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XAVIER BECERRA

Attorney General of California

JUpITHT. ALVARADO

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

BRIAND. BiLL

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 239146

California Department of Justice
300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Telephone: (213) 897-9474
Facsimile: (213) 897-9395

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Petition to Revoke Case No. 800-2016-021196
Probation Against,
OAH No. 2016110924

SACHA COMDEN, M.D.
2708 Wilshire Blvd., #397 DEFAULT DECISION
Santa Monica, CA 90403 AND ORDER
Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No.
A112824, [Gov. Code, §11520]
7 Respeondent.
FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Onorabout July 18, 2016, Complainant Kimberly Kirchmeyer, in her official
capacity as the Executive Director of the Medical Board of Caiiforr_xia, Department of Consumer
Affairs, filed Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2016-021196 against SACHA COMDEN,
M.D, (Respondent) before the Medical Board of California.

2. Onor about June 16, 2010, the Medical Board of California (Board) issued a
probationary Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate, No. A112824, to Respondent. On or about
November 25, 2015, Respondent was continued on probation for a period of six years,
Respondent’s Physician‘s and Surgeon's Certificate expired on February 29, 2016, and has not
been renewed. A true and correct copy of a Certificate of Licensure for Respondent is attached
hereto as Exhibit “A.”
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3. Onorabout July 18,2016, Michelle Solario, an employee of the Complainant
Agency, served by Certified Mail (Tracking Number 70123460000023860202), a copy of the
Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2016-021196, Statement to Respondent, Notice of Defense,
Request for Discovery, and Government Code sections 11507.5, 11507.6, and 11507.7 to
Respondent’s address of record with the Board, which was and is 2708 Wilshire Blvd., #397,
Santa Monica, CA 90403. A copy of the Petition to Revoke Probation, the related documents,
and Declaration of Service are attached as Exhibit “B,” and are incorporated herein by reference,
The aforementioned documents were delivered at Respondent’s address of record on July 21,

2016. A copy of the certified mail card and tracking information from the United States Postal

Service is attached as Exhibit “C,” and is incorporated herein by reference.

4. Service of the Petition to Revoke Probation was effective as a matter of law under the
provisions of Government Code section 11505, subdivision (c).

5. On or about October 28, 2016, Respondent signed and returned a Notice of Defense,
requesting a hearing in this matter, A copjf of Respondent’s Notice of Defense is attached hereto
as Exhibit “D,” and is incorporated herein by reference. |

6. A Notice of Hearing was served by mail at Respondent’s address of record, which
was and is 27078 Wilshire Blvd., #397, Santa Monica, CA 90403. The Notice of Hearing
informed Respondent that an administrative hearing in this matter was scheduled for April 19,
2017. Respondent failed to appear at that hearing. A copy of the Notice of Hearing and
Declaration of Service are attached hereto as Exhibit “E,” and are incorporated herein by
reference.

7. Atthe April 19, 2017 hearing, Administrative Law Judge Carla L. Garrett drafted and
issued a Findings and Declaration of Default; Order of Remand. A copy of the Findings and
Declaration of Default; Order of Remand is attached hereto as Exhibit “F,” and is incorporated
herein by reference. Judge Garrett specifically found that Respondent was provided proper notice
of the date, time, and location of the hearing, and that Respondent failed to appear at the hearing,

8. The Declaration of Brian D. Bill attesting to the foregoing facts is attached hereto as
Exhibit “G.” |
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9, The facts that caused Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2016-021196 to be filed

“are as follows:

t0.  On or about February 5, 2016, California Medical Board Probation Inspector Regina -
Armstrong conducted an intake interview with Respondent and discussed the.terms and
conditions of Respondent’s probation. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong, Probation
Inspector, Exhibit “H.”) Probation Inspector Armstrong drafted a Probation Intake Report that
details her discussion with Respondeﬁt.

11. Respondent indicated that she understood each term and condition of probation and
executed an “Acknowledgment of Decision,” which confirmed her understanding regarding her
obligations as a probétioner. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit
“H.™)

12. On or about February 9, 2016, Respondent informed Probation Inspector Armstrong
that she scheduled an appointment for a Medical Evaluation with Dr. Katz for February 18, 2016,
at 8:00 a.m., as required per the terms and conditions of her probation. (See Declaration of
Regina Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit “I1.”)

[3. Onorabout February 10, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong mailed to Respondent
a letter confirming their conversation of February 5, 2016, (See Declaration of Regina
Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit “H.™)

14.  On or about February 12, 2016, Dr. Zemansky of the Pacific Assistance Group (PAG)
informed Probation Inspector Armstrong that respondent failed to appear for a meeting, as
required per the terms and conditions of Respondent’s probation. (See Declaration of Regina
Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit “H” and Notice of Intent to Introduce Declaration,
Declaration of Df. Tracy Zemansky, and Attachment, Exhibit “1.”)

15.  On or about February 17, 2016, Dr, Zemansky informed Probation Inspector
Armstrong that respondent failed to appear for a meeting, as required per the terms and conditions
of Respondent’s probation. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit
“H” and Declaration of Dr. ‘Tracy Zemansky, and Attachmcnt, Exhibit “1.”)

16.  On or about February 22, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong received a letter from
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Dr. Zemansky indicating that Respondent was terminated from PAG due to non-compliance, in
violation of the terms and conditions of Respondent’s probation. (See Declaration of Regina
Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit “H” and Notice of Intent to Introduce Declaration,
Declaration of Dr. Tracy Zemansky, and Attachment, Exhibit “1.”)

17. On orvabout February 23, 2016, Proba_tion [nspector Armstrong received an email
from Virginia Gerard, the biological fluid testing coordinator for the Board, which indicated that
Respondent failed to make daily contact with her on February 22, 2016; missed a hair test that
was scheduled for February 23, 2016, and failed to provide a response; and was suspended for
non-payment, in violation of the terms and conditions of Respondent’s probation.. (See
Declaration of Regina Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit “H.”)

18.  On or about February 24, 2016, Dr. Katz informed Probation Inspector Armstrong

that Respondent failed to appear for her required medical evaluation that was scheduled for

‘February 18, 2016, and she failed to cancel or reschedule the appointment, in violation of the

terms and conditions of her probation. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong, Probation
Inspector, Exhibit “H,” and Declaration of Dr. Bernard Katz, and Attachment, Exhibit “J.”) On
or ahout March 2, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong received a letter from Dr. Katz that
confirmed the February 24, 2016 conversation. (/bid.)

19.  On or about February 29, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong ma.iled to respondent
a “non-compliance” letter via certified and standard mail. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong,
Probation Inspector, Exhibit “H.”) A copy of the February 29, 2016 letter is attached as Exhibit
“K,” and is incorporated herein by reference,

20.  On or about March 18, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong mailed to Respondent a
letter regarding a clinical diaghostic evaluation scheduled for her for April 5, 2016, with Dr.
Nathan Lavid, {See Declaration of Regina Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit “H.”)

21, On or about March 25, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong attempted to contact
Respondent via teléphOne to discuss her recent non-compliance with the terms and conditions of
her probation. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit “H.”)

Probation Inspector Armstrong was unable to speak with Respondent, but she did leave a detailed
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voicemail message for Respondent. (/bid.) In that message, Probation Inspector Armstrong
informed Respondent of her April 5, 2016 clinical diagnostic evaluation. (/bid.). Finally,
Probation Inspector Armstrong requested that Respondent contact her as soon as possible to
discuss the non-compliance issues. (/bid.)

22.  On.or about March 25, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong received a memorandum
entitled “Failure to Participate in Biological Fluid Testing: Sacha Comden, M.D.,” drafted by
Staff Service Manager I, Anne Potter, along with attachments from Virginia Gerard detailing
Respondent’s failure to participate in the biological fluid testing program.

23. On or about April 7, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong received a letter from Dr.
Lavid informing her that Respondent failed to appear for her Apri} 5, 2016 Clinical Diagnostic
Evaluation, in violation of the terms and condition of Respondent’s probation. (See Declaration
of Regina Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit “H.” and Declaration of Dr. Nathan Lavid,
and Attachment, Exhibit “L.™)

24.  On or about April 11,2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong mailed to respondent a
“non-compliance” letter via certified and standard mail. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong,
Probation Inspector, Exhibit “H.”} A copy ofthe April 11, 2016 letter is attached as Exhibit “M,”
and is incorporated herein by reference.

25.  Onorabout April 27, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong drafted a first quarter
progress report for the period January 2016 — March 2016 that detéiled Respondent’s non-
compliance with the terms and conditions of probation. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong,
Probation Inspector, Exhibit “H.”)

26.  Onor about July 15, 2016, Probation Inspector Armstrong drafied a second quarter
progress report for the period April 2016 — June 2016 that detailed Respondent’s continued non-
compliance with the terms and conditions of probation. (See Declaration of Regina Armstrong,
Probation Inspector, Exhibit “H.™)

27.  On or about October 4, 2016, Probation EnspectorrArmstrong drafted a third quarter

progress report for the period July 2016 — September 2016 that detailed Respondent’s continued
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non-compliance with the lerms and conditions of probation. (See Declaration of Regina
Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit “H.”)

28.  On or about February 8, 2017, Probation Inspector Armstrong drafted a fourth quarter
progress report for the period October 2016 — December 2016 that detailed Respondent’s

continued non-compliance with the terms and conditions of probation. (See Declaration of

‘Regina Armstrong, Probation lnspecto'r, Exhibit “H.”)

29.  On or about April 6, 2017, Probation Inspector Armstrong drafted a first quarter
progress report for the period January 2017 — March 2017 that detailed Respondent’s continued
non-compliance with the terms and conditions of probation. {See Declaration of Regina
Armstrong, Probation Inspector, Exhibit “H.”)

30. Business and Professions Code section 118 states, in petrtinent part:

"(b) The suspension, expiration, or forfeiture by operation of law of a license issued by a
boérd in the department, or its suspension, forfeiture, or cancellation by order of the board or by
order of a court of law, or its surrender without the written consent of the board, shall not, during
any period in which it may be renewed, restored, reissued, or reinstated, deprive the board of its
authority to institute or continue a disciplinary proceeding against the licensee upon any ground
provided by law or to enter an order suspending or revoking.the license or otherwise taki.ng
disciplinary action against the license on any such ground."

31.  Government Code section 11506 states, in pertinent part:

"(c) The respondent shall be entitled to a hearing on the merits if the respondent files a
notice of defense, and the notice shall be deemed a specific denial of all parts of the accusation
not expressly admitted. Failure to file a notice of defensre shall constitute a waiver of
respondent’s right Lo a hearing, but the agency in its discretion may nevertheless grant a hearing."

32. California Government Code section 11520 states, in pertinent part: |

"(a) If the respondent either fails to file a notice of defense or to appear at the hearing, the
agency may take action based upon the respondent’s express admissions or upon other evidence
and affidavits may be used as evidence without any notice to respondent.”

33.  Pursuant to its authority under Government Code section 11520, the Board finds
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Reépondent is in default. The Board will take action without further hearing and, based on
Respondent’s express admissions by way of default and the evidence before it, contained in
exhibits A, B, C, D, E,F, G, H, 1, ], K, L, and M, finds that the allegations in Petition to Revoke
Probation No. 800-2016-021196 are true. |

| DETERMINATION OF ISSUES

I.  Based on the foregoing findings df fact, Respondent SACHA COMDEN, M.D. has
subjected her Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A112824 to discipline.

2. A copy of the Petition to Revoke Probation and the related docutnents and
Declaration of Service are attached.

3. The agency has jurisdiction to adjudicate this case by default.

4. The Medical Board of California is authorized to revoke Respondent’s Physician's
and Surgeon's Certificate based upon the following violations alleged in the Petition to Revoke
Probation:

a. Failure to Complete a Clinical Diagnostic Evaluation, pursuant to the terms and
condition of probation;

b.  Failure to Participate in.BioIogica] Fluid Testing, pursuant to the terms and
condition of probation;

¢ Failureto Participate in Psychothcrapy, pursuant to the terms and condition of

probation;

d.  Failure to Complete Mediéal Evaluation and Treatment, pursuant to the terms
and condition of probation;

e.  Failure to Provide Notice of Employer or Supervisor Information, pursuant to
the terms and condition of probation;

f.  Failure to Name or Obtain a Worksite Monitor, bursuant to the terms and
condition of probation;

g.  Failure to Provide Notification, pursuant to the terms and condition of
probation;

h.  Failure to Comply with General Probation Requirements, pursuant to the terms
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and condition of probation; and

i Failure to Pay Outstanding Probation Monitoring Costs, pursuant to the terms

and condition of probation.
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ORDER
IT IS SO ORDERED that Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A 112824, heretofore
issued to Respondent SACHA COMDEN, M.D., is revoked.

Pursuant to Government Code section 11520, subdivision (c), Respondent may serve a

written motion requesting that the Decision be vacated and stating the grounds relied on within

seven (7) days after service of the Decision on Respondent. The agency in its discretion may
vacate the Decision and grant a hearing on a showing of good cause, as defined in the statute,

This Decision shall become effectiveon  July 5, 2017

It is so ORDERED __ June 5, 2017

FOR THE MEDJCAL BOARIy OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTME OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
Kimberly Kirchmeyer

Executive Director
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KamaLa D, HARRIS

Attorney General of California
JUoITH T. ALVARADO

Supervising Deputy Attorney General
BRriaN D. BILL

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 239146

California Depa1tment of Justice

FILED
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
ICAL OF

ANALYST

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702

Los Angeles, CA 90013

Telephone: (213) §97-9474

Facsimile: (213} 897-9395
Attorneys for Comnplainant

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Petition to Revoke Case No. 800-2016-021196
Probation Against,

SACHA COMDEN, M.D,

2708 Wilshire Blvd., #397 . PETITION TO REVOKE PROBATION
Santa Monica, CA 90403 ]

Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No.
A112824,

Respondent,

Complainant alleges:
PARTIES
1. Kimberly Kirchmeyer (Complamant) brings this Petition to Revoke Proballon solely

in her offi c:al capacity as the Executive Director of the Medical Board oFCallforma, Department

of Consumer Affairs,

2. Onorabout June 16, 2010, the Medical Board of California issued Physician's land '
Surgcon's Certificale Number A 112824 to SACHA COMDEN, M.D, (Respondent). The
Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate expired on February 29, 2016, and has not been renewed,

3. Inadisciplinary action entitled “In the Matter of Accusation and Petition to Revoke
Probation Against Sacha C'omden, M.D.” Case No. 8002014006033, the Medical Board of
California, issued a decision, effective November 25, 2015, in which Respondent’s Physician's
and Surgeon's Certificate was reveked. However, the revocation was stayed and Respondent’s

1
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Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate was placed on probation for a period of six (6) years with
certain terms and conditions. A copy of that decision is attached as Exhibit “A" and is

incorporated by reference.

JURISDICTTION

4. This Petition to Revoke Probation is brought before the Medical Board of California
(Board), Depariment of Consumer A ffairs, under the authority of the following laws. All section
references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated.

5. Section 2004 of the Code states:

“The board shall have the responsibility for the following:

“(a) The enforcement of the disciplinary and criminal provisions of the Medical Practice
Act.

“(b) The administration and hearing of disciplinary actions.

