Revoke Probation Against: 

SACHA SUSAN COMDEN, M.D. 

2973 Harbor Boulevard, #244 
Costa Mesa. California 92626 

Physician's and Surgeon's Certiticat~ 
No. A l l 2824, 

Respondent. 

16 1:-------~--------' 
17 

18 Complainant alleges: 

ACCt:SA TIO:\ AND PETITION TO 
REVOKE PROBATION 

19 PARTIES 

20 l. Kimberly Kirchmeycr (Complainant) brings this Accusation und Petition to R~voke 

21 Probation solely in her oflicial capacity u.' the Executive Director or the Medical Board of 

22 California, Deparl~ent of~Consurner Affairs. 

23 2. On or about June l G, 20 I 0, the Medical Bo~rd of California issued Physician's and 

24 Surgeon's Certificate Number A l l2&2't to Sacha Susan Comden, M.D. (Respondent). The 

25 Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the 

26 charges brought herein and will expire on February 29, 2016, unless renewed. 

27 Ill 

28 /// 
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3. In the Maaer of the Application of Sacha Susan Comden, M.D., Case No. 20-2010-

2 206930, the Medical Board of California issued a Decision on June 8, 20 I 0, effective June 15, 

3 2010, in which Respondent was issued a five year probationary Physician's and Surgeon's 

4 Certitica!c with certain terms and conditions, including Biological Fluid Testing, Abstention from 

5 Controlled Substances, Abstention from the use of products or beverages containing alcohol, and 

6 enrollment in an approved monitoring program. A copy of the 2010 Decision is attached as 

7 Exhibit A and is incorporated by reference. 

8 .JlJRISDICTION 

9 4. This Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation is brought before the Medical 

lo Board of Califorr.ia (Board), Department of Consumer Affairs, under the authority of the 

l l following laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise 

12 ir.dicated. 

13 

14 

5. Section 2004 uC the Code stales: 

"The board shall have the responsibility for the following: 

J 5 "(a) The enforcement of the disciplinary and criminal provisions of the Medical Practice 

16 Act. 

17 "(b) The administration and hearing of disciplinary actions. 

18 "(c) Carrying out disciplinary actions appropriate to findings made by a ~ancl or an 

19 administrative law judge. 

20 "(c!) Suspcndingi revoking, or otherwise limiting certificates after the conclusion of 

21 disciplinary actions. 

22 "(e) Reviewing t~.e quality of medical practice carried out by physician and surgeon 

23 certi ticatc holders under tl'.c juristliction of the board. 

24 "(I) Approving undergraduate and graduate medical education programs. 

25 "(g) Approving clinical clerkship a11d special programs and hospitals for the programs in 

26 subdivision (I). 

27 "(h) [ssuing licenses and certificates ur.der the board's jurisdiction. 

28 "(i) Administering the board's continuing medical education program." 

2 
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6. Section 2227 of the Code provides that a licensee who is found guilty under the 

2 Medical Practice Act may have his or her license revoked, suspended for a period not to exceed 

3 one year, placed on probation and be required to pay the.costs of probation monitoring. or such 

4 other action taken in relation to discipline as the board deems pt·oper. 

5 7. Section 2234 of the Code, states: 

6 ''The board shall take action against any licensee who is charged with unprofessional 

7 conduct. In addition lo other provisions of this aiticle, unprofessional conduct ir.cludes, but is not 

8 limited to, the following: 

9 "(a) Violating or attempti~g to violate, directly or indirectly, assisting in or abetting the 

10 violation of, or conspiring lo violate any provision of this chapter. 

l l "(b) Gross negligence. 

\2 "(c) Repeated neglrgent acts. To be repeated, there must be two or more negligent acts or 

13 omissions. i\n initial r.~gligenl act or omission foUowcd by a separat.e and distinct departure from 

14 the app!icablc standard of care shall constitute repeated negligent acts. 

15 "( l) An initial negligem diagnosis followed by an act or omission medically appropriate 

16 for that negligent diagnosis of tbe patient shall constitute a single negligent act. 

17 "(2) When the standa'd of care requires a change in the diagnosis, act, or omission that 

18 constitutes the negligent act described in paragraph (I), including, but not limited to, a 

19 reevaluation of the diagnosis or a change in treatment, and the licensee's conduct departs from the. 

20 applicable slandard of care, l.!ach dcpurlllre constitutes a scpurale and disti:ict breach of the 

2 t standard of care. 

22 "(d) Incompetence. 

23 "(c) The commission of any act involving dishonesty ur corruption which is substantially 

24 related to the qualifications, 'tunctions, or duties of a physician and surgeon. 

25 "(f) Any action or conduct which would have warranted the denial ofa certificate. 

26 "(g) The practice of medicine from this state into another state or cuunlry without meeting 

27 the lcgai requiremenls ofthal slate or country for the practice of medicine. Section 2314 shall not 

28 

3 
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apply tu !his subdivision. This subdivision shall become opera!ivc upon the implementation of 

2 the proposed registration program described in Section 2052.5. 

3 "(h) The repeated failure by a certificate holder, in the absence ol' good cause, to attend and 

4 participate in an in:crview scheduled by lhe muiual agreement ot'the certificate holder and lhc 

s board. This subdivision shall only apply lo a certificate holder who is the subject of an 

6 ir.vcstigation by the board." 

7 8. Section 2238 of the Code stales: 

8 AA violation ol"any federal slalLttc or federal regulation or any of the statutes or regulations 

9 of this stale regulaling datcgerous drugs or conlrolled substances conslitules unprofessional 

IO conduct.@ 

11 9. Section 2242 of the Code slates: 

12 "(a) Prescribing, dispensing, or furnishing dangerous drugs as defined in Section 4022 

I 3 without an a;iproprialc prior examination and a medical indication, constitulcs unprofessional 

14 conduct. 

15 "(b} No licensee shall be found to hove committed unprofessional conduct within the 

16 meaning ol' this seclion if, Ul the time tho drugs Were prescribed, dispensed, or furnished, any of 

17 the following applies: 

18 "(!)The licensee was a designated physician and sLJrgeon or podiatrist serving in the 

19 absence of the patient's physician and surgeon_ or podialrist, as the case may be, ar.d if the drugs 

20 \\•crC prescribed, dispensed, or f~urnished only as necessary to maintain the palient until the return 

21 , of his cir her prac:itioner, bul in any case no longer than 72 hours. 

22 "(2} The licensee transmitted the order fo1· the drugs to a registered nurse or lo a licensed 

23 vocational nurse in an inpatient facility, and if both of the following conditions exist: 

24 "(A) The practitioner had consulted with the registered nurse or licensed vocational nurse 

25 who had reviewed the patient's records. 

26 "(B) The practitioner was designated as the practitioner to serve in the absence of the 

27 patient's physician and surgeon or podiatrist, as the case may be. 

