
RESOLUTION

RULES, ELECTIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTALRELATIONS

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body 
or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council; and

WHEREAS, silicosis is a progressive and incurable occupational lung disease caused by 
inhaling respirable crystalline silica dust, and workers involved in cutting, grinding, polishing, or 
installing artificial stone products face significantly elevated exposure risks with no effective 
cure once the disease takes hold; and

WHEREAS, California has documented an alarming and accelerating increase in silicosis cases 
in recent years, with Latino men disproportionately bearing the burden of this preventable 
disease — approximately 98 percent of California workers diagnosed with silicosis associated 
with artificial stone fabrication are Latino men, and those who have died from the disease had an 
average age of under 50 years old; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles is home to a large concentration of stone fabrication and 
installation workers, many of whom are residents of the communities served by this Council, and 
the City has a direct interest in protecting the health, safety, and economic security of these 
workers and their families; and

WHEREAS, California has taken a series of meaningful steps to address this crisis, including a 
December 2023 Cal/OSHA emergency temporary standard, a permanent silica standard adopted 
in February 2025, and Senate Bill 20, signed into law in October 2025, which classifies silicosis 
as a serious illness and improves coordination between Cal/OSHA and the California 
Department of Public Health; and

WHEREAS, on May 21, 2026, the California Occupational Safety and Health Standards Board 
unanimously voted to grant a petition initiating the process to prohibit the fabrication and 
installation of artificial stone products containing more than 1% crystalline silica — an action 
that reflects the Board's recognition that existing protections remain insufficient to fully address 
the severe hazard this material poses to workers; and

WHEREAS, the Standards Board's unanimous action further directed Cal/OSHA to prepare the 
required finding of emergency to support expedited rulemaking and to convene scientific and 
advisory committees to evaluate the feasibility and implications of potential new worker 
protections, representing a critical and time-sensitive step toward preventing future illnesses and 
deaths; and

WHEREAS, Cal/OSHA's Silica Special Emphasis Program has already issued more than 900 
citations totaling approximately $ 1.9 million in proposed penalties and conducted 465 on-site 
consultations reaching over 27,000 employees, demonstrating the scale of noncompliance and 
the urgent need for stronger and enforceable standards; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles has a long-standing commitment to worker safety, 
environmental justice, and the protection of immigrant and Latino workers who form an essential 
part of the City's workforce and community, and the Council affirms that no worker should face 
a death sentence from a preventable occupational disease;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that by the adoption of this Resolution, the City of 
Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2026-2027 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for the 
California Occupational Safety and Health Standards Board's advancement of emergency 
rulemaking and permanent regulatory action to prohibit the fabrication and installation of 
artificial stone products containing more than 1% crystalline silica, and urges Cal/OSHA to 
move expeditiously through the emergency regulatory process to protect workers from the 
ongoing and life-threatening silicosis crisis in California.

PRESENTED BY:

(upse Komander 

EUNISSES HERNANDEZ / 
Councilmember, 1st District (/

BOB BLUMENFIELD
Councilmember, 3rd Di strict

MONICA RODRIGUEZ ()
Councilwoman, 7th District -

< 

noualou 
IMEDLA PADILLA 
Councilmember, 6th District

WcACA

SECONDED BY:

Xlalce





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		LA County resolution supporting ETS 26-0002-S26_misc_06-23-26.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