*(c) Carrying out disciplinary actions appropriate to findings made by a panel or an

administrative law judge.

“(d) Suspending, revoking, or otherwise limiting certificates after the conclusion of

disciplinary actions.

J

“(e) Reviewing the quality of medical practice carried out by physician and surgeon

certificate holders under the jurisdiction of the board,
“(f) Approving undergraduate and graduate medical education programs.

“(g) Approving clinical clerkship and special programs and hospitals for the programs in |

subdivision (£).

“(h) Issuing licenses and certificatcs under the board's jurisdiction.

(i} Administering the board's continuing medical education program.”

6. Section 2227 of the Code states:

“(a) A ficensee whose matter has been heard by an administrative law judge of the Medical
Quality Heéring Pane! as designated in Section 11371 of the Government Code, or whose default
has been entered, and who is found guilty, or who has entered into a stipulation for disciplinary .

action with the board, may, in accordance with the provisions of this chapter:

2
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| both, and may be-a practical or clinical examination, or both, at the option of the board or the

(1) Have his or her license revoked upon order of the board.

“{2) Have his or her right to practice suspended for a period not to exceed one year upon
order of the board.

“(3) Be placed on probation and be required to bay the costs of probation moni.toring upon
order of the board.

“(4) Be publicly reprimanded by the board. The public reprimand may include a
reé;uirement that the licensee complete relevant eduéationa! courses approved by the board. -

“(5) Have any other action taken in relation to discipline as part of an order of probation, as
the rboard or an administrative law judge may deem proper.

“(b) Any matter heard pursuant to subdivision (a), except for warning letters, medical
review or édvisory conferences, professioral competency examinations, continuing education
activities, and cost reimbursement associated therewith that are agreed to with the board and
étlcccssfuliy completed by the licensee, or other matters made confidential or privileged by

existing law, is decmed public, and shall be made available to the puElic by the board pursuant to

Section §03.1." _

7. Section 2228 of the Cede states:

“The authority of the board or the Catifornia Board of Podiatric Medicine to discipline a .
licensee by placing him or her on probation includes, but is not limited to, the following:

“(a.) Requiring the licensee to obtain addifiona] professional training and to pass an

examinalion upon the completion of the training. The examination may be written or oral, or

administrative law judge.

“(b) Requiring the licensee to submit to a complete diagnostic examination by one or more
physicians and surgeons appointed by the board. Ifah examination is ordered, the board shall
receive and consider any other report of a complete diagnostic examination given by one or more
physicians and surgeons of the licensee's choice.

“{c) Restricting 6r limiting the extent, scope, or type of practice of the licensee, including

requiring notice to applicable paticnts that the licensee is unable to perform the indicated

3
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treatment, wherg appropriate,

“(d) Providing the option of alternative community service in cases other than violations

relating to quality of care.”

FIRST CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION

(Failure to Completc a Clinical Diagnostic Evaluation)
8.  Atall times after the effective dale of Respondent's probation, Condition 2 stated:

SCLINICAL DIAGNOSTIC EVALUATION-Condition Precedent.

*Within thirty (30) calendar days of the effective date of this Decision, and on whatever
pcriodié baéis thercafler as may be required by the Board or its designee, Respondent shali
urdergo and complete a clinical diagnostic evaluation, including any and all testing deemed
nceessary, by a Board-appointed board certified physician and surgeon, The examiner shall
consider any information provided by the Board or its designee and any other information he or
she deems relevant, and shall furnish a written evaluation report to the Board or its designee.

“The clinical diagnostic evaluation shall be conducted by a licensed physician and surgeon
wha holds a valid, unrestricted license, has three (3) years’ experience in providing evaluations of
physicians and surgcons with substance abuse disorders, and is approved by the Board or iis
designee. The clinical diagnostic evaluation shall be conducted in accordance with acbeptab]e
professional standards for conducting substance abuse clinical diagnostic evaluations. The
evaluator shall not have a current or former financial, personal, or business relalionship with
Respondent within the last five (5) years. The evaluator shall provide an objective, unbiased, and
independent evaluation, The clinical diagnostic evaluation report shall set forth, in the evaluator’s
opinion, whether Respondent has a substance abusc problem, whether Respondent is a threat to

herse{f ar gthers, and recominendations for substance abuse treatment, practice restrictions, or

other recommendations relaled to Respondent’s rehabilitation and ability to practice safely. Ifthe |-

gvaluator determines during the evaluation process that Respondent is a threat (o herself or others,
the evaluator shall notily the Board within twenty-four (24) hours of such a determination.
“fn formulating his or her opinion as to whether Respondent is saf to retutn to either part-

time ot [ull-time practice and what restrictions or recommendations should be imposed, including

4
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participation in an inpatient or outpatient treatment program, the evaluator shall consider the
following factors: Respondcm's license type; Respondent’s history; Respondent’s documented -
length of sobriety {i.e., length of time that has efapsed since Respondent’s last substance use);
Respondent’s scope and pattern of substance abuse; Respondent’s treatment history, medical
history and current medical condition; the nature, duration and severity of Respondent’s substance
abuse problem or problems; and whether Respondent is a threat to herself or the ‘public.

“For all clinical diagnostic evaluations, a final written report shall be provided to the Board
no later than ten {10) days from the date the cvaluator is assigned the matter. If the evaluator
requests additional information or time to complete the evaluation and report, an extension may

be granted, but shall not exceed thirty (30) days from the date the evaluator was originally

- assigned the matter,

“The Board shall I‘E.VECW the clinical diagnostic evalu‘atioﬁ report within five (5) business
da;fs uf receipt to determine whether Respondenf is safe to return fo either part-time or full-time
practice and what restrictions or recommendations shall be imposed on Respondent based on the_
recommendations made by the evaluator. Respondent shall not be returned to practice until she
has at least thirty (30} days of negative biological fluid tests or biological fluid tests indicating
that she has not used, consumed, ingested, or administered to herself a prohibited substance, as
defined in section 1361.51, subdivision (e), of Title 16 of the California Code of Regulations,

“Clinical diagnostic evaluations conducted prior to the effective date of this Decision shall
not be accepled towards the fulfillment of this requirement. The cost of the clinical diagnostic
eviluation, 'including any and all testing deemed necessary by the examiner, the Board ot its
desipnee, shall be barne by the licensce.

“Respondent shall not gngage in the practice of medicine until notified by the Board ot its
designee that he or she is fit to practice medicine safel);. The period of time that Respondent is
not practiciﬁg medicine shall not be counied toward completion of the term of probation.
Respondent shall undergo biological fluid testing as required in this Decision at least two (2)

times per week while awaiting the notification from the Board if she is fit to practice medicine

safely.
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“Respondent shall comply with all restrictions or conditions recommended by the examiner
conducting the clinical diagnostic evaluation within fifteen (1 5) calendar days after being notificd

by the Board or its designee,”

9 Respondent’s probation is subiect to revocation because she failed to comply with

Probation Condition 2, referenced above, The facts and circumstances regarding this v'mlatidn are
as follows:

A.  Onorabout March 18, 2016, Medica! Board Probation Inspector R.A ! provided
notice to Respondent via First Class US and Certified Mail that she was scheduled for a Clinical
Diagnostic Evaluation with Dr. N, L. on April 5, 2016.

B.  Onorabout March 25, 2016, Inspector R.A., lefl a voice message for Respondent
regarding the April 5, 2016 Clinical Diagnostic Evaluation appoiniment with Dr, N.L,.

C. ~ On April 5, 2016, Inspector R.A., received a call from Dr, N,L., who stated that
Respondent failed to appear for the scheduled Clinical Diagnostic Evaluation appointment,

D.  Onorabout April 7,2016, t)r. N.L. provided a letter to the Medical board that
confirmed Respondent’s failure to appear for the April 5, 2016 Clinical Diagnostic Evaluation
appointment,

E.  To date, Respondent has yet to coraplete a Clinical Diagnostic Evaluation pursuant to
the terms and conditions of her probation.

SECOND CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION

(Failure to Participate in Biological Fluid Testing

10, Atall times after the effective dafe of Respondent’s probation, Condition 5 stated:

“BIOLOGICAL FLUID TESTING. Respondent shall immediately submit to biological
fluid testing, at Respondent’s expense, upon request of the Board or its designee. “Biological
fluid testing” may include, buf is not limited to, urine, blood, breathalyzer, hair follicle lesting, or

similar drug screening approved by the Board or its designee. Respondent shall make daily

contact with the Board or its designee to determine whether biological fluid testing is required.

" Individuals are identified by initials to protect their privacy.

i 6
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| During the second year of probation and for the duration of the probationary term, up to five (5)

RcSpondcnt shall be tested on the date of the notification as directed by the Board or its designee. -
The Board may order a respondent to undergo a biological fluid test on any day, at any time,
including weekends and holidays. Excepl when testing on a specific date as ordered by the Board
ot its designee, the scheduling of biclogical fluid testing shall be done on a random basis. The
cost of biological fluid testing shall be borne by the Respondent.

“During the first year of probation, Respondent shall be subject to 52 to 104 random tests.

years, Respondent shall be subject to 36 to 104 random tests per year. Only if there has been no
positive biclogical fluid tests in the previous five (5) consecutive years of probation, may Lest'mg
be reduced to one (1} time per month, Nothing precludes the Board from increasing the number
of random tests (o the first-year level of frequency for any reason,

“Prior to practicing.medicine, Respondent shall contract with a laboratory or service,
approved in advance by the Board or its designee, that will conduct random, unannounced,
observed, biological fluid testing and meets all the following standards:

“(a) Its specimen collectors are either certified by the Drug and Alcohol Testing
lll;iustry Association or have completed the training required to serve as a collector for the
United States Department of Transportation.

“(b) Its specimen collectors conform to the current United States Deparfment of
Transportation Specimen Collection Guidelines.

“(c) Its testing locations comply with the Urine Specimen Collection Guidelines
published by the United States Departracat of Transportation without regard to the type of

test administered.

“(d} Its specimen collectors observe the collection of testing specimens.
“(2) lis laboratorics are certified and acerzdited by the United States Department of
Health and Human Services.
“(f) Is testing locations shall submit a specimen to a laboratory within one (1)
* business day of receipt and all specimens coliected shall be handled pursuant to chain of

custody procedures. The laboratory shall process and analyze the specimens and providé

7
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legally defensible test results to the Board within seven (7) business days of receipt of the -
spécimen, The Board will be notified of non-negative results within one (1) busfness day
and will be notificd of negative test results within seven (7) business days.

“(g) Its testing locations possess all the materials, equipment, and technical
éxpcrtise necessary in order to test Respondent on any day of the week.

“(h) Its testing locations arc able to scientifically test for urine, bload, and hair
specimens for the detection of alcohol and illegal and controlted substances.

“(i) Tt maintains testing sites located throughout California.

Yy It maintai'ns an automated 24-hour toil-free telephone system and/or a secure
on-line computer database that allows the Respondent to check in daily for testing,

“(k) It maintains a secure, HIPAA-compliant website or computer system that
allows staff access to drug test results and compliance r.cporting information that is
avaiAIab!e 24 hours a day.

“(I} Ttemploys or contracts with toxicologists that are licensed physicians and have
knowledge of substance abuse disorders and the appropriate medical tfaining to interpret
and evaluaic laboratory biological fluid test results, medical histories, and any other
information relevant to biomedical information. |

“(m) Tt will not consider a toxicolagy screen.to be negative if a positive result is
obtained while practicing, even If the Respondent holds a valid prescription for the
substance,

“Prior to changing testing locations for any reason, including during vacation or other

travel, alternative testing locations must be approved by the Board and meet the requirementls

above.

*“The contract shall require that the laboratory directly notify the Board or its designee of

non-negative results within one (1) business day and negative test results within seven (N
| business days of the results becoming available. Respondent shall maintain this laboratery or

service contract during the period of probation,

“A certified copy of any laboratory test result may be received in evidence in any

3
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" Board shall imposc any or all of the consequences set forth in section 1361.52(b), in addition to

proceedings between the Board and Respondent.

“If a biological fluid test result indicates Respondent has used, consumed, ingested, or
administcred to herself a prohibited substance, the Board shall order Respondent to cease practice
and instruct Respondent to leave any place of work where Respondent is practicing medicine or
providing medical services. The Bourd shall immediately notify all of Respondent’s employcrs,
supervisors and erk monitors, if any, that Respondent may not practice medicine or provide
medical services while the cease-practice order is in effect,

“A biological fluid test will not be considered negative if a positive result is obtained while
practicing, even if the practitioner holds a valid preseription for the substance. If no prehibited
substance use exists, the Board shall lift the cease-practice order within one (1) business day.

“After the issuance of'a éease—practice order, the Board shall determine whether the positive
biological fiuid test is in fact evidence of prohibited substance usc by consulting with the
specimen collector and the laboratory, communicating with the licensee, his or her treating
physician(s), other health care provider, or group facilitator, as applicable.

“For purposes of this condition, the terms “biological fluid testing” and “testing” mean the
acquisition and chemical analysis of a respondent’s urine, hlood, breath, or hair,

“For purposes of this condition, the term “prohibited substance™ means an illegal drug, a
tawful drug not prescribed or ordered by an appropriately licensed health care provider for use by
Respondent and approved by the Board, alcohol, or any other substance the Respondent has been
instructed by the Beard not to use, consume, ingest, or administer to herself,

“If the Board confirms that a positive biological fluid test is evidence of use of a prohibited

substance, Respondent has committed a major violation, as defined in section 1361.52(a), and the

any other terms or conditions the Board determines are necessary-for public protection or to
enhance Respondent’s rehabilitation.”

11, Respondent’s probation is subject to revocation because she failed to comply with
Probation Condition 5, refcrenced above. The facts and circumstances regarding this violation are

as follows:

PETITION TO REVOKE PROBATION
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A.  Respondent failed to submit to biological fluid testing on the following dates: January
18,2016, February 10, 2016, February 16, 2016, and February 23, 2016,

B.  Respondent submitted untestable samples on the following dates: November 25,
2015, December 2, 2015, and December 3, 20135,

C. Respondent failed to contact the testing company to determine if she was selected 1o
provide a sample on the followlng dates: January 21, 2016, February 11, 2016, Ff;bruary [9, 2016,
and February 22, 2016.

D.  Onor about February 23, 2016, Respondent’s account with FirstLab was suspended
for nonpayment. |

D.  Between Fcbruary 23, 2016 and the present date, Respondent has failed to provide

i biological fluid samples, as required per the terms and conditions of her probation,

E.  DBetween February 23, 2016 and the present date, Respondent has failed to contact the
testing company daily, as required per the terms and conditions of her probation,

THIRD CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION

(Failure to Participate in Psychotherapy)

12, Atall times after the effective date of Respondent’s probation, Condition 7 stated:

“PSYCHQTHERAPX. Within 60 calendar days of the effective date of this Decision,
Respondent shall submit to the Board or its designee for prior approval the name and
qualifications ofa California-licensed board certified psychiateist or a licensed psychologist who
has a docteral degree in psychology and af least five years of postgraduate experience in the
diagnosis and treatment of emational and mental disorders. Upon approval, Respondent shall
undergo and continuc psychotherapy treatment, including any modifications fo the frequency of
psychotherapy, unti} the Board or its designee deems that no further psychotherapy is necessary,

“The psychotherapist shall consider any information provided by the Board or its designee

“and any other information the psychotherapist deems relevant and shall furnish a written

evaluation report to the Board or its designee. Respondent shall cooperate in providing the
psychotherapist any information and documents that the psychotherapist may deem pertinent.