28 /// 
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r'(3) 1·he licc:iscc '"·as a dc:signatcd practitioner serving in the absence of the patient1s 

2 physician and surgeon or podiatrist, as the rnse may be, and wus in possession of or had utilized 

3 the pat;cnt's records and ordered the renewal of' a medically indicated prescription for an amount 

4 not cxccedir.g the original prescription in strength or amount or for more than one refill. 

5 "(4) The licensee was acting in accordance with Section 120582 of the Health and Safety 

6 Code." 

7 10. Section 2266 of the Code slates: I\ The failure ofa physician and surgeon to maintain 

g adequate and accurate records relating to the provision of services to their patients constitutes 

9 unprofessional conduct.@ 

1 O I l. Business and Professions Code section 725 provides: 

11 '·(a) Repeated acts of clearly excessive prescribing, furnishin1;:, dispensing, or administering 

t 2 of drugs cir treatment, repeated acts of clearly excessive use ol' diagnostic procedures, or repeated 

l 3 acts of clearly exccssi ve use of diagnostic or treatment facilities as determined by the standard of 

14 the community of licensees is unprofessional conduct for a physician and surgeon, dentist, 

15 podiatris:, psychologi>t, physical therapist, chiropractor, optometrist, speech-language 

16 pathologist, or ai:diologist. 

17 "'(b) Any person who engages ir. repeated acts of clearly excessive prescribing or 

18 administering of drugs or treatment is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of 

19 not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than six hundred dollars ($600), or by 

20 iinpri:lorunent for a tenn of not less than 60 days nor more than l 80 days, or by both that fine und 

21 imprisonment. 

22 "(c) A practitioner who has a medical basis for prescribing, furnishing. dispensing. or 

23 administering dangerous drugs or prescription conlrollcd subs lances shall not be subject to 

24 disciplinary action or prosecution under this section. 

25 ;'(d) No physician and surgeon shall be subject to disciplinary action pursuant to this section 

26 for treating intractable pain in compliance with Section 2241.5." 

27 /// 
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FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCJPLIN~; 

2 (Gross Negligence) 

3 12. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2234, subdivision (b), of 

4 the Code, in that she wrongfully prescribed scheduled medications to S.G., A.M. and J.M.1 l"he 

5 circumstances are as follows: 

6 13. Between 2010 and May 31, 2013, Respondent worked at Harbor-UCLA Medical 

7 Center as a hospital isl. As a hospita:ist al Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, Respondent was 

8 perm: lied to write prescript:ons on the "Los Angeles County Department of Health Services 

9 Coastal Cluster" pre-printed prescription forms that bore Respondent's na:ne. Such prescriptions 

Io were to be written only for patients of Harbor-UCLA Medical Center who were provided medical 

11 ' care/services by Respondent. After May 31, 2013, when Respondent terminated her emplo)'ment 

12 with I [aroor-UCLA Medical Center, she was no lon~cr pcrmiued to use the "Los Angeles County 

13 Depa11menl ofllcalth Services Coastal Cluster'' pre-printed prescription forms to wri~e 

14 prescriptions. 

15 S.G. 

16 14. Bet ween June 26, 2012, and November 4, 2012, Respondent wrote five prescriptions 

17 for S.G. S.G. was a nurse practitioner at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center and a co-worker of 

18 Rcspor.dent. There was no rea3on for Respondent to provide medical care and trea:ment to S.G. 

t 9 or for Respondent to wTite prescriptions for S.G. 

20 l 5. Re~pondl...'nt wrote prescriptions for Acchuninophcr. with Codeine;2 Zolpidein;J and 

21 Clonazepa:n,'1 for S.G. without medical indication. 

22 A.M. 

23 l 6. Between Augus: 19, 20 t l, and August I, 20 lJ, Respondent wrote twenty-eight 

24 I prescriptions for A.M. A.M. was never a patient at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center. 

25 
I 

26 I 
27 ' 

281 

1 Individuals are referred to by initial to preserve privacy. 
2 A~ opiate narcotic analgesic; a Schedule III controlled substance. 
3 Ambicn, a bcnzodiazepine; a Schedule IV controlled substance. 
4 Klonopin, a benzodiazepine; a Schedule IV controlled substance. 

6 
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did not provide any medical care or lrea'.ment 10 t\.M. at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, therefore 

2 there was no clinical indication for her to write any prescription for A.M. 

3 17. Respondent wrote prescriptions for Hydrocodonc with Acetaminophen;5 Oxycodonc;6 

4 i Clonazepam; and Zolpidem for A.M. without medical indication. 

5 J.:\-1. 

6 18. Between May 13, 2011, and August I, 2013, Respondent wrote sixty-three 

7 prescriptions for J.M. J.M. was never a patient al Harbor-UCLA Medical Center. Respondent 

g did not provide any medical care or treatment lo J.M. at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, therefore 

9 there was no clinical indication for her write any prescription for J.M. 

Io 19. Respondent wrote prescriptions for Hydromorphone;7 Endocet;8 llydrocodone and 

11 Bitartratc and Acetaminophen; Lorazepam;9 Oxycodone; Acetaminophen and Codeine; 

12 Clonazcpar.i; and Zolpidcm for J.M. without medical indication. 

13 SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

14 (Repeated Negligent Acts) 

15 20. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2234, subdivision (c), of 

16 the Code, in that she wrongfully prescribed scheduled medications lo S.0., A.M. and J.M. The 

17 circumstance.- are as follows: 

18 21. The allegations oi'thc First Cause for Discipline arc incorporated herein by reference 

19 as if fully set forth. 

20 THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

21 (Prescribing Without Medical Indication) 

22 22. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2242 of the Code in that 

23 she prescribed controlled subs:anc°' and other dangerous drugs to S.G., A.M., and J.M. without 

24 ! 

25 I 

26 

27 

28 

1 Norco, an opiate narcotic analgesic; a Schedule Ill controlled substance. 
6 A semi-synthetic opioid narcotic analgesic; a Schedule II controlled substance. 
7 Dilaudid, an opiate narcotic analgesic; a Schedule II controlled substance. 
8 Oxvcodonc and Acetaminophen. 
9 Ativan, a benzodiazepine; a Schedule IV controlled substance. 

7 
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pcrformir:g a physical examination or determining a medical indication. The circumstances are as 

2 follows: 

3 23. The allegations of the First Cause for Discipline arc incorporated herein by reference 

4 as if fully sci forth. 

5 'i<OURTH CAUSR FOR nJSCIPLINE 

6 (Excessive Prescribing) 

7 24. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 725 of the Code in that she 

g wrote clearly excessive prcsc:·iptions for S.G., A.M., and J.M. The circumstances arc as follows: 

9 25. The allegations of' the First Cause for Discipline arc incorpora~ed herein by refrrence 

10 as ·if folly set forth. 

11 FffTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLl'.'IE 

12 (Violation of Drug Statutes) 

13 26. Respondcr.t is subject to disciplinary action under section 2238 of the Code, in 

14 conjunction with sections 2242 and 725, in that she violated drug statutes when she wrongfully 

15 prescribed Schcdu:cd Controlled Substances lO S.G., A.M., and J.M. The circumstances are as 

16 follows: 

J 7 27. The allegations of the First Cause for Discipline are incorporated herein by reforence 

18 as if fully set forth. 

