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CIRCULAR LETTER E-10-04

TO: Installers, Manufacturers of Conveyances and Related Equipment and,
Other Interested Parties

SUBJECT: Coated Steel Belt Monitoring

The Elevator Safety Orders require routine inspection of the suspension means of
an elevator to assure its safe operation.

The California Labor Code Section 7318 allows the Division to promulgate special
safety orders in the absence of regulation.

As it is not possible to see the steel cable suspension means of a Coated Steel Belt, a
monitoring device which has been accepted by the Division is required on all Coated Steel
Belts which will automatically stop the car if the residual strength of any belt drops
below 60%. The Device shall prevent the elevator from restarting after a normal stop at
a landing.

The monitoring device must be properly installed and functional. A functioning
device may be removed only after a determination has been made that the residual
strength of each belt exceeds 60%. These findings and the date of removal are to be
conspicuously documented in the elevator machine room. The removed device must be
replaced or returned to proper service within 30 days.

If upon routine inspection, the monitoring device is found to be in a non-functional
state, the date and findings are to be conspicuously documented in the elevator machine
room.

If upon inspection by the Division, the monitoring device is found to be non-
functional or removed, and the required documentation is not in place, the elevator will

be removed from service.

If the device is removed to facilitate belt replacement, it must be properly installed
and functional before the elevator is returned to service.

A successful test of the device’s functionality shall be conducted once a year.

This circular does not preempt the Division from adopting regulations in the future
which may address the monitoring of Coated Steel Belts or any other suspension means.
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This circular does not create an obligation on the part of the Division to permit
new conveyances utilizing Coated Steel Belts.

Debra Tudor
Principal Engineer
DOSH-Elevator Unit HQS



