PANR AMERICANS FOR NONSMOKERS' RIGHTS

Defending your right to breathe smokefree air since 1976

February 26, 2018

Cal/OSHA Advisory Committee
Department Of Industrial Relations
Division of Occupational Safety and Health
Attn: Amalia Neidhardt

1515 Clay Street, Suite 1901

Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Comment on proposed cannabis regulations

Dear Cal/OSHA Advisory Committee Members,

On behalf of our members in California, Americans for Nonsmokers’ Rights (ANR) supports Cal/OSHA’s
proposal to amend Section 5148 Prohibition of Smoking in the Workplace by adding “cannabis or
cannabis products” to the current prohibition of smoking tobacco products in enclosed spaces of places
of employment, and to add that cannabis or cannabis products cannot be smoked in a location where
smoking tobacco is prohibited. ANR is a national, member-supported public health non-profit
organization established in 1976 that advocates for smokefree environments to protect nonsmokers’
health and safety.

ANR staff attended the January 31 Cannabis Advisory Meeting in Oakland and was very concerned to
hear several marijuana business owners and consultants claim that secondhand marijuana smoke
exposure is not an issue or concern because they have installed ventilation systems and filters at their
business. ANR strongly recommends that Cal/OSHA not permit indoor marijuana smoking or
vaping even if ventilation systems are required.

The American Society for Heating, Refrigeration, and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE), the
standard setting body for the HVAC industry, affirms that mechanical solutions like ventilation and other
air cleaning technologies cannot control for the health hazards of secondhand smoke. ASHRAE
now bases its ventilation standard (62.1) for acceptable indoor air quality on an environment that is
completely free from secondhand tobacco smoke, secondhand marijuana smoke, and emissions from
electronic smoking devices.’

The exemptions permitted in Section 5148 Prohibition of Smoking in the Workplace reflect exemptions in
California Labor Code 6404.5, often referred to as the smokefree workplace law. The relevant
exemptions permit smoking in retail tobacco shops and in smoking lounges attached to retail tobacco
shops, which is how marijuana dispensaries, retailers, and attached lounges are able to allow indoor
marijuana smoking and vaping.

ANR strongly recommends that the retail shop and attached smoking lounge exemptions—for marijuana
smoking as well as tobacco smoking—be narrowed to require that these businesses be located in
freestanding buildings and not in mixed-use buildings so that workers, residents, and patrons in attached
businesses and residences are not exposed to secondhand smoke.

Since marijuana is illegal under federal law, there have been a limited number of studies examining
health risks associated with marijuana use and exposure in the United States. However, peer-reviewed
and published studies indicate that exposure to secondhand marijuana smoke may have similar harmful
health effects due to its similar composition to secondhand tobacco smoke.?
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Secondhand smoke from combusted marijuana contains fine particulate matter which is a form of indoor
air pollution, which can be breathed deeply into the lungs and can cause lung irritation, asthma attacks,
and makes respiratory infections more likely.**

In several peer-reviewed research studies, tobacco and marijuana smoke have both been shown to
impair blood vessel function® and secondhand marijuana smoke contains many of the same carcinogens
and toxic chemicals as secondhand tobacco smoke, including acetaldehyde, ammonia, arsenic,
benzene, cadmium, chromium, formaldehyde, hydrogen cyanide, isoprene, lead, mercury, and nickel.®
Lastly, THC or THC metabolites show up in blood, urine, and saliva following exposure to marijuana.’

In 2009, the California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment added marijuana smoke to its
Proposition 65 list of carcinogens and reproductive toxins, also known as the Safe Drinking Water and
Toxic Enforcement Act of 1986. It reported that at least 33 individual constituents present in both
marijuana smoke and tobacco smoke are Proposition 65 carcinogens.®

To protect health and safety, ANR encourages Cal/OSHA to amend Section 5148 Prohibition of Smoking
in the Workplace to not allow marijuana smoking and vaping in workplaces and public places where
the secondhand smoke and emissions pose a health risk to workers and others in the buildings.

Thank you for your leadership and work to promote safe and healthy workplaces in California. Please
feel free to contact me at 510-841-3045 if you have any questions, comments, or feedback.

Sincerely,
Cynthia Hallett, MPH
President and CEO

Americans for Nonsmokers’ Rights is a national, member-based, not-for-profit organization based in
Berkeley, CA that is dedicated to helping nonsmokers breathe smokefree air since 1976.
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