19 SIXTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

20 (Failure to M"intain Adequate and Accurate i{iedical Record•) 

2 J 28. Responde~I is subject lo disciplinary action under section 2266 of the Code in that 

22 she failed to prepare and maintain adequate and accurate records pertaining to her prescriptions of 

23 Scheduled Controlled Substar.ccs lo S.G., A.M., and J.M. The circumstances arc as follows: 

24 29. The allegations of the f'irst Cause for Discipline arc incorporated herein by reference 

25 as if fully set forth. 

26 Ill 

27 Ill 

28 Ill 
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2 

FIRST CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION 

(Failure to Comply: Biological Fluid Testing) 

J 30. Condition (2) of the June 8, 2010, Decision and Order states: 

4 '·Applicant shall immediately submit to biological Jluid testing, at applicant's 

5 expense, upon request of the Board or its dcsignee. Prior to practicing medicine, applicant shall, 

6 at appiicant's expense, contrnct with a laboratory service-approved in advance by the Board or its 

7 designee-lhat will conduct random, unannounced, observed, urine testing a minimum.of four 

8 times each month. The contract shall require results of the urine tests to be transmitted by the 

9 laboratory or service directly l<> the Board or its designcc within four hours oflhe results 

10 bccomir.g available. Failure to maintain this laboratory or service during tbe period of probation 

11 is a violation of probation. A certified copy of any laboratory test may be received in evidence in 

J 2 a~y proceedings between t!1e Board and applicant. Failure to submit to or comply with the time 

I J frame for sub1:iitt:ng lo, or failure lo complete the required biological fluid testing, is a violation 

14 ofprobatiou: 

J 5 31. Respo~dcni·s probation is Sllbjec! to revocation because she failed lo col!lply with 

16 Condition (2) of the June 8, 2010, Decision, referenced above. The facts and circumstances 

17 regarding this violation arc as follows: 

18 32. Respondent missed biological fluid testing on tbe following dates: January 23, 2013; 

19 May 5, 2013; May 16, 2013; May 23, 2013; June 18, 2013; June 19, 2013; June 20;2013; July 

20 25, 2013; July 26. 20 I 3; July 29, 2013; August 15, 2013; August 22, 2013; August 27, 2013; 

21 September 12, 2013; October 7, 2013; October 8, 2013; October 31, 2013; November 5, 2013, 

22 November 13, 20JJ; November 18, 2013; November 19, 2013; November21, 2013; December 

23 JO, 201]; December 13, 201J; December 18, 2013, and December JO, 2013. Respondent has not 

24 submitted herself for biological testing in 2014. 

25 33. The majority of the biological fluid tests that Respondent did complete were not 

26 observed tests. 

27 34. Respondent violated her probation by failing to undergo the required, observed 

28 biological tluid testing. 
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SECOND CAUSE TO REVOKF: PROBATION 

2 (Failure lo Participate in an Approved Monitoring Program (PAG)) 

3 35. Condition (3) of the June 8, 2010, Decision and Order states: 

4 "Applicar.t shall continue e~rollment and participation in an approved monitoring 

5 program, such as the California Physicians Health Group. Within ten days of the effective date, 

6 applicant slcall provide the Board with a copy of the monitoring contract and shall execute a 

7 release authorizing the Board to receive reports of the applicant's compliance with the specified 

g tecn'5 and conditions, ir.cluding, the results of biological fluid testing. Applicant shall participate 

9 in that monitoring program at least for t~e period of' probation. 

Io "The monitorir.g program shall nolily the Buard in writing within 5 calendar days 

11 af:er ap?licant is notified by the monitoring program of a determination that further treatment and 

12 rcbabilitation are necessary. The Roard shall retain continuing jurisdiction over applicant's 

lJ license and the period of probation sha\l be extended until the monitoring program determines 

\4 that further treatment ar.d rehabilitation arc no longer ncccsoary. Such a determination shall not 

15 be made without the applicant first having successfully completed an independent evaluation. 

16 The applicant shall provide the evaluation to the Board not less than 30 days prior to termination 

17 from the program. If the monitoring program determines the applicant is not safe to practice 

18 medicine, the monitoring program shall notify both the applicant and the Board within 24 hours 

19 of its dclennination. The applicant shall cease the practice of medicine and shall not engage in 

20 the practice of medicine until notified in writing by 1hc Board or its dcsigncc lhat applicant may 

21 resume the practice of medicine. Failure to cooperate or comply with the monitoring program 

2?. requirements and recom:ncnda:ions, Gll:tting the program without permission, or being expelled 

23 for cause is a violation of probation." 

24 36. Respondent's probation is subject lo revocation because she failed to comply with 

25 Condition (3) of the June 8, 20 I 0, Decision, referenced above. The facts and circumstances 

26 regarding this violation are as follows: 

27 /// 

28 /// 

10 

Accusatioi: and Petition to Revoke Probation (800-2014-006033) 

Ft.Go:.2 



I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

! 11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26: 

27 

2& 

37. Respondent has not been in compliance with Condition 3, PAO since the third quai1er 

of 20 l 3, by failing to maintain enrollment and participation in an approved monitoring program, 

and as such, has violated probation. 

THIRD CAUSE TO RF:VOKF. PROBATION 

(Abst•in from the Personal Use of Controlled Subslanccs) 

38. Condition (SJ of the June 8, 2010, Decision and Order sta!es: 

"Applicant shall abstain completely from the personal use or possession of controlled 

substances as defined in the California Uniform Controlled Substances Act, dangerous drugs as 

defined by Business and Professions Code section 4022, and any drugs requiring a prescription. 

Thi.< prohibition docs not apply to medications lawfully prescribed to applicant by another 

practitioner for a hona fide illness or condition. 

"Within firteen (15) calendar days ot'rcceiving any lawful prescription medications, 

applicant shall notify the Board or its dcsignee of the: issuing practitioner's name, address and 

telephor.e number', medication name and strength; and issuing pharmacy name, address and 

telephone number." 

39. Condition ( 15) of tile June 8, 20 l 0, Decision and Order states: 

"Failure to fully et>mply with any term or condition of probation is a violation of 

probation.'' 

40. Respondent's probation is subject to revocation because she foiled to comply with 

Condition (5) of the June 8 1 201-0, Decision, referenced nbovrt. The racls und circumstances 

regarding this violation are as follo.ws: 

41. The biological fluid test results for the June 5, 2013, sample collection tested positive 

for clona.,epam, hydrocodone, hydromorphone, oxymorphone and oxycodone. 

42. Respondent violated her probation by the personal use of controlled substances as 

indicated from the positive biological fluid test of June 5, 20 lJ. 

FOURTH CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION 

(Obey all Luws) 

43. Condition (8) of the June 8, 2010, Decision and Order states: 

11 

Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation (800-2014·006033) 

AG053 



"Applicant shall obey all federal, stole and local laws, and all rules governing the 

2 1 practice of medicine in California.'' 

