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I. INTRODUCTION 

The above-captioned matter, a Petition to Determine Controversy under Labor 

Code section 1700.44, came on regularly for hearing on July 14, 2017 in Los Angeles, 

California, before the undersigned attorney for the Labor Commissioner assigned to hear 

this case. Petitioner BRYSON D. JUAN TILLER, (hereinafter, referred to as “Petitioner” 

or “TILLER”) was represented by attorney Grahmn N. Morgan of Dinsmore & Shohl 

LLP. Respondent STEVEN J. DORN, (hereinafter, referred to as “Respondent” or 

“DORN”) appeared and was represented by Rebecca L. Torrey of Elkins Kalt Weintraub 

Reuben Gartside LLP. The matter was taken under submission. 

Based on the evidence presented at this hearing and on the other papers on file in 

this matter, the Labor Commissioner hereby adopts the following decision. 



II. BACKGROUND FACTS

1. In 2014, TILLER, a singer songwriter, hired DORN to act as his personal 

manager. On or about October 14, 2014, TILLER and DORN entered into an agreement 

titled “Bryson Tiller Management Agreement” (hereinafter, referred to as “Agreement”). 

2. The Agreement provided that DORN was to be paid twenty percent (20%) 

of all net compensation TILLER received from “any and all existing entertainment 

industry related sources (including, ... all forms of music publishing income ... ), and 

from any and all entertainment industry related agreements that Bryson Tiller enters into 

during the Initial Term and the Option Periods, if applicable.”

3. The terms of the Agreement also contemplated DORN would arrange 

appearances on TILLER’s behalf. Specifically, Section 5 of the Agreement provides that 

TILLER would “faithfully, conscientiously and diligently fulfill, perform and appear at all 

production, recording and studio sessions, and other appearances that [Dorn] arrange[d] 

and agreefd] upon with Bryson Tiller.” (Emphasis added).

4. The Agreement stated DORN would attempt to procure and negotiate 

songwriting and publishing agreements for TILLER. Section 1 of the Agreement 

provides DORN would “negotiate, counsel and confer with all individuals and entities 

desirous of engaging Bryson Tiller for his songwriting and production services ... ” 

(Emphasis added). Moreover, Section 3.b. of the Agreement provided DORN would 

receive income from “any and all engagements, arrangements, agreements and contracts” 

that DORN “originated and Bryson Tiller accepted or entered into during the Initial Term 

and the Option Periods, if applicable.” (Id. at Section 3.b.) (Emphasis added).

5. In early 2015, TILLER was an emerging new talent that remained unsigned 

by any record label or publishing company. It was quickly apparent both record 

companies and publishing companies were eager to contract with TILLER. DORN 

testified TILLER wanted to be independent of a record label and collectively they decided 

their focus should lie in attempting to procure a publishing deal for TILLER, which would 



provide necessary capital. Consequently, from January 2015 through April 2015, DORN 

focused on securing TILLER a publishing deal. 

A. Attempts to Procure a Publishing Agreement 

Artist Publishing Group 

6. In January 2015, DORN had an in-person meeting with Matt McFarlane 

from Artist Publishing Group in California and exchanged several email communications 

with Jeff Vaughn, Senior Director of A&R for Artist Publishing Group. All of these 

communications with Artist Publishing Group were conducted with the intent to secure 

TILLER a publishing deal. 

Universal Music Publishing Group 

7. On or around February of 2015, DORN met on multiple occasions with two 

different representatives from Universal Music Publishing Group (UMPG) in California. 

Evidence submitted established that UMPG made an initial offer on March 13, 2015. The 

deal memo/term sheet provided by UMPG specifically states: 

Term/MDRC: Since Bryson is not yet signed and may be independent for 
some time, UMPG has proposed starting off doing an album cycle deal (1 + 
2) but if Bryson doesn’t enter into a recording agreement within 12 months 
from entering into an agreement with UMPG, then the term would 
automatically convert to a term of 3 years (or recoupment). 

8. The terms of the UMPG contract clearly contemplated a minimum delivery 

and release commitment (or “MDRC”) of one album’s worth of songs during the initial 

term of the agreement, with the publisher having the option to extend the term of the 

agreement to include TILLER’s second and third album. Notably, the UMPG deal 

memo/term sheet established that UMPG needed to recoup their investment and if 

TILLER had not signed with a label within 12 months, the requirement to do an additional 

album cycle deal would be extended. In short, TILLER was required to deliver new 

material in this deal memo. 