“Respondent shall have the treating psychotherapist submit quarterly status reports to the

10
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probation, Respondent is found to be mentally unfit to resume the practice of medicine without

required meetings at the Physicians Assistance Group (PAG).

I thereafter as may be required by the Board or its designee, Respondent shall undergo a medical

Board or its designee. The Board or its designee may require Respondent to undergo psychiatric

evaluations by a Board-appointed board ceriified psychiétris:: If, prior to the completion of

restrictions, the Board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over Respondent’s license and the
period of probation shall be extended until the Board determines that Respondent is mentally fit to
resunie the practice of medicine without ‘rcstrictions,.

“Respondent shall pay the cost of all psychotherapy and psychiatric evaluations,”

(3. Respondent’s probation is subject to revocation because she failed to comply with
Probation Conditiqn 7, referenced above. The facts and circumstances regarding this violation are

as follows:

A.  Onorabout February L1, 2016 and February 16, 2016, Respondent failed (o attend

B.  Onorabout February 17,2016, Respondent contacted Dr. Z at PAG regarding her

intention to move out of state.

C.  On or about February 22, 2016, Respondent was terminated from PAG due to ron-

compliunce with the terms of the program.

FQURTH CAUSF, TO REVOKE PROBATION

{Failure to Complete Mcdical Evaluation and Treatment)

14, At 2!l times after the effective date of Respondent’s probation, Condition 8 stated:

“MEDICAL EVALUATION AND TREATMENT-Condition Precedent. Respondent shall
not engage in the practice of medicine until notified in writing by the Board or its designee 0f'it§
determination that Respondent is medically fit to practice safely.

“Within 30 calendar days of the effective date of this Decision, and on a periodic basis

evaluation by a Board-appointed physician who shall consider any information provided by the
Board or designee and any other information the evaluating physician deems relevant and shall
[urnish a medical report to the Board or its designee, Respondent shall provide the evaluating

physician any information ard documentation that the evaluating physician may deem pertinent,

1
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| “Following the evaluation, Respondent shall comply with all restrictions or conditions
.l recommended by the evaluating physician within 15 calendar days after being notified by the
j Board or its designee. [f Respondent is required by the Board or its designee to undergo medical
treatment, Respondent shall within 30 calendar days of the requirement notice, submit to the
Board or its designee for prior approval the name and qualifications of a Californ.ia licensed
{reating physician of Respondent’s choice, Upon approval of the treating physician, Respondent
shall within 15 calendar days undertake medical treatment and shall continue such treatment until
further notice from the Board or its designee.

“The treating physician shall consider any information provided by the Board or its

designee or any other information the treating physician may deem pertinent prior to

commencement of treatment. Respondent shall have the treating physician submit quarterly

reports to the Board or its designee indicating whether or not the Respondent is capable of
practicing medicine safely. Respondent shall provide the Board or its designee with any and all
medical records pertaining to treatment, the Board or its designee deems necessary.

“If, prior to the completion of probation, Respondent is found to be physically incapable of
resuming the practice of medicine without restrictions, the Board shall retain continuing
jurisdiction over Respondent’s ficense and the period of probation shatl be extended untif the
Board determines that Respondent is physically capable of resurming the practice of medicine
without restrictions. Respondent shall pay the cost of the medical evaluation(s} and treatment,

15. Respondent’s probation is subject to revocation because she failed to comply with
Probation Condition 8, referenced above. The facts and circumstances regarding this violation are
as follows:

A.  Onorabout February 9, 2016, Respondent informed Inspector R.A. that she
scheduled a Medical Evaluation appointment for February 18, 2016, with Dr. BK.

B. On or about February 10, 2016, Inspector R.A, mailed Respondent a letter that
confirmed the February 18, 2016, medical evaluation appointment.

C.  On or about Tebruary 18, 2016, Respondent failed to appear for the scheduled

Medical Evaluation appointment. Additionally, Respondent failed to contact Dr. BK. to either

12
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cancel or reschedule the appointment,

D, Onorabout February 24, 2016, Inspector R.A. contacted Dr. B.K. regarding
Respondent’s appointment, Dr, BK, informed Inspector R.A. that Respondent failed to appear
for the February 18, 2016 appointment. |

E.  Onorabout March 2, 2016, Dr, B.K. provided a letter tb the Board that confirmed
Respondent's failure to appear for the February 18, 2016 Medical Evaluation appointment,

FOURTH CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION

(Failure to Provide Notice of Employér or Supervisor Information)

16. At all times after the effective date of Respondent’s probation, Condilion 9 stated;

“NOTICE OF EMPLOYER OR SUPERVISOR INFORMATION. Within seven (7) days
of the effective date of this Decision, Respondent shall provide to the Board the names, physical
addresses, mailing addresses, and telephone numbers of any and all employers and supervisors.
Respondent shall also provide specific, written consent for the Board, Respondent’s worksite
monitor, and Respondent’s employers and supervisots o communicate tegarding Respondent’s
work status, performance, and monitoring,

“Tor purposes of this section, “supervisors” shal! include the Chief of Staff and Health or-
Well Being Committee Chair, of equivalent, if applicable, when the Respondent has medical staff
privileges.”

17. Respondent’s probation is subject to revocation because she failed to cor'nply with
Probation Condition 9, referenced above, The facts and circumstances regarding this violation are
as follows: '

A.  Onor before February 12, 2016, Respondent was required to submit to the Board the
names, physical addresses, and telephone numbers of any and all employers and supervisors,
Additionally, Respondent was requirsd to exceute written releases for the Board to contact any
and all employers, supervisors, and/or workplace monitors to determine work status and

performance.

B. To date, Respondent has yet to comply with either of the above requirements,

/"
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. relationship with Respondent, or any other relationship that could reasonably be expected to

FIFTH CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION

" (Failure fo Name or Obtain a Worksite Monitor)
18. Atall times afier the effective date of Respondent®s probation, Condition 10 stated:

“WORKSITE MONITOR. Within thirty (30) calendar days of the eftective date of this

Deccision, Respondent shall submit to the Board or its designee for prior approval as a worksite
monitor, the name and qualifications of one or more licensed physician and surgeon, other
licensed health care professional if no physician and surgeon is available, or, as approved by the
Board or its designee, a person in a position of éuthority who is capable of monitoring the
Respondent at work, .

“The worksite monitor shall not have a current or former financiai, personal, or familial

compromise the ability of the monitor to render impartial and unbiased reports to the Board or its
designee. [fit is impractical for anyone but Respondent’s employer fo serve as the worksite
monitor, this requirement may be waived by the Board or its designee, however, under no
ciccumstances shall Respondent’s worksite monitor be an employee or supervisee of the licensee,
“The worksite monitor shall have an active unrestricted license with no disciplinary action
within the last five (5) years, and shall sign an affirmation that he or she has reviewed the terms

and conditions of Respondent’s disciplinary order and agrees to monitor Respondent as set forth

by the Board or its designee. _

‘I‘Rcspondent shali pay all worksite monitoring costs, ‘

“The worksite monitor shall have face-to-face contact with Respondent o the work
environment on as frequent a basis as determined by the Board or its designee, but not less than
once per week; interview other staff in the office regarding Respondent’s behavior, if requested
by the Board or its designee; and review Res;.nondent’s work attendance.

“The warksite monitor shall verbally report any éuspected substance abuse to the Board and
Respondent’s employer or supervisor within one (1) business day of occurrence. Ifthe suspected
substance abuse does not occur during the Board’s normal business hours, the verbal report shall

be made o the Board or its designee within one (1) hour of the next business day. A written

14
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report that includes the date, time, and tocation of the suspected abuse; Respondent’s actions; énd
aﬁy other information deemed impoitant by the worksite monitor shall be submitted to the Board
or its designee within 48 hours of the occurrence.

*The worksite monitor shall complete and submit a written report monthly or as dirccted by
the Board ot its designee which shall include the fallowing: (1) Respondent’s name and -
Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate number; (2) the worksite monitor's name and signature; (3)
the worksite monitor’s license number, 1f applicable; (4) the location or location(s) of the
worksite; (5) the dates Respondent had fuce-to-face contact with the worksite monitor; (6) the
names of worksite staff interviewed, if applicable; (7} a report of Respondent’s work attendance;

(8) any change in Respondent’s behavior and/or personal habits; and (9) any indicators that can

- lead to suspected substance abuse by Respondent. Respondent shall complete any required

consent forms and execute agreements with the approved worksite monitor and the Board, or its
designee, authorizing the Board, or its designee, and worksite monitor to exchange information.

“If the worksite monitor resigns or is no longer available, Respondent shall, within five (5)
calendar days of such resignation or unavailability, submit to the Board or its designee, for prior
approval, the name and qualifications of a replacement menitor who will be assuming that
responsibility within fifteen (15) calendar days. Ithzspondent fails to obtain approval of a
replacement monitor within sixty (60) calendar days of the resignation or unavailability of the
monitor, Respondent shall receive a notification from the Board or ':ts.designee to cease the
practice of medicine within three (3) calcndan; days after being so notified. Respondent shall
cease the practice of medicine until a replacement monitor is approved and assumes menitoring
responsibility,” 7 _

19. Respondent’s probation is subject to revocation because sh(; failed to comply with
Probation Condition 10, refercnced above. The facts and circumstances regarding this violation
are as follows: During the course of probaticn, Respondent failed to submit to the Board any
names of polential worksite monitors.

/I
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SIXTH CAUSE TO REVOKFE PROBATION

(Failure to Provide Notification)
20. Atall times after the effective date of Respondent's probation, Condition 11 stated:

“NOTIFICATION. Within seven (7} days of the effective date of this Decision, the

Respandent shall provide a true copy of this Decision and Accusation and Petition to Revoke
Probation to the Chicf of Staff or the Chief Executive Officer at every hospital where privileges or
membership are extended to Respondent, at any other facility where Respondent engages in the
practice ;'Jf medicine, including all physician and locum tenens registries or other similar agencies,
and to the Chief Executive Officer at every i.nsurance carrier which extends malpractice insurance
coverage to Respondent. Respondent shall submit proof of compliance to the Board or its
designee within 15 calendar days.

*This condition shall apply to any change(s) in hospitals, other facilities or insurance
cartier.”

21, Respondent’s probation is subject to revocation because she fatied to comply with
Probation Condition 11, referenced above. The facts and circumstances regarding this violation
are as follows:

A.  Onor before February 12, 2016, Respondent was required to provide notification of
Accusation and Decision to the Chief of Staﬁ‘ at al! locations where Respondent practices
medicine and to the Chief Executive Officer of her malpractice insurance carrier,

B,  On or before February 20, 2016, Respondent was required to providc proof of

compliarce of the above notification to the Board.
C. Todate, Respondcnf. failed to provide the requisite proof of notification to the Board.

SEVENTH CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION

(Failurc to Comply with General Probation Requirements)
22.  Atall times after the effective date of Respondent’s probation, Condition 15 stated:

“GENERAL PROBATION REQUIREMENTS.

“Compliance with Probation Unit
“Respondent shall cotply with the Board’s probation unit and all terms and conditions of

16
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- residence addresses, email address (if available), and telephone number, Changes of such
- addresses shall be immediately communicated in wriling to the Board or its designce. Under no

" circumstances shail a post office box serve as an address of record, except as allowed by Business

this Decision.

“Address Changes

“Respondent shall, a¢ all times, kesp the Board informed of Rcspondent’s business and

and Professions Code section 2021(b).

“Place of Practice

“Respondent shall nof engage in the practice of medicine in Respondent’s or patient’s place"
ol residence, unless the patient resides in a skilled nursing facility or other similar licensed
facility.

“License Renewal

“Respondent shall maintain a carrent and renewed California physician’s and surgeon’s
license.

“Travel or Residence Qutside California

“Respondent shall immediately inform the Board or its designee, in writing, of travel to any
areas outside the jurisdiction of California which tasts, o is contemptlated to last, more than thirty
(30) calendar days.

“In the event Respondent should leave the State of California to reside or to practice
Respondent shall notify the Board or its designee in writing 30 calendar days prior to the dates of
departure and return.”

23, Respondcnt?s probation is subject to revocation because she failed to comply with
Probation Condition 15, refercnced above, The facts and circumstances regarding this violation
are as follows: |

A.  Onorabout February 17, 2016 Respondent failed to notify the Board of a change of
address and/or failed to notify the board of any travel or relocation outside the state of California,

B.  Respondent failed to renew Physician’s and Surgeon's License No. A119824.

/4
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EIGHTH CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION

(Failure to Pay Outstanding Probation Monitoring Costs)
24,  Atall times afier the effective date of Respondent’s probation, Condition 21 stated:

“PROBATION MONITORING COSTS. Respondent shall pay the costs associated with

probation monitoring each and every ycar of probation, as designated by the Board, which may bé
adjusted or an annual basis. Such costs shall be payable to the Medical Board of California and
delivered to the Board or ils designee no later than January 31 of each calendar year.”

25, Respondent’s b,robation is subject to-revocation because she failed to comply with
Probation Condition 21, referenced above. The facts and circumstances regarding this viblation
are as follows: |

A.  Respondent has failed to timely pay all costs associated with probation monitoring,
Specifically, Respondent owes $4,080.00 for 2013, $4,029.00 for 2014, and $4,106,00 for 205,
DISCIPLINARY CONSIDERATIONS

26. [n the Decision and Order effective June 15, 2010, the Medical Board of California
issued a probationary Physician’s arnd Surgeons Certificate to Respondent pursuant lo an action
entitled “In the Matter of the Application of Sacha Susan Comden,” case number 20-2010-
206930. Respondent was placed on five years of probation and was required to submit to

biological fluid testing, to abstain from the use of alccholic beverages, and to comply with other

standard terms and conditions of probation. A teue and correct copy of the Decision and Order
granting a probationary Physician’s and Surgeons Certificate to Rcspond;:nt is attached as Exhibit
“R "

i

i

i

i

i

i

I

18

PETITION TO REVOKE PROBATION

AGDIR




~I G e R W N

PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that g hearing be held on the maticrs hersin alleged .

3

| and that folioWing the hearing, 'ghe Medical Board of California issue a decision:

1. Revoking the probation that was granted by the Medical Board of California in Case
No. 8002014006033 and imposing the disciplinary order that was stayed thercby revoking
Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A 112824 issued to lSACHA COMDEN, M.D.;

2. Revoking or suspending Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A 1 12824, issued to

SACHA COMDEN, M.D,;

3. Revoking, suspending or denying approval of Sacha Comden, M.DD."s authority to
supcrvise physician’s assistants, pursuant ta section 3527 of the Code;

4. Ordering SACHA COMDEN, M.D. 1o pay the Medical Board of California, if
continued on probation, the costs of probation monitoring; and

5. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

DATED: _July 15, 2016

Executive Dirgctor
Medical Board of California
Departiment of Consumer Affairs
State of California

Complainant

LA2066501352
6200243 5.doc
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Exhibit A

Decision and Order

Medical Board of California Case No, 800-2016-021196




BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation )
and Petition to Revoke Probation )
Against: )
)
)

SACHA SUSAN COMDEN, M.D. ) Case No. 8002014006033
)
Physician's and Surgeon's )
Certificate No. A112824 }
)
Rezpondent )
)

DECISION

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby adopted as
the Decision and Order of the Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer
Affairy, State of California.

| This Decision shall becomc effective at 5:00 p.m. on November 25, 2015.

