
From: Jester, Rachel Y<RJester@s1water.org> 
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2019 12:27 PM 
To: Berg, Eric@DIR <EBerg@dir.ca.gov>; Kirkham, Chris@DIR <CKirkham@dir.ca.gov>; Berg, Eric@DIR 
<EBerg@dir.ca.gov> 
Subject: Comments Regarding ca'I/OSHA Draft Permanent Wildfire Smoke Standard 

To Whom It May Concern, 

On behalf of the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission, Health & Safety Division I am providing the following 
comments with regards to the Proposed Revision to Emergency Regulation Section 5141.1 Protection from 
Wildfire Smoke. 

1.1. Without knowing what MERV filtration level will be required it is not possible to determine the feasibility 
and cost of meeting the standard. 

1.2. Vehicle filters do not generally have MERV ratings. 

2. There does not appear to be a factual or technical basis for reducing the triggering threshold for voluntary 
N95 respirator use from an AQI of 151 to 101. 

2.1. Requiring respirators to be made available for use when AQls are greater than 100 will greatly impact 
the availability of N95 respirators, possibly reducing available stocks needed for aerosol transmissible 
disease outbreaks which could be fostered by the exposure of the population to elevated quantities of 
airborne particulates. 

3. Subparagraph (g)(4)(A) states in part " ....the employer shall provide a sufficient number of respirators to 
all employees for voluntary use in accordance with section 5144 and encourage employees to use 
respirators". Employers "encouraging" employees to use respirators is not consistent with the concept of 
voluntary respirator use. It creates liability for employers encouraging employees to voluntarily use 
respirators in the absence of medical screening and other means to verify that it is safe for the employee to 

wear a respirator. We recommend that the statement be modified to read " ....and educate employees on 
their use and limitations.'' 

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide comments on the draft standard. If you have any questions or 
would like additional information please do not hesitate to contact me by phone at (415) 550-3903, 

Rachel Jester, MPH 

San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 

Health & Safety Program 
1325A Evans Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94'124 
(office) 415-550-3903 
(cell) 415-710-9530 
rjester@sfwater.org 

Think Safety, Work Safely. 

San Francisco Waler, Power, and Sewer I Services of the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 

San Francisco 
vVater Povver Sew.::,r 
$qtvk;,:;-'. -::I 1.C-W Snr. ~f,W,IOC,~ 1.\lt!l~ t,1\i[lf',;r,. O;irMlii.'1--~ 

Think Before You Print. No trees were killed in the sending of this message. However a large number of electrons were 
- - _, 

mailto:rjester@sfwater.org
mailto:EBerg@dir.ca.gov
mailto:CKirkham@dir.ca.gov
mailto:EBerg@dir.ca.gov
mailto:RJester@s1water.org



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		14 Sn Fco Public Utilities Commission.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
