
       
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

S T A T E  O F  C A L I F O R N I A  A r n o l d  S c h w a r z e n e g g e r ,  G o v e r n o r  

Department of Industrial Relations 
Division of Occupational Safety and Health 
PRESSURE VESSEL UNIT 
1515 Clay St. ,  Sui te 1302 
Oakland CA 94612 
Phone: (510) 622-3052 
Fax:  (510) 622-3063 

Circular  Let ter  PV-2005-1 

Effect ive Date June 1,  2005 

Subject :  Boi ler  At tendance 

To: Al l  Part ies Operat ing Boi lers in Places of  Employment 

This c i rcular  let ter  is  in response to the numerous inquires f rom the owners and operators 
of  boi lers concerning how a boi ler  is  to be at tended dur ing operat ion.   

The Cal i fornia Code of  Regulat ions Ti t le 8 Boi ler  and Fired Pressure Vessel  Safety Orders 
Sect ion 781(which is  avai lable as a hard copy f rom Barclays at  800 888-3600 or onl ine at  
ht tp: / /www.dir .ca.gov/Ti t le8/781.html )  requires that  all  boi lers be under the di rect  
supervis ion of  a responsible person. This person shal l  be responsible for  the safe 
operat ion of  the boi ler  by a competent at tendant  (a person who: can operate al l  controls,  
l ight  of f  the boi ler ,  feed water to the boi ler ,  b low down the boi ler ,  address a low water 
condi t ion or  carryover,  and can shut down the boi ler)  and proper maintenance of  the boi ler  
and i ts  appurtenances.  

Boi lers that  require a permit  to operate ( typ ical ly  steam boi lers greater than 400,000BTU/hr 
input)  issued by the Div is ion shal l  not  be lef t  unat tended for  a per iod of  t ime longer than i t  
wi l l  take the water level  to drop f rom the normal operat ing level  to the lowest permissib le 
water level .  For most boi lers,  th is t ime is between 30 and 90 seconds.  These boi lers shal l  
have an audible alarm that  can be pla in ly heard by the at tendant and shal l  not  use an 
auxi l iary paging system. The at tendant shal l  personal ly  check the operat ion of  the boi ler  a 
minimum of every 60 minutes and at  the beginning of  each shi f t .  

I t  is  the employers responsibi l i ty  to provide a competent at tendant for  boi ler  operat ion.  
Mismanagement of  steam boi lers carr ies s igni f i cant  penal t ies to the employer and places 
the employees under undue r isk.  Please ensure a safe working environment by provid ing a 
competent at tendant for  your boi ler .  

Sincerely,  

Original  s igned by Donald C.  Cook 

Donald C. Cook  
Principal  Safety Engineer   

http://www.dir.ca.gov/Title8/781.html