1T IS SO ORDERED: Qctober 26, 2015,

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

Jamie Wr(ght, J.D., Chair
Panel A

MEDICAL BGARD OF CALIFORNIA
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KAMALA D, HARRIS

Attortiey General of Califotnia

JupITH T. ALVARADO

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 155307

California Department of Justice
300 South Spring Street, Suite 1702
Los Angeles, California 90013
Telephone: (213) 576-7149
Facsimile: (213) 897-9395

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

No, A'112824

In the Matter of the Accusation and Petition to | Case No. 800-2014-006033
Revoke Probation Against:

, OAH No. 2015020847
SACHA COMDEN, M.D,

.. , ) STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND
Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate DISCIPLINARY ORDER

Respondent.

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-

entitled proceedings that the following matters are true:

PARTIES
1.  Kimberly Kirchmeyer ("Compla;inant") is the Executive Director of the Medical
Board of California. She brought this action solely in her official capacity and is represented in
this matter by Kumala D. Harris, Attorney General of the State of California, by Judith T

Alvarado, Supervising Depuly Attorney General.

2. Respondent Sacha Comden, M.D. ("Respondent") is represented in this proceeding
by attorney Theodorc A. Cohen, Esq., whose address is: Law Offices of Theodore A. Cohen,
3550 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1280, Los Augelés, CA 90010,

3. Onorabout June 10, 2010, the Medical Board of California issued Physician's and
szrgeon’s Certificate No. A 112824 to Sacha Comden, M.DD. That certificate was in full force -and

l

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2014-006013)
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_expire on February 29, 2016, unless renewed,

‘pending against Respondent. The Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation and all other

effect at all times relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No. 800-2014-006033 and will

JURISDICTION
4. Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2014-006033 was filed belore

the Medical Board of California (Board), Department of Consumer Affairs, and is currently

statutori.ly required documents were properly served on Respondent on November 26, 2014,
Respondent timely filed her Notice of Defense contesting the Accusation and Petition to Revoke
Probation,

5. A copy of Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2014-006033 is
attached as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference. |

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS

6.  Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the
charges and allegation.s in Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation No, 800-2014-006033.
Respondent has also carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the effects of
this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order,

7.  Respondent is fully aware of her legal rights in this matter, including the right to a
hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation and Petition 1o Revoke Probation; the
right to be represented by counsel at hcr own expense; the right to confront and cross-examine the
wilnesses against her, the right to present cvidén(:f: and to testify on her owﬁ behalf; the right to
the issuance of’ subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses end the production of
documents; the right to reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other
righls accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws.

8. Respoﬁdcm voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and
every right set forth above. |
i
i

i
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1 | CULPABILITY
y) 9. Respondent admits that at a hearing, Complainant could set forth a prima facic case
3 |i for the charges and allegations in Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2014.-
4 || 006033, and Respondent declines to defend same. Respondent further agrees that her Physician's |
5 || and Surgeon's Certificate is subject to discipline and she agrees to be bound by the Board’s

imposition of discipline as set forth in the Disciplinary Order below,

6

7 10.  Respondent further agrees that if she ever petitions for early termination or

8 [} modification of probation, or if the Board ever petitions for revocation of probation, all of the

9 |l charges and allegations contained in Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2014-
10 || 006033, shall be deemed true, correct and fully admitted.by Respondent for purposes of that

{1 J; proceeding or any other licensing proceeding involving Respondent in the State of California,

12 CONTINGENCY
13 11, This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Medical Board of California.

14 || Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Medical
15 || Board of California may comr_nunicatc directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and

16 || settlement, without notice to or participation by Respondent or her counsel. By signing the
{7 || stipulation, Respondent underslands and agrees that she may not withdraw her agreement or seek
18 || to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails
19 || to aidopt this stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary
20 || Order shall be of no force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal
21 I action between the parties, and the Board shall not be disqué.liﬁed from further action by having
22 |1 considered this matter.
23 12.  The parties understand and agree that Portable Document Format (PDF} and facsimile
24 || copies of this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order, including (PDF) and facsimile
25 || signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as the originals.
26 13. Inconsideration of the foregoing admisstons and stipulations, the parties agrec that
27 || the Board may, withoul further notice ot formal proceeding, issue and enter the following

28 1 Disciplinary Order:

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2014-006037)
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DISCIPLINARY ORDIR

[T IS HEREBY ORDERED that Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No, A 112824 issued
to Respondent Sacha Corﬁden, M.D. is revoked. However, the revocation is stayed and
Respondent is placed on probation for six (6) years on the following terms and conditions.

1. ACTUAL SUSPENSION-Condition Satisficd. As part of probation, Resﬁondent is
suspended from the practice of medicine for one year,

2. CLINICAL DIAGNOSTIC EVALUATION-Condition Precedent.

. Within thirty (30) calendar days of he effective date of this Decision, and on whalever
periodic basis thereafter as may be required by the Board or its designee, Respondent shall
undergo and complete a clinica! diagnostic evaluation, including any and all testing deemed
necessary, by a Board-appointed board certified physician and surgeon. The examiner shall
consider any information provided by the Board or its designee and any other information he or
she deems relevant, and shall furnish a written evaluation repor! to the Board or its designee.

The clinical diagnostic evaluatioﬁ shall be conducted by a licensed physician and surgeon
who holds a valid, unrestricted license, has three (3) years' experience in providing evaluations of
physicians and surgeons with substance abuse disorders, and is approved by the Board or its

designee, The clinical diagnostic evaluation shall be conducted in accordance with acceptable

professional standards for conducting substance abuse clinical diagnostic evaluations. The
evaluator shall not have a current or former financial, personal, or busiqess relationship with
Respondent within the la.st five (5) years. The evaluator shall provide an objective, unbiased, and
independent evaluation. The clinical diagnostic evaluation report shall set forth, in the
evaluator’s opinion, whether Respondent has a substance abuse problem, whether Respondent is a
threat to herself or others, and recommendations for subétance abuse treatment, practice
rcslrictio.ns, or other recomumendations related to Respondent’s rehabilitation and abitity to
practice safely. [f the evaluator determines during the evaluation process that Respondent is a
threat to herself or others, the evaluator shall notify the Board within twenty-four (24) hours of
such a determination.

In formulating kis or her opinion as to whether Respondent is safe to return to either part-

4
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 desigree, shall be borne by the licensee.

time or full-time practice and what restrictions or recommendations should be imposed, including
participation in an inpatient or outpatient treatmient program, the evaluator shall consider the
following factors: Respondent’s license type; Respondent’s history; Respondent's documented
length of sobriety (i.e., length of time that has elapsed since Respondent’s last substance use);
Respondent’s scope and pattern of subé(ance abuse; Respondent’s treatment history, medical
history and curtent medical condition; the nature, duration and severity of Respondent’s
substance abuse problem or problems; and whether Respondent is a threat to herself or the-
public.

For all clinical diagnostic evaluations, a final writlen report shall be provided to the Board
ro later than ten (10) days from the date the evéluator is assigned the malter, If'the evéluator
requests additional information or time to complefe. the cvaluation and report, an extension may
be granted, but shall not exceed thirty (30) days from the date the evaluator was originally
assigned the malter.

The Board éhail review the clinical diapnostic evaluation report within five (5) business
days of receipt to determine whether Respondent is safe to return to either part-time or full-time
practice and what restrictions ot recommendations shall be imposed on Respondent based on the
recommendations made by the evaluator. Respondent shall not be returned to practice until she
has at least thirly (30) days of ncgative biological fluid tests or biologica! fluid tests indicating
that she has not used, consumed, ingested, or administered to herself a prohibited substance, as
defined in section 1361.51, subdivision (e}, of Title 16 of the California Code of Regulations.

Clinical diagnoslic evaluations conducted prior to the effective date of this Decision shall
rot be accepted towards the fulfillment of this requirement. The cost of the clinical diagnostic

evaluation, including any and all testing deemed necessary by the examiner, the Board or its

Respondent shall not engage in the prablice of medicine until notified by the Board or its
designec that he or she is fit to practice medicine safely, The period of time that Respondent is
not practicing medicine shall not be counted toward completian of the term of probation.

Respondent shall undergo biological fluid testing as required in this Decision at least two (2)

5
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times per week while awaiting the notification from the Board if she is fil to practice nwdici.ne
safely.

Respondent shall comply with all restrictions or conditions recommended by the examiner
conducting the clinical diagnostic evaluation within [ifeen (15) calendar days after being notified

by the Board or its designee.

3.  CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES - ABSTAIN FROM USE. Respondent shall abstain

completely from the personal use or possession of controlled substances as defined in the
California Uniform Controlled Substances Act, dangerous dr.ugs as defined by Business and
Professions Code section 4022, and any drugs requiring a prescription. This prohibitidn does ﬁot
apply to medications lawfully prescribed to Respondent by another practitioner for a bona fide
iliness or condition.

Within 15 calendar days of receiving any lawfully prescribed medications, Respondent
shaif notify th;a Board or its designee of the: issuing practitionet’s name, address, and telephone
nuember; medication name, strength, and quantily; and issuing pharmacy name, address, and
telephone numbet.

If Respondent has a confirmed positive biological fiuid test for any substance (whether or
not legally prescribed) and has not reported the use to the Board or its designee, Respondent

shall receive a notification from the Board or its designee to immediately ceasc the practice of

medicine, The Respondent shall not resume the practice of medicine until final decision on an
accusation and/or a petition to revoke probation. An accusation and/or petition to revoke
probation shall be filed by the Board within 15 days of the notitication to cease practice. If the
Respondeni requests a hearing on the accusation and/or petition to reveke probation, the Board
shall provide the Respondent with a hearing within 30 days of the request, unless the Respondent

stipulates to a later hearing. A decision shall be received from the Administrative Law Judge or

the Board within 15 days unless good cause can be shown for the delay. The ccssation of practice

shall not apply to the reduction of the probationary time period,

Il the Board does not fiie an accusation or petilion to revoke probation within 15 days of the

issuance of the rotificalion lo ccase practice or does not provide Respondent with a hearing

6
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within 30 days of a such a request, the notification of cease practice shall be dissolved,

4, ALCOHOL - ABSTAIN FROM USE. Respondent shall abstain completely from the

use of products or beverages containing alcohol.

If Respondent has a confirmed positive biological fluid test for alcohol, Respondent shall
receive a notification from the Board or its designee to immediately cease the practice of
medicine. The Respondent shall not resume the practice of medicine until final decision on an
accusation and/or a petition to revoke probation. An accusation and/or petition to revoke
probation shall be ﬁléci by the Board within 15 days of the notification to cease practice. If the
Respondent requests a hearing on the accusation and/or petition 1o revoke probation, the Board
shall provide the Respondent with a hearing within 30 days of the ‘requesl, unless the Respondent
stipulates to a later hearing. A decision shall be received from the Administrative Law Judge or
the Board within 15 days unless good cause can be shov{:n for the delay. The cessation of practice
shall not apply to the reduction of the probationary time period.

If the Board does not file an accusation or petition to revoke probation within 15 days of the
issuance of the notification to cease practice or does not provide Respondent with a hearing
within 30 days of a such a request, the notification of cease practice shall be dissolved.

5. BIOLOGICAL FLUID TESTING. Respondent shall immediately submit to

biological fluid testing, at Respondent’s expense, upon request of the Board or its designee,
“Biolagical tluid testing” may include, but is not limited to, urine, blood, breathalyzer, hair
follicle testing, or similar drug screening approvéd by the Board or its designee. Respondent shall
make daily contact with the Board or its designee to determine whether biological fluid testing is
required. Respondent shall be tested on the date of the notification as directed by the Board or its
designee. The Board may order a respondent to undergo a biological fluid test on any day, at any
time, including weekends and holidays. Except when testing on a specific date as ordered by the
Board or its designee, the scheduling eof biological fluid tcsting shall ke done on a random basis.
The cost of biological fluid testing shall be borne by the Rcspondeﬁt.

During the first year of probation, Respondent shall be subject to 52 to 104 random tests,

During the second year of probation and for the duration of the probationary term, up to five (5)

7
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years, Respondent shall be subject to 36 to .l 04 random tests per year. Only il there has been no
positive biological fluid tests in the previous five (5) consecutive years of probation, may testing
be reduced to one (1) titne per month, Nothing precludes the Board from increasing the number
of random tests to the first-year level of frequency for any reason.

Prior to practicing medicine, Respondent shall contract with a laboratory or service,
approved in advance by the Board or jts designcc, that will conduct random, unannounced,
observed, biological fluid testing and meets all the following standards:

(a) Its specimen collectors are either certified by the Drug and Alcokol Testing

. Industry Association or have completed the training required to serve as a collector for the

United States Department of Transportation.

(b) Its specimen collectors conform to the current United States Dcpartmeﬁt of
Transportation Specimen Collection Guidelines.

(¢} Iis testing locations comply with the Urine Specimen Collection Guidelines
published by the United States Department of Transportétion without regard to the type of
test administered, '

(d) lts specimen collectors observe the collection of testing specimens, |

(e) Its laboratories are cerlified and accredited by the United States Department of
Health and Human Services.

(F) Its testing locations shall submit a specimen to a laboratory within one (N
business day of receipt and all specimens collected shall be handled pursuant to chain of
custody procedures. The laboratory shall process and analyze the specimens and provide
legally defensible test results to the Board within seven (7) business days of receipt of the

specimen. The Board will be notified of non-negative results within one (1) business day

and will be notified of negative test results within seven (7) business days,

(2) Its testing locativns possess all the materials, equipment, and technical expertise
necessary in order td test Respondent on any day of the week.

(h) Its testing E(.)cations are able to scientifically test for urine, blood, and hair

specimens for the detection of aleoho! and illegal and controlied substances.

8
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(1} Tumaintains testing sites located throughout California,

(i} [t maintains an automated 24-hour toll-free lelephone system and/or a secure on-
line computer database that allows [he Respondent to check in daily for testing.

(k) It maintains a secure, HIPAA-compliant website ot conipuler system that allows
staff access to drug test results and compliance reporting information that is available 24
hours a day.

(1) [t employs or contracts with toxicologists that are licensed physicians and have
knowledge of substance abuse disorders and the appropriate medical training to interpret
and evaluate laboratory biological fluid test results, medical histories, and any other
information relevant to biomedical information.

(m) [t will not consider a toxicology screen to be negative if a positive result is
obtained while practicing, even if the Respondent holds a valid prescription for the
substance,
i’rior to changing testing locations for any reason, including during vacation or other travel,

alternative testing tocations must be approved by the Board and meet the requirements above,
The contract shall requirc that the laboratory directly notify the Board or its designee of

non-negative results within one (1) business day and negative test results within seven @)

business duys of the results becoming available. Respondent shall maintain this laboratory or

service contract during the period of probation.

