
September 30, 2026 

Division of Occupational Safety and Health California Department of Industrial Relations 

RE: Draft Standard for Comment – Prohibition of Fabrication and Manufacture of Artificial 
Stone with More than 1.0% Crystalline Silica  

Dear Division of Occupational Safety and Health, 

The Bay Area Air District represents 101 cities and 9 counties with a mission to protect public 
health and reduce historic and current environmental inequities for our 8 million 
constituents.   

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed new Section 5204.1 and 
proposed amendments to Sections 5204 and 1532.3 addressing the manufacture and 
fabrication of artificial stone containing more than 1.0 percent crystalline silica. The Bay Area 
Air District staff supports the proposed prohibition and urges Cal/OSHA to strengthen the 
regulation to ensure that it is effectively implemented and enforced.  

The proposed regulation is necessary to protect California workers from a serious and 
preventable occupational health hazard. Silicosis is a severe and incurable lung disease 
caused by inhalation of silica dust, and cases among California workers exposed during 
artificial stone fabrication continue to increase and are likely underreported. As a board-
certified family physician, I have cared for several patients who suffered from this condition, 
the majority of whom were young Latino men. As the former Chief Equity Officer for the 
California Department of Public Health, I believe this proposed prohibition would help 
advance health equity for a distinct group of workers.  

California has taken important steps to reduce occupational silica exposure, including 
prohibiting dry cutting, requiring worker training, strengthening disease reporting, and 
establishing respiratory protection requirements. However, these existing protections have 
not been sufficient to prevent continued exposure and disease. Cal/OSHA’s evaluation of 
Petition 609 similarly found that existing protections have not adequately addressed the risks 
associated with artificial stone fabrication. The proposed prohibition is therefore necessary 
because it directly addresses the hazardous activity rather than relying solely on exposure 
controls and respiratory protection to manage an activity that continues to result in serious 
occupational disease.  This could also benefit nearby residents who may be impacted by dust 
from fabrication shops or outdoor cutting activities.   






