Virtual Advisory Committee Meeting: Strap-on Foot Protectors
PARTICIPATION in the ADVISORY COMMITTEE PROCESS:

This virtual advisory committee meeting utilizes the power of the Internet to improve public / stakeholder input into the process of developing California’s occupational safety and health standards. We therefore appreciate your participation in this advisory committee process, as the comments submitted are carefully considered by the Standards Board and staff and provide valuable input that helps us refine regulatory proposals prior to formal rulemaking.

§3385. Foot Protection.

Section 3385 contains protective footwear standards to control worker exposure to foot injuries from electrical hazards, hot, corrosive, poisonous substances, falling objects, excessive moisture, crushing or penetrating actions.   
Below, find the proposed changes to Section 3385 with the underlined text representing the new language and the strike through text representing the deleted text. Please review the text and provide your comments via email to oshsb@dir.ca.gov or click the submit comment on the Virtual Advisory Committee Meeting page. 
THE PROPOSED LANGUAGE:

§3385. Foot Protection. 

******

(c)  Protective footwear. 
(1)  Protective footwear for employees purchased after January 26, 2007 shall meet the requirements and specifications in American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) F 2412-05, Standard Test Methods for Foot Protection and ASTM F 2413-05, Standard Specification for Performance Requirements for Foot Protection which are hereby incorporated by reference.

(2)  Protective footwear purchased on or before January 26, 2007 shall meet the requirements as specified in of either the American National Standard for Personal Protection-Protective Footwear, American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Z41-1999, or as specified in both the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) F2412-05, Standard Test Methods for Foot Protection and ASTM F 2413-05, Standard Specification for Performance Requirements for Foot Protection which are hereby incorporated by reference. 

(3)  Protective footwear shall be maintained in accordance with manufacturer's instructions. 

(4)  Damaged, defective or deformed protective footwear to the extent that it is not safe for its intended use shall not be used. 

(d)  Strap-on foot protectors.  
(1)  When the use of conventional protective footwear is demonstrated by the employer to be impractical or infeasible for a specific application, the use of strap-on foot protectors (i.e. foot guards and toe protectors), that are at least as effective as protective footwear that is constructed in accordance with the consensus standards in subsection (c)(1) or (c)(2), shall be permitted in accordance with the requirements of this subsection. 

(2)  Testing: Strap-on foot protectors shall be tested by an independent laboratory to ensure that, when worn in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendations, the strap-on foot protectors are at least as protective as class 75 protective footwear for impact and compression resistance per subsection (c)(1) and (c)(2).
 (3) Labeling: Strap-on foot protectors shall be labeled or stamped to indicate the standard(s) used in the testing of the strap-on foot protectors per subsection (d)(2). In lieu of labeling, the employer shall maintain written certification from the manufacturer which documents the standard(s) used in the testing of the strap-on foot protectors per subsection (d)(2).
 (4) Use and Maintenance: Strap-on foot protectors shall be used and maintained in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendations.

 (5) Inspection: Before using strap-on foot protectors, they shall be visually inspected for damage and/or defects.  Strap-on foot protectors found to be damaged, defective or deformed to the extent that they are not safe for their intended use shall not be used. 

 (6) Selection: Strap-on foot protection shall be selected to fit over the employee’s footwear in a manner that provides effective protection and that does not create a hazard due to slipping, tripping or other condition and that does not interfere with other protective equipment.

 (7) Training: Employees who use strap-on foot protectors shall be trained in the proper fit, selection, inspection and use of the foot protectors consistent with manufacturer’s recommendations.  

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 142.3, Labor Code. Reference: Section 142.3, Labor Code.