A certified copy of any laboratory test result may be received in evidence in any
proceedings between the Board and Respondent.

It a biological fluid test result indicates Respondent has used, consumed, ingested, or
administered to herself a prohibited substance, the Board shall order Respondent to cease practice
and instruct Respondent to leave any place of work where Respondent is practicing medicine or
providing medical services. The Board shall immediately notify all of Respondent’é employets,
supervisors and work monitors, if any, that Respondent may not practice medicine or prov_ide
medical services while the cease-practicé order is in effect.

A biologica! fluid test will not be considered negative if a positive result is oblained while

9
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day assessment of Respondent’s physical and mental health; basic clinical and communication -

practicing, even il the practitioner holds a valid prescrf ption for the substance. If no prohibited
substance use exists, the Board shall lift the cease-practice order within one (1) business day.

After the issuance of a cease-practice order, the Board shall determine whether the positive .
biological fluid test is in fact evidence of prohibited substance use by consulting with the
specimen collector and the laboratory, communicating with the liccnsep, his or her treating
physician(s), other heallk care provider, or group facilitator, as applicabie.

For purposes of this condition, the terms “biological fluid testing” and “testing” mean the
acquisition and chemical analysis of a responden(’s urine, blood, breath, or hair.

For purposes of this condition, the term “prohibited substance” means an illegal drug, a
lawful drug not prescribed or ordered by an appropriately licensed health care provider for use by
Respondent and approved by the Board, alcohol, or any other substance the Respondent has been
instructed by the Board not to use, consume, ingest, or administer to herself.

If the Board confirms that a positive biological fluid test is evidence of use of a prohibited
substance, Respondent has committed a major violation, as defined in section 1361.52(a), and the
Board shall impose any or all of the conscquences set forth in section 1361.52(b), in addition to
any other terms or conditions the Board determines are necessary for public protection or to
enhance Respondent’s rehabilitation,

0. CLINICAL TRAINING PROGRAM-Condition Precedent-Should Respondent

Return to Direct Patient Care. Prior to Respondent returning to a medical practice where she
provides direct f:atient care, Respondent shall enroll in a clinical training or educational program
equivalent to the Physician Assessment and Clinical Education Program (PACE) offered at the
University of California - San Dicgo School of Medicine (“Program™). Respondent shall
successfully complete the Program not later than six (6) months after Rcsponcient’s initial

enroliment unless the Board or its desi gnee agrees in writing to an extension of that time.

The Program shall consist of a Comprehensive Assessment program comprised of a two-

skills common to all clinicians; and medical knowledge, skill and judgment pertaining to

Respondent's arca of praciice in which Respondent was alleged to be deficient, and at minimum,

10
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. scope and length of any additional educational or clintcal training, treatment for any medical

undergo and continue psychotherapy treatment, including any modifications to the frequency of

a 40 hour program of clinical education in the area of practice in which Respondent was alleged
to be deficient and which takes into account data. obtained from the asscssment, Decisit-)n(s),
Accusation(s), and any other information that the Board or its designee deems relevant,
Rcspondent shall pay all expenses associated with the clinical training program.

. Based on Respondent’s performance and test results in the assessment and clinical

education, the Program will advise the Board or its designee of its recommendation(s) for the

condition, treatment for any psychologica! condition, or anything else affecting Respondent’s
practice of medicine. Respondent shall comply with Program recommendations,
At the completion of any additional cducational or clinical training, Respondent shall

submit to and pass an examination. Determination as to whether Respondent successfully

completed the examination or successfully completed the program is solely within the program’s
jurisdiction.

The Respondent shall not resume direct patient care until enroliment or participation in the
clinical training prograrﬁ have been cqmplgted and Respondent has been so notified by the Board
or ils designee in writing_. [f the Respondent did not .succcssfully complete the clinical training
program, the Respondent shall not resume dirc;:t patient care.

7. PSYCHOTHERAPY. Within 60 calendar days of the effective date of this Decision,

Respondent shall submit to the Board or its designee for prior approval the name and
qualifications of a California-licensed board certified psychiatrist or a licensed psychologist who
has a doctoral degree in psychology and at least five years of postgraduate expericnce in the

diagnosis and treatment of emotional and mental disorders, Upon approval, Respondent shall

psychotherapy, until the Board or its designee deems that no further psychotherapy is necessary.
The psychotherapist shall consider any information provided by the Board or its designee

and any other information the psychotherapist deems relevant and shall furnish a written

evaluation repert to the Board or its designee. Respondent shall cooperate in providing the

psychotherapist any information and documents that the psychotherapist may deem pertinent.

11
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Respondent shall have the treating psychotherapist submit quarterly status repotts to the
Board or its designee. The Board or its designee may require Respondent to undergo psychiatric
evaluations by a Board-appointed board certified psychiatrist, If, prior to the completion of
probation, Respondent is found to be mentally unfit to resume the practice of medicine without
restrictions, the Board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over Respondent’s license and the
period of probation shall be extended until the Board determines that Respondent is mentally fit
to resume the practice of medicine without restrictions.

Respondent shall pay the cost of all psychotherapy and psychiatric evaluations.

g MEDICAL_,EVALUATION AND TREATMENT-Coudition Precedent, Respondent
shall not engage in the practice of medicine until notified in writing by the Board or its designee
of its determination that Respondent is medically fit to practice safely.

Within 30 calendar days of the effective date of this Decision, and on a periodic basis
thereafter as may be required by the Board or its designee, Respondent shall undergo a medical
evaluation by a Board-appeinted physician who shall consider any information provided by the
Board or designee and any other information the evaluating physician deems relevant and shall
furnish a medical report to the Board or its designee. Respondent shall provide the evaluating
physician any information and docurentation that the ovaluating physician may deem .pcrtinent.

Following the evaluation, Rc;spondent shall comply with all restrictions or conditions
recommended by the evaluating physician Mlhin 15 calendar days after being notified by the
Board or its designee. 1f Respondent is required by the Bouard or its designee lo undergo medical
trcatment, Respondent shall within 30 calendar days of the requirement notice, submit to the
Board or its designee for prior approval the name and qualifications of a California licensed
{reating physician of Respondent’s choice. Upon approval of the treating physician, Respondent
shal] within 15 calendar days undertake medical treatment and shall continue such treatment uatil
further notice from the Board or its designee.

The treating physician shall consider any information ptovided by the Board or its designee
or any other information the treating physician may deem pertinent prior to commencement of

treaiment. Respondent shall have the treating physician submit quarterly reports fo the Board or

12
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its designee indicating whether or not the Respondent is capable of practicing medicine safely.
Respondent shall provide the Board or its designee with any and all medical records pertaining to.
treatment, the Board or its designee deems necessary,

I, prior to the completion of probation, Respondent is found to be physically incapable of
resuming the practice of medicine without restrictions, the Board shall retain continuing
jurisdiction over Respondent's license and the period of probation shall be extended until the
Board determines that Respondent is physically capable of resuming the practice of medicine
without restrictions. Respondent shall pay the cost of the medical evaluation(s) and treatment,

9.  NOTICE OF EMPLOYER OR SUPERVISOR INFORMATION. Within seven (7)
days of the effective date of this Decision, Respondent shall provide to the Board the names,
physical addresses, mailing addresses, and telephone numbers of any and all employers and
supetvisors. Respondent shall also provide specific, written consent for the Board, Respondent’s
worksite monitor, and Respondent’s employers and supervisors to communicate regarding
Respondent’s work status, perforimance, and monitoring,

For purposes of this scetion, “supervisors™ shall include the Chief of Staff and Health or
Well Being Committec Chair, or equivalent, if applicable, when the Respondent has medical stafT
privileges.

10. WORKSITE MONITOR. Wilhin thirty (30) calendar days of the effective date of

this Decision, Respondent shall submit to the Board or its designee for prior approval as a
worksite monitor, the name and qualifications of one or more licensed physician and surgeon,
other licensed health care professional i no physician and surgeon is available, or, as approved by
the Board or its designec, a person in a position of authority who is capable of monitoring the

Respondent at work.

The worksite monitor shall not have a current or former financial, personal, or familial
relationship with Respondent, or any other rclaliohship that could reasonably be expected to
compromise the ability of the fnonitor to render impartial and unbiased reports to the Board or it

designee. I it is impractical for anyone but Respondent’s employer to serve as the worksite

monitor, this requirement may be waived by the Board or its designee, however, under no
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cifcumstances shall Respondent’s worksite monitor be an employee or supervisee of the licensee,

The worksite monitor shall have an active unrestricted license with no disciplinary action
wiﬂmin the last five (5) years, and shall sign an affirmation that he or she has reviewed the terms
and conditions of Respondent’s disciplinary order and agrees to monitor Respondent as set forth
by the Board ot its designee.

Reépundent shall pay all worksite monitoring costs.

The worksite monitor shall have face-to-face contact with Respondent in the work
environment on as frequent a basis as determined by the Board or i-ts designee, but not less than
once per week; interview other staft in the office regarding Respondent’s behavior, if requested
by the Board or its designee; and review Respondent’s work attendance. _

The worksite monitor shall verbally report any suspected substance abuse to the Board and
Respondent’s employer or supervisor within one (1) business day of occurrence. If the suspected
substance abuse does not occur during the Board's normal business hours, the verbal report shall
be made to the Board or its designee within one (1) hour of the next business day, A written
report that includes the date, time, and location of the suspecied abuse; Respondent’s actions; and
any other information deemed important by the worksite monitor shall be submitted to the Board
or its designee within 48 hours of the occurrence,

The worksite monjtor shall complete and submit a written report monthly or as directed by
the Board or its designee which shall include the following: (1) Respondent’s name and
Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate numbgr; (2) the worksite monitor’s name and signature; (3)
the worksite monitor's license number, if applicable; (4} the location or location(s) of the
worksite; (5} the dates Respondent had face-to-face contact with the worksite monitor; (6) the
names of worksite staff interviewed, if épp]icablc; (7) a report of Respondent’s work attendance;

(8) any change in Respondent’s behavior and/or personal habits; and (9) any indicators that can

lead to suspected substance abuse by Respondent, Respondent shall complete any required
consent forms and exscute agreements with the approved worksite monitor and the Board, or its
designee, authorizing the Board, or its designee, and worksite monitor to exchange information,

if the worksite monitor resigns or is no longer available, Respondent shall, within five (5)

14
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calendar days of such resignation or unavailability, submit to the Board or its designee, for prior -
approval, the name and qualifications of a replacement monitor who will be assuming that
responsibility within fifieen (15) calendar days. If Respondent fails to obtain approval of a
replacement monitor within sixty (60) calendar days of the resignation or unavailability of the
monitor, Respondent shall receive a notification from the Board or ils designee to cease the
practice of medicine within three (3) calendar days after being so notified. Respondent shall
cease the practice of medicine until a replacement monitor is approved and assumes monitoring

responsibility.

{1. NOTIFICATION. Within seven (7) days of the effective date of this Decision, the
Respondent shall provide a true copy of this Decision and Accusation and Petition to Revoke
Probation to the Chief of Stﬁff‘ or the Chief Executive Officer at every hospital where privileges
or membership are extended to Respondent, at any other facility where Respondent engages in the
practice of medicine, including all physician and locum tenens registries or other similar agencies,
and to the Chief Executive Officer at every insuratice carrier which extends malpractice insurance
coverage to Respondent. Rcs;‘;ondcnt shall submit proof of compliance to the Board or its
desi-gnee within 15 calendar days. _

This condition shall apply to any change(s) in hospitals, other facilities or insurance carrier,

12, SUPERVISION OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS. During probation, Respondent is

prokibited from supervising physician assistants,

s

13, OBEY ALL LLAWS. Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws, all rules

governing the practice of medicine ir California and remain in full compliance with any court

ordered criminal probation, payments, and other orders.

14. QUARTERLY DECLARATIONS. Respgndcnt shall submit quarterly declarations
under penalty of perjury on forms -providcd by the Board, stating whether there has been |
compliance with all the conditions of probation.

Respondent shall submit quartetly declarations not later than 10 calendar days after the end

of the preceding quarter.

1
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15, GENERAIL PROBATION REQUIREMENTS.

Compiiance with Probation Unit

Respondent shall compty with the Board’s probation unit and all terms and conditions of

this Decision,

Address Changes

Respondent shall, at all times, keep the Board informed of Rcsfaondent’s business and
residence addresses, email address (if available), and telephone number. Changes of such
addresses shall be immediately communicated in writing to the Board or its designee. Under no

circumstances shall a post office box serve as an address of record, except as allowed by Business

and Professions Code section 2021(b).

Place of Practice

Respondent shall not engage in the practice of medicine in Respondent’s or patient’s place
of residence, unless the patient resides in g bkﬂlc,d nursing facility or other similar licensed
facility.

License Renewal

Respondert shall maintain a current and renewed California physician’s and surgeon’s

license.

Travel or Residence Outside California

Respondent shall immediately inform the Board or its designee, in writing, of travel to any
areas outside the jurisdiction of California which lasts, or is contemplated to last, more than thirty
(30) calendar days.

In the event Respondent should Icave the State of California to reside or to practice
Respondent shalf notify the Board or its designee in writing 30 calendar days prior to the dates 6f

departure and return.

16.  INTERVIEW WITH THE BOARD QR ITS DESIGNEE. Respondent shall be

available in person upon request for interviews either at Respondent’s place of business or at the

probatlon unit office, with or without prior notice throughout the term of probahon

17. NON-PRACTICE WHILE ON PROBATION. Respondent shall notify the Board or

16
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its designee in writing within 15 calendar days of any periods of non-practice lasting more than
30 calendar days and within 15 calendar days of Respondent’s return to pracficc. Non-practice is
defined as any period of time Respondent is not practicing medicine in California as defined in
Business and Professions Code sections 2051 and 2052 for at least 40 hours in a calendar month
in direct patient care, clinical activity or teaching, or other activity as approved by the Board. All
time spent in an intensive training program which has been approved by the Board or ifs designee
shall not be considered non-practice. Practicing medicine in another state of the United States or
Federal jurisdiction while on probation with the medical licensing authority of that statc or
jurisdiction shall not be considered non-practice. A Board-ordered suspension of practice shall
not be considered as a period of non-practice.

In the event Respondent’s period of non-practice while on probation exceeds 18 calendar
months, Respondent shall successfully complete a clinical training program that meets the criteria
of Condition 18 of the current version of the Board’s “Manual of Model Discipl inary Orders and
Disciplinary Guidelines” prior to resuming the practice of medicine.

Respondent’s period of non-practice while on probation shall not exceed two (2) years.

Peri‘ods of non-practice will not apply to the reduction of the probationary term.

Periods of non-practice will relieve Respondent of the respensibility to comply with the
probationary terms and conditions with the exception of this condition and the following terms
ard conditions of probation: Obey All Laws; and General Probation Requirements,

18. COMPLETION OF PROBATION. Respondent shall comply with all financial

oblipations (e.g., restilution, probation costs) not later than 120 calendar days prior to the
completion of probation. Upon successful completion of probation, Respondent's certificate shall

be fully restored.