J 44. Condition ( 15) of Lhc June 8, 20 I 0, Decision ar.d Order states: 

4 "rai!urc to fully comply with any term or condition of probation is a violation of 

5 probation." 

6 45. Respondent's probation is subject to revocation because she failed to comply with 

7 Condition (8) of the June 8, 20 IO, Decision, referenced above. The facts and circumstances 

g regarding this violation are as follows: 

9 46. The allegat:ons of the l'irst through Sixth Causes for.Discipline are incorporated 

IO herein by reference as if fully set forth. 

11 47. Respondent violated probation in lhal she violated the Medical Practice Act, as more 

12 fully set forth in the First, Second, Thirc!, Fifth, and Sixth Causes for Discipline and when she 

13 violated Code section 725, as more fully set forth in the Fourth Cause for Discipline. 

14 FIFTH CAUSE TO REVOKF. PROBATION 

15 (Failure to Submit Quarterly Dccl11rntlons) 

16 48. Condition (9) of the Jur.e 8, 20 I 0, Decision and Order states: 

17 ' "Applicant shall submit qua1terly declarations under penalty of perjury on forms 

18 i provided by the Board, stat!ng whether there has been compliance with all conditions of . · 

19 i probatior.. Applicant shall subr:1it quarterly declarations not later than ten (10) calendar days after 

20 the end of the preceding quaner." 

21 49. Condition (15) of the June 8, 2010, Decision and Order states: 

22 "Fail tire to fully comply with any term or condition of" probation is a violation o [" 

23 proba:ion." 

24 50. Respondent's probation is subject to revocation because she failed lo comply with 

25 Condition (9) of the June 8, 20 I 0, Decision, referenced above. The facts and circumstances 

26 rcgardir.g this violation arc as follows: 

27 51. Respond en.I has not been in compliance w"1th Condition 9, submission of quarterly 

28 declarations, since the third quarter of 2013, and as such, has violated probation. 
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SIXTII CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION 

(Failure to Comply with the Prub;ition Unit) 

3 52. Condition (I 0) of the June 8, 20 I 0, Decision and Order states: 

4 "Applicant shall comply with the Board's proba:ion unit. Applicant shall, at all 

5 times, keep the Board informed of applicant's business and residence addresses. Changes ()f such 

6 j addresses shall be immediately communicated in writing lo the Board or its <lesignec. Under no 

7 I circumstances shall a post office box serve as an address of record, except as allowed by Business 
t 

8 . and Professions Code Section.202l(b). 

91 ·'Applicant shall not engage in the practice of medicine in applicant's place of 

JO rcside~cc. Applicanl shall main:ain a current and renewed California p'1ysician's and surgeon·s 

11 probationary license. 

12 "/\pplicant shall immediately inform the Board ot· its designce, in writing, of travel to 

!3 ar.y area3 ou1s:de 1hcjurisdiction of California which lasts, or is contemplated to last, more than 

14 t!1irt.y (30) calendar days." 

15 53. Condition ( 15) of the June 8, 20 I 0, Decision and Order states: 

16 "failure to fully comply with any tenr. or condition of probation is a violation of 

17 probation." 

18 54. Respondent's probation is subjccl to revocation because she failed to comply with 

19 Condition (10) ol'thc June 8, 2010, Decision. refrrenced above. The facts and circumstances 

20 regarding this violation arc as follows: 

21 55. Respondent oas not be~n in compliance with Condition 10, since June 2013, because 

22 she has failed lo respond to repealed requests for her new business address, and as such, has 

2J violated probation. 

24 SEVEl'l'TH CAUSE TO IU:VOKF: PROBATION 

25 (Failure to Present for Interview with the Board or its Dcsignee) 

26 56. Condi lion ( 11) of the June 8, 20'. O. Decis[on and Order states: 

27 Ill 

28 /// 
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"Applicant shall be available in person for interviews either al applicant's place of 

2 business or al the probalio11 unit office, with the Board or its designee upon request at various 

3 intervals and ei!lter with or without prior notice throughout the term of probation." 

4 57. Condi:ion (15) of the June&, 2010, Decision and Order slates: 

5 "Failure lo l'ully comply wi:h any term or condition of probation is a violation of 

6 probation." 

7 58. Respondent's probation is subject to revocation because she failed to comply with 

& Condition (I I) of the June 8, 2010, Decision, referenced above. The facts and circumstances 

9 regarding this violation are as fol:ows: 

Io 59. Respondent has not been in compliance with Condition 11, since July 23, 2013, 

11 because she has fail~d to respond to repeated requests to meet with her probation monitor, and as 

12 such, has violated probation. 

13 EIGHTH CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION 

14 (Failure to Pay Cost~ of Probation Monitoring) 

15 60. Condition ( 16) of the June 8, 20 IO, Decision and Order states: 

16 "Applicant shuli pay al!' cos:s of associated with probation monitoring each and every 

17 year of probation, as designated by the Beard, which may be adjusted on an annual basis. 

18 "Such costs shall be payable lo the Medical Board of California and delivered to the 

J 9 Board or its dcsignce no later than January 31 of each calendar year. Failure lo pay costs within 

20 thirty (30) calcn<.h:1rdays of the due date is u violation ofprobalion.'· 

21 61. Respondent's probation is subject to revocation because she foiled lo comply with 

22 Condition (16) of the June 8, 2010, Decision, referenced above. The facts and circumstances 

23 regarding this violalion are as follows; 

24 62. Respondent has not been in compliance with Condition 16, si:lce the third quarter of 

25 2013, because she has failed to timely pay all costs associated with probation monitoring, and as 

26 such, has violated probation. 

27 Ill 
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PRAYER 

2 WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 

3 and that following the hearing, the Medical Board of California issue a decision: 

4 l. Revoking the probationary license that was granted by the Medical l3oard of 

5 California in Case No. 20-2010-206930 to Sacha Susan Comden, M.D.; 

6 2. Revoking or suspending Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate Number A l 12824, 

7 issued to Sacha Susan Comden, M.D.; 

g J. Revoking, suspending or denying approval of Sacha Scsan Comden, M.D.'s acthority 

9 to s~pcrvise physician assistants, pursuant to section 3527 ot' the Code; 

Io 4. Ordering Sacha Susan Comden, M.D. to pay the Medical Board of California, if 

11 placed on probation, the costs of probation monitoring; and 

12 5. 

13 

14 r 
1 s . 

16 I 

17 

DATED: Noveir.ber 26, 2014 

18 LA201J610847 
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Executive Dire or 
Medical Board of California 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
Con1plaina11t 
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BEFORE THE 
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of; 

SACHA SUSAN COMDEN 

Applicant. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

File No. 20-20 I 0-206930 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The attached Stipulation for a Probation"ry License is hereby accepted and adopted as lhe 
Decision and Order by the Medical Board of California; Department of Consumer Affairs, State of 
California. 

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on June 15, 2010, and the license will 
be issued and probation will commence only upon applicants completion of any remaining 

. requirements for licensure. 

ORDRRED June 8. 2010 

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALJFORNIA 

By:~~ 
Shelton Duruisscau, Ph.D., Chair 
Panel A 
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BEFORE THE 

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Jn the Matter of the Application of: 

SACHA SUSAN COMDEN 

For a Physician's and Surgeon's 
License 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Case No. 
20-2010-206930 

STIPULATION FORA 
PROBATIONARY LICENSE 

1) Sacha Susan Comden, applican\ for a physician's and surgeon's license 
(hereinafter 'applicant"), and Deborah Pellegrini, Chief of the Licensing Program of the 
Medical Board of California, hereby stipulate as follows: 

2) The applicant has satisfactorily met all of the requirements for medical licensure in 
California. She is not licensed lo practice medicine in any state. 

3) In March 2009, the applicant submitted an application for physician's and surgeon's 
I/censure in the state of California. In response to Questions #14, 18 and 19 on the 
application relative to postgraduate training and substance addiction diagnosis and 
treatment, the applicant responded in the affirmative. The applicant has sustained a 
documented period of recovery and rehabilitation from his condition. 

4) Section 480 (a) of the Business and Professions Code states that a board may 
deny a license on the grounds that the applicant has one of the following: (a)(3) done any 
act which if done by a licentiate of the business or profession in question, would be 
grounds for suspension or revocation of license. Sections 2234 and 2239 states that the 
Board may take action for unprofessional conduct, including conduct related to excessive 
use of alcohol and/or drugs. The above support a conclusion that grounds exist pursuant 
to Sections 480(a)(3), 2234 and 2239 of the Business and Professions Code to deny her 
application for a license. 

5) Under Section 2221 of the Business and Professions Code, the Medical Board of 
California (Beard) may deny a license to an applicant because of unprofessional conduct. 
Alternatively, the Board has the discretionary authority to issue a probationary license wtth 
terms and conditions. 

6) The applicant acknowledges she has a right to request a Statement of Issues and a 
hearing upon denial of license for cause. Applicant waives notice of hearing and judicial 
review in favor of this Stipulation for a Probationary License, which is subject to approval 
by the Board. If not approved, this Stipulation is null and void and may not be used for 
any purpose. 
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Sacha Susan Comden Page Two 

7) This Stipulation for a Probationary License shall be subject (o approval by the 
Medical Board of California. Applicant understands and agrees that counsel for the staff 
of the Medical Board of California may communicate directly with the Board regarding this 
proposed Stipula!ion, withou.t notice to or participation by applicant or his counsel. By 
signing the Stipulation, applicant understands and agrees that she may not withdraw her 
agreement or seek to rescind the Stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts 
upon it. If the Board fails to adopt this Stipulation, the offer of a Stipulation for a 
Probationary License shall be of no force or effect; except for this paragraph, it shall be 
Inadmissible in any legal action between t~e parties, and the Board shall not be 
disqualified from further action by having considered this matter. 

The staff recommends to the Board that a Probationary License be issued as 
follows: 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED THAT SACHA SUSAN COMDEN, applicant, be issued a 
physician's and surgeon's license on a probationary basis, subject to the tallowing terms 
and conditions: 

1) Applicant is placed on probation for a period of five years. Probation shall begin on 
the date the applicant is issued a probationary license. 

2) Applicant shall immediately submit to biological fluid testing, at applicant's expense, 
upon request of the Board or its designee. Prior to practicing medicine, applicant shall, at 
applica:it's expense, contract with a laboratory service-approved in advance by the Board 
or its designee-that will conduct random, unannounced, observed, urine testing a 
minimum of four times each month. The contract shall require results of the urine tests to 
be transmitted by the laboratory or service directly to the Board or its designee within four 
hours of the results becoming available. Failure to maintain this laboratory or service 
during the period of probation is a violation of probation. A certified copy of any laboratory 
test may be received in evidence in any proceedings between the Board and applicant. 
Failure to submit to or comply with the time frame for submitting to, or failure to complete 
the required biological fluid testing, is a violation of probation. 

3) Applicant shall continue enrollment and participation in an approved monitoring 
program, such as the California Physicians Health Group. W~hin ten days of the effective 
date, applicant shall provide the Board with a copy of the monitoring contract and shall 
execute a release authorizing the Board to receive reports of the applicant's compliance 
with the specified terms and conditions, including the results of biological fluid testing. 
Applicant shall participate in that monitoring program at least for the period of probation. 

The monitoring program shall notify the Board in writing within 5 calendar days after 
applicant is notified by the monitoring program of a determination that further treatment 
and rehabilitation are necessary. The Board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over 
applicant's license and the period of probation shall be extended until the monitoring 
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Sacha Susan Comden Page Three 

program determines that further treatment and rehabilitation are no longer necessary. 
Such a determination shall not be made without the applicant first having successfully 
completed an independent evaluation. The applicant shall provide the evaluation to the 
Board not less than 30 days prior to termination from the program. If the monitoring 
program determines the applicant is not safe to practice medicine, the monitoring program 
shall notify both the applicant and the Board within 24 hours of its determination. The 
applicant shall cease the practice of medicine and shall not engage in the practice of 
medicine until notified in writing by the Board or its designee that applicant may resume 
t(le pra~tice of medicine. Failure to cooperate or comply with the monitoring program 
requirements and recommendations, quitting the program without permission, or being 
expelled for cause is a violation of probation. 

4) Applicant shall abstain completely from the use of products or beverages containing 
alcohol. 

5) Applicant shall abstain completely from the personal use or possession of 
controlled substances as defined in the California Uniform Controlled Substances Act, 
dangerous drugs as defined by Business and Professions Code section 4022, and any 
drugs requiring a prescription. This prohibition does not apply to medications laWfully 
prescribed to applicant by another practitioner for a bona fide illness or condition. 

Within fifteen (15) calendar days of receiving any lawful prescription medications, 
applicant shall notify the Board or its designee of the: issuing practitioner's name, address 
and telephone number; medication name and strength; and issuing pharmacy name, 
address and telephone number. 

6) Prior to engaging in the practice of medicine the applicant shall provide a true copy 
of the Stipulation to the Chief of Staff or the Chief Executive Officer at every hospital 
where privileges or membership are extended to applicant, at any other facility where 
applicant engages in the practice of medicine, including all physician and locurn tenens 
registries or other similar agencies, and lo the Chief Executive Officer at every insurance 
carrier which extends malpractice insurance coverage lo applicant. Applicant shall submil 
proof of compliance to the Board or its designee within fifteen (15) calendar days, 

7) During probation, applicant is prohibited from supervising physician assistants. 

8) Applicant shall obey all federal, state and local laws, and all rules governing the 
practice of medicine in California. 

9) Applicant sha!I submit quarterly declarations under penalty of perjury on forms 
provided by the Board, stating whether there has been compliance with all conditions of 
probation. Applicant shall submit quarterly declarations not later than ten (10) calendar 
days after the end of the preceding quarter. 