19. VIOLATION OF PROBATION, Failure to fully comply with any term or condition
of probation is a violation of probation.
A, If Respondent commits a major violation of probation as defined by section
1361.52, subdivision (a), of Title 16 of the California Code of Regulations, the Board shajl

take one or more of the following actions:

17
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revoke Respondent’s probation if she has violated any tenn or condition of probation, If

Respondent violates probation in any respect, the Board, after giving Respondent notice and the

(1) Issue an immediate cease-practice order and order Respondent to undergo a
clinical diagnostic evaluation to be conducted in accordance with section 1361.5,
subdivision (c)(1), of Title 16 of the California Code of Regulations, at Respondent;s
expense. The cease-practice order issued by the Board or its designee shall stale that
Respondent must test negative for at least a month of continuous biological fluid testing
before being allowed to resume practice. For purposes of the determining the length of
time a respondent must test negative while undergoing continuous biological fluid testing
following issuance of a cease-praclice order, a month is defined as thirty calendar (30)
days. Respondent may not resume the practice of medicine until not fied in writing by the
Board or its designee that he or she may do so.

(2) Increasc the frequency of biological fluid testing.

(3) Refer Respondent for further disciplinary action, such as suspension,
revocation, or other action as delermined by the Board or its designee.

B. If Respondent comumils a minor violation of probation as defined by scetion 1361.52,
subdivision (c), of Titie 16 of the California Code of Regulations, the Board shall take one
or more of the following actions:

(1) Issue a cease-practice order;

(2) Order practice limitations;

(3) Order or increase supervision of Respondent;

(4) Order increased documentation;

(5) Tssue a citation and finc, or a warning letler;

(6) Order Respondent to undergo a clinical diagnostic evaluation to be conducted
in accordance with section 1361 .5, subdivision (c)(1), of Title 16 of the California Code of

Regulations, at Respondent’s expense;
(7) Take any other action as determined by the Board or its designee,

C. Nothing in this Decision shall be considered a limilation on the Board's authority to

18
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epportunily {o be heard, may revoke probation and can;y out the diséip]inary order that was
stayed. Ifan Accusation, or Petition to Revoke Probation, or an Interim Suspension Order is filed
against- Respondent during probation, the Board shall have continuing jurisdiction until the matter
is final, and the period of probation shall be extended until the matter is final,

20.  LICENSE SURRENDER. Fellowing the effective date of this Decision, if
Respondent ccases practicing due to retircrﬁent or héalth reasons or is otherwise unable to satisfy
the terms and conditions of probation, Respondent may request 1o surrender his or her license,
The Board reserves the right to evaluate Respondent’s request and to exercise its discretion in
determining whether or not to grant the request, or to take any other action deemed apbropriate
and reasonable under the circumstances. Upon formal acceptance of the surrender, Respondent
shall within 15 calendar days deliver Respondent’s wallet and wall certificate to the Board or its
designee and Respondent shall no longer practice medicine. Respondent will ne longer be subject
to the terms and conditions of probation, If Respondent re-applies for a medical license, the
applica-tidn shall be treated as a petition for reinstatement of a revoked certificate,

21. PROBATION MONITORING COSTS. Respondent shall pay the costs associated

with probation monitoring cach and every year of probation, as designated by the Board, which
may be adjusted on an annual basis. Such costs shall be payable to the Medical Board of
California and delivered to the Board or its designee no later than January 3 [ of each calendar

year.

fif
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ACCEPTANCE

T have carefully read the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order and have fully
discussed it with my attorney, Theodore A, Cohen, Esq. T understand the stiputation and the
effect it will have on my Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate. T enter into this Stipulated
Settlement and Disciplinary Order voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to be

bound by the Decision and Order of the Medical Board of Californja,

DATED: 09_/¢".5//..f H__‘“ e cu/ﬁ{,(/k,n. \

- .
- SACHA COMDET\ M.D, T
Respondent

1 have read and fully discussed with Respondent Sacha Comden, M.D), the terms and
conditions and other matters contained in the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order,
[ approve its form and content, C7

) -
DATED ?A’; //J -
/ / odorc A. Cohen, Eeq
Attomey for Rcspondent

ENDORSEMENT

The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hercby respectfully

submitted for consideration by the Medical Board of California.
Dated: Q / 2 /2o : Respectfully submitted,

KAMALA D). HARRIS
Attorney General of California

’fM

DITH T. ALVARADO
upervising Deputy Attorney Gencral
Attorneys for Complainant

LAZ013610847
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FILED
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
SACRAMENTO Mstember 96 201y

KaMaLa D. HARRIS BY £rishs Vioon

Altorney General of California & . ANALYST

JUDITH T, ALVARADO

Supervising Deputy Allorney General

State Bar No. 155307

California Department of Justice
300 South Spring Street, Suite 1702
Los Angeles, Califoenia 900103
Telephone: (213) 576-7149
Facsimile: {213) 897-9395

Atiorneys Jor Complainant

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Inthe Matter of the Accusation and Petition to | Case Na. 800-2014-006073
Revoke Probation Apainst: :

SACHA SUSAN COMDEN, M.D.

. ACCUSATION AND PETITIONTO
2973 Harbor Boulevard, #244 REVOKE PROBATION
Costa Mesa, California 92626 :

Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate

No. A 112824,
Respondent,
Complainant alleges:
PARTIES
. Kimberly Kirchmeyer (Complainant) brings this Accusation and Petition lo Revoke

Probation solely in her oflicial capacity as the Executive Director of Lhe Medical Board of
California, Department of Consumer Aftaies,

2. Onoraboul June 14, 2010, the Mcdical Board of California issued Physician'.s and
Surgeon’s Certificate Number A 112824 to Sacha Susan Comden, M.D. (Respondent). The
Physician's and Surgeon’s Certificate was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the
charges bfoughl herein and will expire on February 29, 20186, unless renewed.

i
i
)

—————

Accusation and Petitien to Revoke Proba%n (SOG-ZOM-GO'GO]J) |
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3. Inthe Matter of the Application of Sacha Susan Comden, M.D., Case No. 20-2010-
206930, the Medical Board of California issued a Decision on June 8, 2010, effective Junc 15,
2010, in which Respondent was issued a tive year probationary Physician's and Surgeon's
Certificalc with certain terms and conditions, including Biological Fluid Testing, Abstention from
Controlled Substances, Abstention from the use of products or beverages containing alcohol, and
enrollment in an approved monitoring program. A copy of the 2010 Decision is attached as
Exhibit A and is incorporated by reference.

JURISDICTION

4, This Accusqtioﬁ and Petition to Revoke Probation is brought before the Medical
Board of California (Board), Department of Consumer A[fairs, under the authority of the
following laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise
irdicated.

5, Saclion 2004 ol the Code states:

"The board shall have the responsibility for the following:

"(a) The enforcemen! of the disciplinary and criminal provisions of the Medical Practice
Act.

“(b} The administration and heating ofdisciplina}y actions,

“(e) Carrying out disciplinary actions appropriate to findings made by a pancl of an
administrative law judge. '

"(d) Suspending, revoking, or otherwise limiting certificates alter the conclusion of
disciplinary actions.

"(e} Reviewing the quality of medical practice carried out by physician and surgeon
certificate holders under LI':c jurisdiction of (he board.

"(f) Approving undergraduate and graduate mcdical‘ education programs.

"(g) Approving clinical clerkship and special programs and hospitals for the programs in
subdivision (f). '

“(h) [ssuing licenscs and certificales urder the hoard's jurisdiction,

"(i) Administering the board's continuing medical education program,”

2
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I 6. Section 2227 of the Code provides thal a licensee who is found guilty under the

b

Muedical Practice Act may have his or her license revoked, suspended for a period nol to exceed

Lad

onc year, placed on probation and be required to pay the costs of probation monitoring, or such
4 || other action taken in relation to discipline as the board deems propet,
5 7. Section 2234 of the Code, slates:
"The board shall take action against any licensee who is charged with unprofessional
conduct, In addilion to other provisions of this article, unprofessional conduct includes, but is not

limited to, the following:

AN B e I =

"(a) Violating or attempliag to violate, directly or indirectly, assisting in or abetting the

10 || vielation of, or conspiring lo violate any provision of this chapter,

11 "(b) Gross negligence.

12 “(c) Repeated negligent acts. To be repeated, there must be two or more negiigent acts or
t3 |' omissions. An initial regligent act or omission foilowed by a separate and distinct departure from
(4 || the applicable standard of care shall constitulc repeated negligent acts.

15 "(1) An initial neglipent diagnosis followed by an act or omission medically appropriate

16 || for that negligent diagnosis of the paticnl shall constitute a single negligent act.

17 | "(2) When the standard of care requires a change in the diapgrosis, act, or omission that

18 ]| counstitutes the negligent act described in para;graph (1), including, but not limited to, a

9 || reevaluation of the dizpnosis or a change in treatrment, and the licensee's conduct departs from the.
20 || applicable standard of care, cach dcpﬁrlurc constitutes a scparale and distinet breach of the

21 |l standard of care.

22 "(d) Incompetence.

23 “(¢) The commission of any act invelving dishonesly or corruplion which is substantially
94 1 related 1o the gqualifications, functions, or dutics of a physician and surgeon.

25 |i "(f) Any action or conduct which would have warranted the denial of a certificate.

26 "(g) The practice of medicine from this state into another state or counlry without meeting
27 1| the ]cgal requiremenls of thal slate or country for the practice of medicine. Section 2314 shall not
28

3
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* the proposed registration program deseribed in Section 2052.5.

of his or her practitioner, bul in any case no longer than 72 hours.

apply to this subdivisioa. This subdivision shall become operative upon the implementation of

“(h) The repeated failure by a certificate holder, in the absence of good cause, to attend and
participate in an inierview scheduled by the mutual agreement of the certificate holder and the
board. This subdivisien shull only apply to a certificate holder who is the subject of an
irvestigation by the board.” |

8.  Section 2238 of the Code states:

AA violation ol any fcderal statute or federal regulation or any of the statutss or regutations
of this state regulating dargerous drugs or controlled subslances constitutes unprofessional
conducl.@

9. Scction 2242 of the Code states:

"(a) Prescribing, dispensing, or fumishing dangerous drugs as defined in Section 4022
without an appropriale prior examination and a medical indication, constitutes unprofessional
conduct.

“(b) No licensee shall be found to have commitied unprofessional conduct within the
meaning of this section if, at the time the drups were prescribed, dispensed, or furnished, any of
the following applies: |

"(1) The licensee was a designaled physician and surgeon or podiatrist serving in the
absence of the patient's physician and surgeon or podiatrist, as the case may be, ard if the drugs

were prescribed, dispensed, or furnished only as necessary te maintain the patient until the return

"(2) The licensee transmitted the order for the drugs to a registered nurse or to a licensed
vocational nurse in an inpatient facility, and if both of the following conditions exist:

“(A) The practitioner had consulted with the registered nursc or licensed vocational nurse
who had reviewed the patien('s records.

"(B) The practitioner was designated as the practitioner to serve in the absence of the
patient's physician and surgeon or podiatrist, as the case may be.

it

4
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| administering of drugs or treatment is guilly of a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of

"(3) The licensee was a designated practitioner serving in the abserce of the patient's
physician and surgeor or podiatrist, as the case may be, and was in possession of or had utilized
the patient's records and ordered the renewal of a medically indicated preseription for an amount
not exceeding the original prescription in strength or amount or for more than one refill,

“(4) The licensec was acting in accordance with Scction 120582 of the Health and Safety
Code." |

10.  Scction 2266 of the Code stales: AThe failure of a physician and surgeon to maintain
adequate and accurate records relating to the provision of services to their palients constitutes
unprofessional conduct.@

Il. Business and Protessions Code section 725 provides:

“(a) Repeated acts of clearly excessive prescribing, furnishing, dispensing, or administering
of drugs or trcatment, repealed acts of clearly excessive use ol'diaénostic procedures, or repeated
acts of clearly excessive use of diagnostic or treatment facilities as determined by the standard of
the community of licensees is unprofessional conduct for a physician and surgeon, dentist,
podiatrist, psychologist, physical therapist, chiropractor, oplometrisy, speech-language
pélhologist. or audiologist.

“(b) Any person who engages in repeated acts of clearly excessive preseribing or

not less than one hu_ndrcd dollars (3100) nor more than six hundred dofars ($600),70r by
imprisonment for a term of not less thaa 66 days nor more than 180 days, or by both that fine and
imprisonment. 7

“(c) A practitioner who has a medical basis for prescribing, furnishing, dispensing, or
administering dangerous drugs or preseription conlrolled substances shall not be subject to
disciplinary action or prosceution under this scction,

“(d) No physician and surgeon shall be subject to disciplinary action pursuant to this section
for treating intractable pain in compliance with Section 2241.5.”
m
i
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FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Gross Negligence)

12, Respondent is subject ta disciplinary action under section 2234, subdivision (b), of
the Code, in that she wrongfully prescribed scheduled medications to S.G., A.M. and J.M.! The
circurnstances are as follows: -

13, Between 2010 and May 31, 2013, Respondent worked at Harbor-UCLA Medical

Center as a hospitalist. As a hospitalist at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, Respondent was

" permitted to wrile prescriptions on the *Los Angeles County Department of Health Services

Coastal Cluster” pre-printed prescription forms that bore Respondent’s name. Such prescriptions
were 10 be written only for patients of Harbor-UCLA Medical Center who were provided medical
care/services by Respondent. Afier May 31, 2013, when Respondent terminated hér employment
with [Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, she was ne lonper permitled to use the “Los Angeles County
Department of Hcalth Services Coastal Cluster” pre-printed prescription forms to wrile
prescriptions.

5.G.

14,  Between June 26, 2012, and November 4, 2012, Respondent wrole ﬁ\._rc prescriptions
for §.G. S.G. was a nurse praclitio-ner at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center and a co-worker of
Respordent. There was na reason for Respondent to provide medical care and treatment to S.G.
ot for Respondent Lo write prescriptions for $.G.

15.  Respendent wrote prescriptions for Acetaminopher. with Cadeine;’ Zolpidem;’ ;‘l[]d :
Clonazepam,” for 8.G. without medical indication.

AN,
16. Between August 19, 201, and August 1, 2013, Respondent wrote twenty-¢ight

prescriptions for A.M. A.M. was never a palient at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center. Respondent

ndividuals are referred to by initial to preserve privacy.

- 2 An opiate narcolic analgesic; a Schedule 111 controlled substance.
3 Ambien, a benzodiazepine; ¢ Schedule IV controlled substance.
g Klonopin, a benzodiazepine; a Schedule IV controlled substance.

6
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did not provide any medical care or lreatment to A M. al Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, therefore
there was no clinical indication for her to wrile any preseriplion for A.M.

17.  Respondent wrote prescriptions for Hydrocodone with Acetaminophen;’® Oxycodonc;’
Clonazepam; and Zolpidem for A.M, without medical indication.
J. ML

18.  Between May 13, 2011, and August 1, 2013, Respondent wrote sixty-three
prescriptions for J.M. J.M. was never a patient at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, Respondent
did not provide any medical care or treatment 10 J.M. at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, therefore
there was no clinical indication for her write any prescription for J.M,

19. Respondent wrote prescriptions for Hydromorphone;” Endocet;® Hydrocodone and
Bitartrate and Acetaminophen; Luracham;g Oxycodone; Acetaminophen and Codeine;
Clonazeparn; and Zolpidem for J.M., without medical indication. |

"SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Repeated Negligent Acts)
20, Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2234, subdivision (c), of

the Code, in that she wrongfully prescribed scheduted medications to 5.G., A.M, and J.M. The

‘circurnstances are as follows:

21. The allegations of the First Cause for Discipline are incorporated herein by reference
as if fully set forth,

THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Prescribing Without Medieal Indication)
22.  Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2242 of the Code in that

she preseribed controlled substaﬁces and other dangerous drugs to $.G., A.M,, and J.M, without

J Norco an opiate narcolic dnalp,emc a Schedule 1T controlled substance.
A semi-synthetic opioid narcotic analgesic; a Schedule Ii controlled substance.
Dlldudld an opiate narcotic anulgesic; a Schedule 11 controlied substance.
Oxvcodonu and Acetaminophen.
¥ Ativan, a benzodiazepine; a Schedule IV controlled substance.

7
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performing a physical examination or determining a medical indication, The circumstances are as

follows:
23, ‘The allegations of lhe First Cause for Discipline arc incorporated herein by reference
as if fully set forth. _
¥OURTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Excessive Prescribing)
24, Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 725 of the Code in that she
wrote clearly excessive prescriptions for S.G., A M., and J M. The circumstances are as follows:

25.  The allegations of the First Cause for Discipline arc incorporazed herein by reference

as if fully set forth,

! FIFTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

‘ (Violation of Drug Statutes)

26, Respondertis subject.m disciplinary action under section 2238 of the Code, in
conjunction with sections 2242 and 725, in that she violated drug statutes when she wrongfully
prescribed Scheduled Controlled Substances 10 §.G., AM., and J.M. The circumstances arc as
follows:

27.  The allegations of the First Cause for Discipline are incorporated herein by reference
as if fully set forth,

SIXTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Failure to Maintain Adcduatc and Accurate lﬁédicnl Recards)

28. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2266 61‘ the Code in that
she failed to prepare and maintain adequate and accurale records pertaining to her preseriptions of
Scheduled Controlled Substances lo 8.G., A.M., and J.M. The circumstances arc as follows;

29.  The allegations of Ihe First Causc for Discipline are incorporated herein by refercnce
aé. if fully set forth.

7
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' is a violation of prabation. A certified copy of any laboratory test may be received in evidence in

| frame for submitting to, or failure to complete the required biological fluid testing, is a violation

; of probation.”

FIRST CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION

(Failure to Comply: Biological Fluid Testing)
30. Condition (2) of the June 8, 2010, Decision and Order states:

*Applicant shall immediately submit to biological fluid testing, at applicant’s
expense, upon request of the Board or its designee. Prior to practicing medicine, applicant shall,
at applicant’s expense, contract with a laboratory service-approved in advance by the Board or its
designee-that wifl conduct random, unannounced, vbserved, urine testing a minimum'ol'fm-lr
times ¢ach month. The contract shall require results of the urine tests to be transmitted by the
laboratory or service directly to the Board or its designee within four hours of the results

becomirg available. Failure to maintain this laboratory or service during the period of probation

any procecdings between the Board and applicant. Failure to submit to or compfy with the time

31. Respoadent’s probalion is subject to revocation because she failed to .comply with
Condition (2) of the Junc 8, 2010, Decision, referenced above, The facts and circumstances
regarding this vtolation are as Tollows:

32, Respondent missed biological fluid testing on the following dates: January 23, 201 3;
May 5, 2013; May 16, 2013; May 23, 2013; June 18, 2013; June 19, 2013; June 20,2013; July
25,2013; July 26, 2013; July 29, 2013; August 15, 2013; August 22, 2013; August 27, 2013,
September 12, 2013; October 7, 2013; October 8, 2013; October 31, 2013, November 5, 2013,

November 13, 2013; November 18, 2013; November 19, 2013; November 21, 2013; Deccmber
10, 2013: December 13, 2013; December 18, 2013, and December 30, 2013, Respondent has not

submitted herself for biological testing in 2014,

33.  The majority of the biological fluid tests that Respondent did complete were not
observed tests.

34, Respondent violated her probation by failing to undergo the required, observed

biological fluid testing.

9
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' that further freatment and rehabilitation are no longer necessary. Such a determination shall not

SECOND CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION

(Failure to Participate in an Approved Monitoring Program (PAG))
35.  Condition {3) of the June 8, 2010, Decision and Order states:

“Applicart shall continue enroliment and participation in an approved monitoring
program, such as the California Physicians Health Group. Within ten days of the efTective date,
applicant skall provide the Board with a copy of the monitoring contract and shall execute a
release authorizing the Board to receive reports of the applicant’s compliance with the specified
ternis and conditions, including the results ot biofogical fiuid testing, Applicant shall participate
in that moniloring program at least for l'.'urc period of probation.

“The manitoring program shall notily the Board in writing within 3 calcndl,ar days
afer apolicant is notified by the monitoring program of a determination that further treatment and
rchabilitation are necessary. The Board shalt retain continuing jurisdiction over applicant™s

license and the period of probation shall be extended until the menitoring program determines

be made without the applicant first having successfully completed an independent evalualion.
The applicant shall provide the evatuation to the Board not less than 30 days prior to termination
from the program. If the monitoring program determines the applicant is not safc to practice
medicine, the menitoring program shall notify both the applicant and the Board within 24 hours
of its determination. The applicant shall cease the practice of medicine and shall not cngage in
the practice of medicine Llntil notified in writing by the Board or its designee that applicant may

resume the practice of medicine. Failure lo cooperate or comply with the monitoring program

requirements and recommendations, quitting the program without permission, or being expelled

for cause i5 a violation of probation.™

36. - Respondent’s probation is subject to revocation because she failed to comply with
Cordition (3) of the June &, 2010, Dccision, referenced above, The faets and circumstances
regarding this viol.z_uinn are as follows:
H
"
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37, Respondent has not been in compliance with Condition 3, PAG since the third quarter
of 2013, by failing to maintain enollment and participation in an approved monitoring program,

and as such, has violated probation.

THIRD CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION

(Abstain from the Personal Use of Controlled Substances)

38. Condition (5} of the June 8, 2010, Dectsion and Order states:

“Applicant shall abstain completely from the personal usc or poséession of controlled
substances as defined in the California Unitorm Contrelled Substances Act, dangerous drugs as
delined by Business and Professioas Code section 4022, and any drugs requiring a prcscription.
This prohibition does not apply to medications lawfully prescribed to applicant by another
practitioner for a bona fide illness or condition.

| “Within filleen (15) calendar days oFrcceiviﬁg any lawtul prescription medications,
applicant shall notily the Board or its dusignee of the: issuing practitioner’s name, address and
telephore number‘, medication name and strength; and issuing pharmacy name, address and
telephone number.” |

19, Condition (15) of the June 8, 2010, Decision and Order states:

“Failure to [ully comply with any term or condition of probation is a violation of
probation.”

40. Respondent’s probation is subject to revocation because she failed to comply with
Condition (5) of the June 8, 2010, Decision, relerenced above. The [acts and circumstances
regarding this violation are as follows:

41, The biological fluid test results for the June 5, 2013, s'amp;le collection tested positive

for clonazepam, hydrocodone, hydromerphone, oxymorphone and oxycodene.

42, Respondent violated her probation by the personal use of controlled substances as

indicated from the posilive biologicél fluid test of June 5, 2013.

FOQURTH CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION
(Obey all Laws)

43, Condition (8) ol the june 8, 2010, Decision and Order states:

11
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*Applicant shall obey all federal, state and local laws, and all rules governing the
practice of medicine in California.”
44,  Condition (153)ol the June 8, 201¢, Decision ard Order states:
“Failurc to tully comply with any terrﬁ or condition of probation is a violation of
probation.” |
45. Respondent’s probation is subject to revocation because she failed to comply with
Condition (8) of the June 8, 2010, Decision, rcl‘cn:nccd above. The facts and circumstances
| regarding this violation are as follows:
46. The allegations of the First through Sixth Causes for Discipline are i:1c§rporaled
herein by reference as if fully set forth.
47. Respondent violated probaﬁon in that she violated the Medical Practice Act, as more.
fully set forth in the First, Sccond, Third, Fifth, and Sixth Causcs for Discipline and when she
violated Code section 723, as more fully set forth in the Fourth Cause for Discipline,

FIFTH CAUSE TO REVOKF, PROBATION

(Failure to Submit Quarterly Declarations)
48,  Condition (9} of the Jure 8, 2010, Pecision and Order stales:
“Applicant shall submit quarterly declarations under penalty of perjury on forms
. provided by the Board, stating whether there has been compliance with all conditions of |

probatior. Applicanl shall subrmit quarterly declarations not later than ten (10) calendar days aﬁcr

the end of the preceding quarter.”

49,  Condition (15) of the June 8, 2010, Decision and Order statcs;

7 “Failure to fully comply with any term or condition of probation is a violation of
probation.” ‘

50, Respondent's probation is subject to revocation because she failed to comply with
Condition (9) of the June 8,2010, Decision, relerenced above. The facts and circumstances
regarding this violation are as follows:

51 Rcsbondcnt has not been in compliance with Condition 9, submission of quarterly

declarations, since the third quarter of 2013, and as such, has violated probation. |

12
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. times, keep the Board informed of applicant’s business and residence addresses. Changes of such

SIXTII CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION

(Failure tv Comply with the Probation Unit)
52.  Condition (F0) of the June 8, 2010, Decision and Order states:

“Applicant shall comply wilh the Board's probation unit. Applicant shall, at all

addresses shall be immedialely commuricated in writing to the Board or its designee. Under no
ci’fcumstanccs shatl a post office box serve as an address of record, except as allowed by Business
and Professions Code Section 2021(b).

*Applicant shall not engage in the practice of medicine in applicant's place of
residenice. Applicant shall maintain a current and renewed Californta physician’s and surgeon’s
probationary license. '

“Applicant shall immediately inform the Board ot its designee, in writing, of travel to
any areas vulside the jurisdiction of California which lasts, or is contemplated to [ast, more than
thirty (30) calendar days.™ |

53.  Condition (15} of the June 8, 2010, Decision and Order stales:

“Failure o fully comply with any lerm or condition of probation is a vielation of
probation.”

54. Respondent's probation s subject to revocation because she failed to comply with
Condition (10) of the June 8, 2010, Decision, referenced above. The facts and circumstances
regarding this violation are as follows:

55, Respohdcnt nas not besn in compliance with Condition 10, since Junc 2013, because
she has lailed to respond Lo repealed requests for her new business address, and as such, has
violated probation. |

SEVENTH CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION

(Failure (o Present for Interview with the Board or its Designee)
'56.  Condition (11) of the June 8,200, Decision and Order states:
1" |
i
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i because she has failed to respond to repeated requests to meet with her probation monitor, and as

“Applicant shall be available in person for interviews .eilher al applicant’s place of
business or at the probation unit office, with the Board or its designee upon request at various
intervals and either with or without prior notice throughout the term of probation.”

57. Condition (15) of the June §, 2010, Decision and Order states:

“Failure o lully comply with any term or con&ition of probation is a violation of
probation,”

58. Respondent’s probation is subject to revocation beeause she failed to comply with
Condition (11) of the June 8, 2010, Decision, referenced above, The (acts and circumstances
régarcling this violation are as foliows:

59.  Respondent has not been in compliance with Condition 11, since July 23, 2013,

such, has violated probation,

EIGHTH CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION

(Failure to Pay Costs of Probation Menitoring)
60.  Condition (16} of the June 8, 2010, Decision and Order states:
“Applicant shali pay all costs of associated with probaﬁon monitoring each and every
year of probation, as designated by the Beard, which may be adjusted on an annual basis,
“Such cosls shall be payable to the Medical Board of California and delivered to the
Board or its designee no later than January 31 of each calendar year. Failure to pay costs within
thirty {30) calendar days of the duc date is a violation of probation.”
61. Respondent's probation is subject to tevocation because she failed to comply with
Condition (16) of the June 8, 2010, Decision, referenced above. The facts and circumstances

regarding this viclation are as foilow's—; |

62. Respondent has not been in compliance with Condition 16, since the third quarter of
2013, because she has failed to timely pay all costs associated with probation monitoring, and-as
such, has violated probation.
i
i

4

e

Accusalion and Pet-ition to Rev;}-l-(é -Probutiun (800-2014-006033)7



PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, the Medical Board of California issue a decision:

. Revoking the probationary license that was granted by the Mcdical Board of
California in Case No. 20-2010-206930 to Sacha Susan Cmﬁden, M.D,;

2, Revoking or suspending Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate Number A 112824,
issued to Sacha Susan Comden, M,D.;

3. Revoking, suspending or denying approval of Sacha Susan Co:ﬁdcn, M.D.'s authority
to supervise physician assistants, pursuant to section 3527 of the Code;

4. Ordering Sacha Susan Comden, M.D. 10 pay the Medical BoardrofCa-lifornia, if
placed on probation, the costs of probation monitoring; and

5. . Taking such other and further action as deemed necesgary and proper.
, ]

" DATED: November 26, 2014 ‘,'L.‘;L't-,“{,{ﬂ; ﬂblx{/‘um/

KIMBERLY KI CHMEYER’}}‘
Executive Direglor

Medical Board of California
Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California

Complainant

LAZ013610847
61410385.doc
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Exhibit A

Decision and Order

Medical Board of California Case No. 20-2010-206930
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BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of; File No, 20-2010-206930

SACHA SUSAN COMDEN

Applicant,

DECISION AND ORDER

The attached Stipulation for a Probationary License is hereby accepted and adopted as the
Decision and Order by the Medical Board of California; Department of Consumer Affairs, State of
California. '

This Decision shall become effective al 5:00 p.m. on June 15, 2010, and the License will
be issusd and probation will commence only upon applicants completion of any remaining

requirements for licensure.

ORDERED June 8, 2018

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

By: M W
Shelton Duruisseau, Ph.D., Chair
Panel A
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BEFORE THE

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of ) Case No.

) 20-2010-206930
SACHA SUSAN COMDEN ) STIPULATION FOR A

) PROBATIONARY LICENSE
For a Physician's and Surgeon's ) ' '
License )

)

1) Sacha Susan Comden, applicant for a physician's and surgeon's license
{hereinafter “applicant”), and Deborah Pellegrini, Chief of the Licensing Program of the
Medical Board of California, hereby stipulate as follows:

2) The applicant'has satisfactorily met all of the requirements for medical licensure in
Californta. She is not licensed to practice medicine in any state.

- 3) In March 2009, the applicant submitted an application for physician’s and surgeon’s

licensure in the state of California. In response to Questions #14, 18 and 19 on the
application relative to postgraduate training and substance addiction diagnosis and
treatment, the applicant responded in the affirmative. The appiicant has sustained a
documented period of recovery and rehabllitation from his condition.

4) Section 480 (a) of the Business and Professions Code states that a beard may
geny a license on the grounds that the applicant has one of the following: (a)(3) done any
act which if done by a licentiate of the business or profession in question, would be
grounds for suspension or revecation of license. Sections 2234 and 2239 states that the
Board may take action for unprofessional conduct, including conduct related to excassive
use of alcohol and/or drugs. The abaove support a conclusion that grounds exist pursuant
to Sections 480(a)(3), 2234 and 2239 of the Business and Professions Code to deny her
application far a license.