10) Applicant shall comply with the Board's probation unit. Applicant shall, at all times, 
keep the Board infomned of applicant's business and residence addresses. Changes of 
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such addresses shall be immediately communicated in writing to the Board or its 
designee. Under no circumstances shall a post office box serve as an address of record, 
except as allowed by Business and Professions Code Section 2021(b) . 

. Applicant shall not engage in the practice of medicine in applicant's place of 
residence. Applicant shall maintain a current and renewed Californ;a physician's and 
surgeon's probationary license. 

Applicant shall immediately inform the Board or its designee, in wriflng, of travel to 
any areas outside the jurisdiction of California which lasts, or is contemplated to last, more 
than thirty (30) calendar days. 

11) Applicant shall be available in person for interviews either at applicant's place of 
business or at the probation unit office, with the Board or its designee upon request at 
various intervals and either with or without prior notice throughout the term of probation. 

12) In the event applicant should leave the State of California to reside or to practice 
applicant shall notify the Board or its designee in writing thirty (30) calendar days prior to 
the dates of departure and return. Non-practice is defined as any period of time 
exceeding thirty (30) calendar days in which applicant is not engaging in any activities 
defined in Sections 2051 and 2052 of the Business and Professions Code. 

All time spent in an intensive training program outside the State of California which 
has been approved by the Board or its designee shall be considered as time spent in the 
practice of medicine within the State. A Board-order suspension of·practice shall not be 
considered as a period of non-practice. Periods of temporary or permanent residence or 
practice outside California will not apply to the reduction of the probationary term. Periods 
of temporary or permanent residence or practice outside California will relieve applicant of 
the responsibility to comply with the probationary terms and cond~ions with the exception 
of this condition and the following terms and conditions of probation: Obey All Laws 
(condition #'3) and Probation Unit Compliance (condition #10). 

13) In the event applicant resides in the State of California and for any reason applicant 
stops practicing medicine in California, applicant shall notify the Board or its designee in 
writing within thirty (30) calendar days prior to the dates of non-practice and return to 
practice. Any period of non-practice within California, as defined In this condition, will not 
apply to the reduction of the probationary term and does not relieve applicant of the 
responsibility to comply with the terms and conditions of probation. Non-practice is 
defined as any period of time exceeding thirty calendar days In which applicant is not 
engaging in any activities defined in Sections 2051 and 2052 of the Business and 
Professions Code. 

All lime spent in an Intensive training program that has been approved by the Board 
or its designee shall be considered time spent in the practice of medicine. For purposes 
of this condition, non-practice due to a Board-ordered suspension or in compliance with 
any other condition of probation, shall not be considered a period of non-practice. 
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14) The Medical Boord of Callromla rriseNe& the rfght to e1111luate the applicant's 
probati-IY history at or near the end or the ptobationaiy pertod and to """re""' lti; 
dlscration whether tc grant a clear tic:cnse wltl1out conditions, er to lake anv other action 
deem6d appropriate and raaaonabl" undorthe c:Jrcumstanc8'1. 

15) Failur~ to rully comply wllh any lllfTll or condlUon of probation ie a lliolatlon of 
probation. If applicant Violalaa probofion In •nv l!l$flC<ll. Ille Board. afler giving •ppllcant 
ncti1>1 an<! the cppo<tunlly kl be hea«l, may revoke probation 1111d lelmlnate the 
probationary a-. If an Accuaatian or P~on to Revoke l'roba110n Is filed agolnat the 
apptleant during probation. the aoarcl er lt3 daaign8'1 ahall ha~ Cdllllnulng JLl1'1&dlcti¢n unt1 
the matt•r ia final, and the period of probation Will be l)l(lended unbl the matter is Unal. 

16) Applicant shall pay all coati associated with probation mQlli!oring each and .,.,e.y 
year of probal!On, aa dealgnated by the Board, Which may be adjtmted on an amll&I basis. 

Such cc.ta •h•ll be paysble to lhe "1odical Board of Cal~cmla and de~ to \he Board 
or ila d<1<1l9nee no later than January 31 of IJOCh calendar year. Fallll1'9 to pay coats within 
thirty (30) calendar days of the due date Is a Violation of probation. 

17) ~pllcant 11/iall l'Omplywith ..n financial oOllga~ona not laterlhan 120 calend3rdaY6 
prior to Iha completion or probation. Upon auc1•,.5ful compi.tlon ol probation. applicant 
ora,1 bo issued a Mand unre•bicied Ucentl4 a~d applicant shall have fulfilled all tcrma 
and conditions of probation. 

Applicant 3gree• to comply with the hlfTllG and eondltlooa or the above Ordor. 

CJ,</1.3(1 6 
Date 

.sl1a/;0 
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BEFORE THE 
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of: 

SACHA SUSAN COYIDEN 

Applicant. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

File No. 20-20 I 0-206930 

~~~~~--~~-___J 

DECISION ANlJ ORDER 

The attached Stipulation for a Probationary License is hereby accepted and adopted as the 
Decision and Orc!er by the Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer Affairs, State of 
California. 

This Decision shall become effective at 5 :00 p.m. on June 15, 2010, and the license will 
be issued and probation will commence only upon applicants completion of any remaining 
requirements for licensure. 

ORDERED June l!. 2010 

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA 

By:~~ 
Shelton Duruisscau, Ph.D., Chair 
Panel A 
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BEFORE THE 

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of: 

SACHA SUSAN COMDEN 

For a Physician's and Surgeon's 
License 

) 
) 
J 
) 
) 
) 

Case No. 
20-2010-206930 

STIPULATION FORA 
PROBATIONARY LICENSE 

1) Sacha Susan Comden, applican! for a physician's and surgeon's license 
(hereinafter "applicant"), and Deborah Pellegrini, Chief of the Licensing Program of the 
Medical Board of California, hereby stipulate as follows: 

2) The applicant has satisfactorily met all of the requirements for medical licensure in 
California. She is not licensed to practice medicine in any state. 

3) In March 2009, the applicant submitted an application for physician's and surgeon's 
licensure in the state of California. In response to Questions #14, 18 and 19 on the 
application relative to postgraduate training and substance addiction diagnosis and 
treatment, the applicant responded in the affirmative. The applicant has sustained a 
documented period of recovery and rehabilitation from his condition. 

4) Section 480 (a) of the Business and Professions Code states that a board may 
deny a license on the grounds that the applicant has one of the following: (a)(3) done any 
act which if done by a licentiate of the business or profession in question, would be 
grounds for suspension or revocation of license. Sections 2234 and 2239 states that the 
Board may take action for unprofessional conduct, including conduct relatsd to excessive 
use of alcohol and/or drugs. The above support a conclusion that grounds exist pursuant 
to Sections 480(a)(3), 2234 and 2239 of the Business and Professions Code to deny her 
application for a license. 

5) Under Section 2221 of the Business and Professions Code, the Medical Board of 
California (Board) may deny a license to an applicant because of unprofessional conduct. 
Alternatively, the Board has the discretionary authority to issue a probationary license with 
terms and conditions. 

6) The applicant acknowledges she has a right to request a Statement of Issues and a 
hearing upon denial of license for cause. Applicant waives notice of hearing and judicial 
review in favor of this Stipulation for a Probationary License, which is subject to approval 
by the Board. If not approved, this Stipulation is null and void and may not be used for 

any purpose. 
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Sacha Susan Comden Page Two 

7) This Stipulation for a Probationary License shall be subject \o approval by the 
Medical Boa;d of California. Applicant understands and agrees that counsel foi the staff 
of the Medical Board of California may communicate directly with the Board regarding this 
proposed Stipulation, without notice to or participation by applicant or his counsel. By 
signing the Stipulation, applicant understands and agrees that she may not withdraw her 
agreement or seek to rescind the Stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts 
upon it. If the Board fails to adopt this 'Stipulation, the offer of a Stipulation for a 
Probationary License shall be of no force or effect; except for this paragraph, it shall be 
inadmissible in any legal action between the parties, and the Board shall not be 
disqualified from further action by having considered this matter. 

The staff recommends to the Board that a Probationary License be issued as 
follows: 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED THAT SACHA SUSAN COMD!:.N, applicant, be issued a 
physician's and s:irgeon's license on a probationary basis, subject to the fof/owing terms 
and conditions: 

1) Applicant is p:aced on probation for a period of five years. Probation shall begin on 
the date the ap;::licant is issued a probationary license. 

2) Applicant shall immediately submit to biological fluid testing. at applicant's expense, 
upon request of the Board or its designee. Prior lo practicing medicine, applicant shall, at 
applica~l's expense, contract with a laboratory service-approved in advance by the Board 
or its designee-that will conduct random, unannounced, observed, urine testing a 
minimum of four times each month. The contract shall require results of the urine tests to 
be transmit'.ed by the laboratory or service directly to the B.oard or its designee within four 
hours of the results becoming available. Failure to maintain this laboratory or service 
during the period of probation is a violation of probation. A certified copy of any laboratory 
test may be received in evidence in any proceedings between the Board and applicant. 
Failure to submit to or comply with the time frame for submitting to, or failure to complete 
the required biologicai fluid testing, is a violation of probation. 

3) Applicant sha'.I continue enrollment and participation in an approved monitoring 
program, such as the California Physicians Health Group. Within ten days of the effective 
date, applicant shall provide the Board with a copy of the monitoring contract and shall 
execute a release authorizing the Board t\)receive reports of the applicant's compliance 
with the specified terms and conditions, including the results of biological fluid testing. 
Applica.1t shall participate i:i that monitoring program at least for the period of probation. 

The monitoring program shall notify the Board in writing within 5 calendar days after 
applicant is notified by the monitoring program of a determination that further treatment 
a1d rehabilitation are necessary. T.1e Board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over 
applicant's license and the period of probation shall be extended until the monitoring 
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program determines that further treatment and rehabilita~ion are no longer necessary. 
Such a determination shall not be made without the applicant first having successfully 
completed an independent evaluation. The applicant shall provide the evaluation to the 
Board not less than 30 days prior to termination from the program. If the monitoring 
program determines the applicant is not safe to practice medicine, the monitoring program 
shall notify bo~1 the applicant and the Board within 24 hours of its determination. The 
applicant shall cease the practice of medicine and shall not engage in the practice of 
medicine until notified in writing by the Board or its designee that applicant may resume 
the practice of medicine. Failure to cooperate or comply with the monitoring program 
requirements and recommendations, quitting the program without permission, or being 
expelled for cause Is a violation of probation. 

4) Applican'. shall abstain completely from the use of products or beverages containing 
alcohol. 

5) Applican'. shall abstain completely from the personal use or possession of 
controlled substances as defined in the California Uniform Controlled Substances Act, 
dangerous drugs as defined by Business and Professions Code section 4022, and any 
drugs requiring a prescription. This prohibition does not apply to medications lawtully 
prescribed to applicant by another practitioner for a bona fide Illness or condition. 

Within fifteen (15) calendar days of receiving any lawful prescription medications, 
applicant shall notify the Board or its designee of the: issuing practitioner's name, address 
and telephone number; medication name and strength; and issuing pharmacy name, 
address and telephone number. 

6) Prior to engaging in the practice of medicine the applicant shall provide a true copy 
of the Stipulation to the Chief of Staff or the Chief Executive Officer at every hospital 
where privileges or membership are extended to applicant, at any other facility where 
appiicant engages in the practice of medicine, including all physician and locum tenens 
registries or other similar agencies, and to the Chief Executive Officer at every insurance 
carrier which extends malpractice Insurance coverage to appflcant. Applicant shall submit 
proof of compliance to the Board or its designee within fifteen (15) calendar days. 

7) During probation, applicant is prohibited from supervising physician assistants. 

8) Applicant shall obey all federal, state and local laws, and all rules govem·1ng the 
practice of medicine in California. 

9) Applicant shall submit quarterly declarations under penalty of perjury on forms 
provided by the Board, stating whether there has been compliance with all conditions of 
probation. Applicant shall submit quarterly declarations not later than ten (10) calendar 
days after the end of the preceding quarter. 

1 O) Applicant shall comply with the Board's probation unit. Applicant shall, at all times, 
keep the Board informed of applicant's business ahd residence addresses. Changes of 



.. 
Sacha Susan Comden Page Four 

such addresses shall be immediately communicated in writing to the Soard or its 
designee. Under no circumstances shall a post office box serve as an address of record, 
except as allowed by Business and Professions Code Section 2021(b). 

Applicant shall not engage in the practice of medicine in applicant's place of 
residence. Applicant shall maintain a current and renewed California physician's and 
surgeon's probationary license. 

Applicant shall immediately inform the Board or its designee, in writing, of travel to 
any areas outside the jurisdiction of California which lasts, or is contemplated to last, more 
than thirty (30) calendar days. · 

11) Applicant shall be available in person for interviews either at applicant's place of 
business or at the probation unit office, with the Board or its designee upon request at 
various intervals and either with or without prior notice throughout the term of probation. 

12) Jn the event applicant should leave the State of California to reside or to ·practice 
app!icant shall notify the Board or its designee in writing thirty (30) ca!endar days prior to 
the dates of departure and return. Non-practice is defined as any period of time 
exceeding thirty (30) calendar days in which applicant is not engaging in any activities 
defined in Sections 2051 and 2052 of the Business and Professions Code. 

All time spent in an intensive training program outside the State of California which 
has been approved by the Board or its designee shall be considered as time spent in l'ie 
practice of medicine within the State. A Board-order suspension of-practice shall not be 
considered as a period of non-practice. Periods of temporary or permanent residence or 
practice outsjde Ca'.ifomia will not apply to the reduction of the probationary term. Periods 
of temporary or permanent resjdence or practice outside California will relieve applicant of 
the responsibility to comply with U1e probationary terms and conditions with the exception 
of this condition and the following terms and conditions of probation: Obey All Laws 
(condition IFS) and Probation Unit Compliance (condition #10). 

13) In the event applicant resides in the _State of California and for any reason applicant 
stops practicing medicine in California, applicant shall notify the Board or Its designee In 
writing within thirty (30) calendar days prior to the dates of non-practice and return to 
practice. Any period of non-practice within California, as defined in this condition, will not 
apply to the reduction of the probationary term and does not relieve applicant of the 
responsibility to comply with the terms and conditions of probation. Non-practice is 
defined as any period of time exceeding thirty calendar days in which applicant is not 
engaging in any activities defined in Sections 2051 and 2052 of the Business and 
Professions Code. 

All time spent in an intensive training program that has been approved by the Board 
or its designee shall be considered time spent In the practice of medicine. For purposes 
of this condition, non-practice due to a Board-ordered suspension or in compliance with 
any other condition of probation, shall not be considered a period of non-practice. 
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14) Tho M..Oicnl Boord of Canfomta roaaivea Ille right to evaluate Ille app[canfs 
proba~ornil)' hl<rtory al or ooar Ille end Of Ill• probationary period and to IOO>rc""' lls 
dlscro1ion whe!her to grant a clear lcanSIJ W!ttlout oondllians, or 10 !41ke IKlY oillar action 
deemed appropriate and raasonabl• undorlho cro...mstances. 

15) Failure to fully comply with.any t.irm or ccndrtlon of probation io a llialaflon of 
probation. If appllcant vioUll<i• proba~an in any ""Peet. Ille Board, atler Q<ylng applicant 
notice and the opportunity to be heard, /naVrll'l<lke probatJon 8l1d !ermlntlte the 
probationary license. If an Accusation or P\illtlon to l'\e'loke P!llbation Is fil<od aQlllost lhe 
applicant during proba(fQn, Iha Board or l!s dulgnl!<! shall have C011Hnulng jurisdiction until 
the matter ie nnal, and lhe period al prabafion 111811 be oxtandoo until lhe matter .. final. 

18) Applicant shall pay all cast2 aaaocialed wit~ pnibai1D11 monitoring each and overy 
year of probation, as designated oy th~ Bos111, which may btl adjuulod on an anntJal basis. 

Such ooa!IJ sholl be payob!e lo ihe MO<lical Board of C4Ufomia ond deUve...d to the Board 
or its daolgnea no later than January 31 cl eoch cal•ndnr yoar. Fallura lo pay coals within 
thirty (30) calendar day, of the due data ie a violation of probation. 

17) Aj>pllc.int oh•ll comply with all financial oollgaUona not 1a1ar than 120 calendar dayg 
prior lo Illa compff!Uon of proba~on. Upon au=~s!ul completion of probation, api:licant 
•hail bo issued a fall and un111otrtdad Ucenae and applicant shall have fulfiliod oil temia 
and condttiona of proba11on. 

Niplic:ant agree• to comply w~.Ji Iha !Enns and condlUona of the abo\'e Omer. 

o.~~Jt,>:, (1 o 
Dato 

s\1al~o 
Dato 
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Declaration of Socorro Tongco 
(in Support of Notice of Provider Suspension) 

I, Socorro Tongco, hereby declare and state as follows: 

1. I make this declaration of my own personal knowledge and if called to testify, I could and 
would testify competently to the matters stated herein. 

2. I am employed by the State of California, Department of Industrial Relations 
("Department"), Office of the Director, as a Special Investigator. I have been an investigator 
with the Department since 2006. I make this Declaration in support of the "Notice of Provider 
Suspension - Workers' Compensation" issued by the Acting Administrative Director of the 
Division of Workers' Compensation, attached herein. 

3. As part of my duties as a Special Investigator, I have access to investigative tools and 
internet-based information databases such as Thomson Reuters Clear, and LexisNexis Accurint. 
These database resources provide access to public and non-public records that we use as 
necessary, for purposes of our legal work and representation of the Department in workers' 
compensation cases and in other litigation, to locate individuals, uncover assets, and verify 
identities. 

4. On or about October 17, 2017, I noted the address of record for Sacha Comden with the 
State of California, Department of Consumer Affairs, Medical Board as: 2708 Wilshire Blvd. 
#397 Santa Monica, CA 90403. 

5. On or about October 17, 2017, I ran a search on Ms. Comden in the Lexis Nexis Accurint 
database. The searches provided the following information: Sacha Susan Comden resided at 
addresses in Long Beach, CA and Costa Mesa, CA (I will not state the addresses so as to not 
reveal Ms. Comden's home address). 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 
foregoing is true and correct. Executed this 17'" day of October, 2017, in Oakland, California. 

Socorro Tongco 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY MAIL 
(C.C.P. section 1013(a), 2015.5) 

I am over the age of 18 years and not a party to the entitled action. My business address is 
1515 Clay Street, 181

" Floor, Oakland, California 94612. 

I served the following documents: 

• Notice of Provider Suspension - Workers' Compensation 
• Default Decision and Order-Jn the Matter of the Petition to Revoke Probation Against 

Sacha Comden, M.D. (Case No. 800-2016-021196), Before the Medical Board of California, 
Department of Consumer Affairs 

• Petition to Revoke Probation -In the Matter of the Petition to Revoke Probation Against 
Sacha Comden, M.D. (Case No. 800-2016-021196), Before the Medical Board of California, 
Department of Consumer Affairs 

• Decision and accompanying Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order - In the Matter 
of the Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation Against Sacha Comden, M.D. (Case No. 
800~2014-006033), Before the Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer 
Affairs 

• Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation- In the Matter of the Accusation and Petition 
to Revoke Probation Against Sacha Comden, M.D. (Case No. 800-2014-006033), Before the 
Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer Affairs 

• Decision and Order with accompanying Stipulation for a Probationary License -In the 
Matter of the Application of Sacha Susan Comden (File No. 20-2010-206930), Before the 
Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer Affairs 

• Declaration of Socorro Tongco in Support of Notice of Provider Suspension 

on the following person(s) at the following address( es): 

Sacha Comden 
19 2708 Wilshire Blvd., #397 

Santa Monica, CA 90403 
20 

Sacha Comden 
21 1830 Tevis Avenue, Apt. 1 

Long Beach, CA 90815 
22 

Sacha Comden 
23 2973 Harbor Blvd., Apt. 244 

Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

The documents were served by the following means: 

[X] (BY U.S. CERTIFIED MAIL} I enclosed the documents in a sealed envelope or package 
addressed to the person( s) at the address( es) listed above and: 
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[X] Placed the envelope or package for collection and mailing, following our ordinary business 
practices. I am readily familiar with the firm' s practice for collection and processing correspondence 
for mailing. Under that practice, on the same day that correspondence is placed for collection and 
mailing, it is deposited in the ordinary course of business with the U.S. Postal Service, in a sealed 
envelope or package with the postage fully prepaid. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of State of California that the above is true 
and correct. 

Executed on October 20, 2017, at Oakland, California. 

CA~ 