5) Under Section 2221 of the Business and Professions Code, the Medical Board of
California (Board) may deny a license to an appiicant because of unprofessional conduct,
Alternatively, the Board has the discretionary authority to issue a probationary license with
terms and conditions.

6)  The applicant acknowledges she has a right to request a Statement of Issues and a
hearing upon denial of license for cause. Applicant waives notice of hearing and judicial
review in favor of this Stipulation for a Probationary License, which is subject to approval
by the Board. If not approved, this Stipulation is null and void and may not be used for
any purpose.
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7) This Stipulation for a Probationary License shall be subject to approval by the
Medical Board of California.  Applicant understands and agrees that counse! for the staff
of the Medical Board of California may communicate diractly with the Board regarding this
proposed Stipulation, without notice to or participation by applicant or his counsel. By
signing the Stipulation, applicant understands and agrees that she may not withdraw her
agreement or seek to rescind the Stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts
upon it. If the Board fails to adopt this Stipulation, the offer of a Stipulation for a
Probationary License shall be of no force ar effect; except for this paragraph, it shall be
inadmissible in any legal action between the partias, and the Board shall not be
disqualified from further action by having considered this matter.

The staff recommends to the Board that a Probationary License be issued as
follows;
ORDER

IT 1S ORDERED THAT SACHA SUSAN COMDEN, applicant, be issued a
physician’s and surgean's license on a probationary basis, subject to the following terms
and conditions:

1) Applicant is placed on probation for a period of five years. Probation shall begin on
the date the applicant is issued a probationary license,

2} Applicant shall immediately submit to biological fluid testing, at applicant's expense,
upon raquest of the Board or its designee. Prior to practicing medicine, applicant shall, at
applicant's expense, contract with a laboratory service-approved in advance by the Board
or its designee-that will conduct random, unannounced, observed, urine testing a
minimum of four times each month. The contract shall require results of the urine tests to
he transmitted by the labeoratory or secvice direcily to the Board or its designee within four
hours of the results becoming avallable. Failure to maintain this laboratory or service
during the period of probation is a violation of probation. A cedified copy of any laboratory
test may be received in evidence in any proceedings between the Board and applicant.
Failure 1o submit to or comply with the time frame for submitting to, or failure to complete
the required biclogical fluid testing, is a violation of probation.

3) Applicant shall continue enrallment and participation In an approved maonitoring
program, such as the California Physicians Health Group. Within ten days of the effective
date, applicant shal| provide the Board with a copy of the monitoring contract and shali
execute a release authorizing the Board to receive reports of the applicant's compliance
with the spegified terms and conditions, including the results of biclagical fluid testing.
Applicant shall participate in that monitoring program at least for the period of probation.

The monitoring program shall notify the Board in writing within 5 calendar days after
applicant is notified by the monitoring program of a determination that further treatment
and rehabillitation are necessary. The Board shalt retain continuing jurisdiction over
applicant’s license and the period of probation shall be extended until the monitoring
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program determines that further treatment and rehabllitation are no longer necessary.
Such a determination shall not be made without the applicant first having successfully
completad an independent evaluation, The applicant shall provide the evaluation to the
Board not less than 30 days prior to termination from the program. If the monitoring
program determines the applicant is not safe o practice medicine, the monitoring program
shall notify both the applicant and the Board within 24 hours of its determination. The
applicant shail cease the practice of medicine and shall not engage in the practice of
medicine until notified in writing by the Board or its designee that appiicant may resume
the practice of medicine. Failure to cooperate or comply with the monitoring program
requirements and recommendations, quitting the program without permission, or being
expelled for cause is a violation of probation.

4)  Applicant shall abstain completely from the use of products or beverages containing
alcohol.

5y Applicant shall abstain completely from the personal use or possession of
controlled substances as defined in the California Uniform Controlied Substances Act,
dangerous drugs as defined by Business and Profassions Code section 4022, and any
drugs requiring a prescription. This prohibition does not apply to medications lawfully
prescribed to applicant by another practitioner for a bona fide lliness or condition.

Within fifteen (15) calendar days of receiving any lawful prescription medications,
applicant shall notify the Board or its designee of the: issuing practitioner's name, address
and telephone number; medication name and strength; and issuing pharmacy name,
address and telephone number.

8)  Prior to engaging in the practice of medicine the applicant shall provide a true copy
of the Stipulation to the Chief of Staff or the Chief Executive Officer at every hospital
where privileges or membership are extended to applicant, at any other facility where
applicant engages in the practice of medicine, including all physician and locum tenens
registries or other similar agencies, and to the Chief Executive Officer at avery insurance
carrier which extends malpractice insurance coverage to applicant, Applicant shall submit
proof of compliance to the Board or its designee within fifteen (15) calendar days.,

7) During probation, applicant is prohibited from supervising physician assistants.

8)  Applicant shall obey all federal, state and local laws, and all rules governing the
practice of medicine in California.

9)  Applicant shall submit quarterly declarations under penalty of perjury on forms
provided by the Board, stating whether there has been compliance with afl conditions of
probation. Applicant shall submit quarterly declarations not later than ten {10) calendar
days after the end of the preceding quarter,

10)  Applicant shall comply with the Board's probation unit. Applicant shall, at all times,
keep the Board informed of applicant's business and residence addresses, Changes of

AGGEZ
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such addresses shall be immediately communicated in writing to the Board or its
designee. Under no circumstances shall a post office box serve as an address of record,
except as allowed by Business and Professions Code Section 2021(b).

Applicant shall not engage in the practice of medicine in applicant's place of
residence. Applicant shall maintain a current and renewed California physician's and
surgeon's probationary license. '

Applicant shall immediately inform the Board or its designee, In writing, of travel to
any areas outside the jurisdiction of California which lasts, or is contemplated to last, more
than thirty {(30) calendar days.

11)  Applicant shall be available in person for interviews either at applicant's place of
business or at the probation unit office, with the Board or its designee upon requaest at
various intervals and either with or without prior notice throughout the term of probation,

12) In the event applicant should leave the State of California to reside or to practice
applicant shall notify the Board or its designee tn writing thirty (30) calendar days prior {o
the dates of departure and return. Non—practice Is defined as any period of time
exceeding thirty (30) calendar days in which applicant is not engaging in any activities
defined in Sections 2051 and 2052 of the Business and Professions Code,

All time spent in an intensive training program outside the State of California which
has been approved by the Board or its designee shall be considered as time spent in the
practice of medicine within the State. A Board-order suspension of practice shall not be
considered as a period of non-practice. Periods of temporary or permanent residence or
practice outside California will not apply to the reduction of the probationary term. Periods
of temporary or permanent residence or practice outside California will relieve applicant of
the responsibility to comply with the probationary terms and conditions with the exception
of this condition and the following terms and conditions of probation: Obey All Laws
(condition #8) and Probation Unit Compiiarice (condition #10).

13)  In the event applicant resides in the State of California and for any reasan applicant
stops practicing medicine in Califomnia, applicant shall notify the Board or its designee in
writing within thirty (30) calendar days prior to the dates of non-practice and return to
practice. Any period of non-practice within California, as defined In this condition, will not
apply to the reduction of the probationary tenm and does not relieve applicant of the
responsibifity to comply with the terms and conditions of probation. Non-practice is
defined as any period of time exceeding thirty calendar days in which applicant is not
engaging in any activities defined in Sections 2051 and 2052 of the Business and
Professions Code.

All ime spent in an Intensive training program that has been approved by the Board
ot its designee shall be considered time spent in the practice of medicine. For purposes
of this condition, non-practice due to a Board-ordered suspension or in compliance with
any other condition of probation, shall not be considered a period of non-practice.

T AGDE3
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14)  The Medical Hoanf of Callfornla mserves the right in avakuate the applicant's
probationary higtory af or near the and of the probationary period and to extrcis itg
discration whether to grant a cloar fcensa without conditions, ¢r to take any other acfion
deemad appropriate and reasonable undar the sireumstances, :

15)  Failure to fully comply with any term or condltion of probation fs a vinlalion of
probation. If applicant violales probation in any respect, the Board, after giving applicant
natice and the cpportunily to be hewrd, may revoke prabatian and terminate the
probationary licanes, i an Accusation ar Petition to Revoke Probation is Bled againat the
appficant during probation, tha Board or s designea shalt have contiming Juriediction unti
the matter ia final, and the period of prabation shall be sdanded untit the matier is final.

18)  Applicant shall pay all costs aasociated with prohation monftoring each and avery
vear of prubation, as designated by tha Board, which may be adjusted on an annual basls.

Such costa ghall ba paysble to the Medical Board of Califomla and delivarsd to tha Board
ot iln daslgnes ne later than January 31 of sach calendar year, Fallura fo pay coats within
thirty (30) calsndar days of the due dals I » violatian of probation. ‘

17)  Applicant shall comply with aff financlal obligations nat later than 120 calendsr deys
prior to tha complation of probation. Upsn successful complation of probation, appticant
gtali bo issund a full and unrestiicied licangg and appllcant shall hiave fulfilied all torma
and conditions of probatiocn.

Applidant agrees to comply with tha torme and conditions of Iiia above Crder,

el Y o
Sachir SuEan Camdan, Appiicant Date .
m c‘“'ﬂ:}‘\mc (s S8 l Lo
Beoarah Pallegnini, Cief of Lisanging Bate
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Decision and Order

Medical Board of Californis Case Nb. 800-2016-02119¢6
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BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Application of; ) File No. 20-2010-206930

)
)
)
SACHA SUSAN COMDEN )
)
)
)
)
Applicant. }
)

DECISION AND ORDER

The attached Stipulation for a Probationary License is hereby accepted and adopted as the
Decision and Order by the Medical Board of California, Depariment of Consumer Affairs, State of
California.

This Decision shall become cffective at 5:00 p.m. on June 15, 2010, and the license will
be issued and probation will commence only upon applicants completion of any remaining
requirements for licensure. '

ORDERED Junc 8,2010

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

. Aol Quriissocon
Shelton Duruisseau, Ph.D., Chair
Panel A
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BEFORE THE

MEDICAL BOARD QF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Application of: } Case No. -
) 20-2010-206930
SACHA SUSAN COMDEN ] STIPULATION FOR A
_ ) PROBATIONARY LICENSE

For a Physician’s and Surgeon's )
License )

)

1) Sacha Susan Comden, applicant for a physician's and surgeon’s ficense
(hereinafter “applicant”), and Debcerah Pellegrini, Chief of the Licensing Pragram of the
Medical Board cf California, hareby stipulate as follows:

2} The applicant has satisfactorily met all of the requirements for medical ficensure in
California. She is not licensed to practice medicine in any state.

3) In March 2008, the applicant submitted an application for physician's and surgeon’s
licensure in the state of California. In response to Questions #14, 18 and 138 on the
application relative to postgraduate training and substance addiction diagnosis and
treatment, the applicant responded in the affirmative. The applicant has sustained a
documented perlod of recavery and rehabilitation from his condition.

4) Section 480 (a) of the Business and Professions Code states that a board may
deny a license on the grounds that the applicant has one of the following: (a)(3) done any
act which if done by a licentiate of the business or profession in question, would be
grounds far suspension or revocation of license. Sections 2234 and 2239 states that the
Board may take action for unprofessional conduct, including conduct related to excessive
use of alcohol and/or drugs. The above support a conclusion that grounds exist pursuant
{o Sections 480(a)(3), 2234 and 2239 of the Business and Professlons Code to deny her
application for a license.

5) Under Section 2221 of the Business and Professions Code, the Medical Board of
California {Board) may deny a license to an applicant because of unprofessional conduct,
Alternatively, the Board has the discretionary authority to issue a probationary license with
terms and conditions. '

6)  The applicant acknowledges she has a right to request a Statement of Issues and a
hearing upon denial of license for cause. Applicant waives notice of hearing and judicial
review in favor of this Stipulation for a Probationary License, which is subject to approval
by the Board. f not approved, this Strpulatlon is null and void and may not be used for
any purpose.

AGO67
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7) This Stipulation for a Probationary License shall be subject to approval by the
Medical Board of California. Applicant understands and agrees that counsel for the staff
of the Medical Board of California may communicate directly with the Board regarding this
proposed Stipulation, withaut notice to or participation by applicant or his counsel. By
signing the Stipulation, applicant understands and agrees that she may not withdraw her
agreement or seek to rescind the Stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts
upon it. If the Board fails to adopt this Stipulation, the offer of a Stipulation for a
Probationary License shall be of no force or effect; except for this paragraph, it shall be
inadmissible in any legal action between the parties, and the Board shall not be
disqualified from further action by having considered this matter,

The staff recommends to the Baard that a Probationary License be issued as
follows:
ORDER

_ (T18 ORDERED THAT SACHA SUSAN COMDEN, applicant, be issued a
physician’s and surgeon’s license on a probationary basis, subject to the following terms
and conditions:

1) Applicant is p!aced-on probation for a period of five years. Probation shall begin on
the date the apzlicant is issued a probationary license,

2) Apptlicant shall immediately submit to biological fluid testing, at applicant's expense,
upon request of the Board or its desighee. Prior to practicing medicine, applicant shall, at
applicant’s expense, contract with a laboratory service-approved in advance by the Board
or its designee-that will conduct random, unannounced, observed, urine testing a
minimum of four times each month. The contract shall require results of the urine tests to
be transmitied by the laboratory or service directly fo the Board or its designee within four
hours cf the results becoming available. Failure to maintain this laboratory or service
during the period of probation is a viclation of probation. A certified copy of any laboratory
test may be received in evidence in any proceedings between the Board and applicant.
Failure to submit to or comply with the time frame for submitting to, or failure to complete
the required biologicai fluid testing, Is a violation of probation.

3) Applicant sha!l continue enrollment and participation in an approved monitoring
program, such as the California Physicians Health Group. Within ten days of the effective
date, applicant shall provide the Board with a copy of the manitoring contract and shail
execute a release authorizing the Board to receive reports of the applicant's compliance
with the specified ferms and conditions, Including the results of biological fluid testing.
Applicant shall participate in that monitoring pragram at least for the period of probation.

The mornitoring program shall notify the Board in writing within 5 calendar days after
applicant is notified by the monitoring program of a determination that further treatment
and rehabilitation are necessary. The Board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over
applicant's license and the period of probation shall be extended until the monitoring

AGDED
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program determines that further treatment and rehabilitation are no longer necessary.
Such a determination shall not be made without the applicant first having successfully
completed an independent evaluation. The applicant shall provide the evaluation to the
Board not less than 30 days prior to termination from the program. If the moniloring
program determines the applicant is not safe to practice medicine, the monitoring program
shall natify both the applicant and the Board within 24 hours of its determination. The
applicant shall cease the practice of medicine and shall not engage in the practice of
medicine until notified in writing by the Board or ils designee that applicant may resume
the practice of medicine. Fallure to cooperate or comply with the monitoring program
requirements and recommendations, quitting the pregram without permission, or being
expelied for cause Is a violation of probation.

4) Applican® shall ahstain completely from the use of products or beverages containing
alcohol. '

5y  Applicant shall abstain completely from the persenal use or possession of
controlled substances as defined in the Califarnia Uniform Controlled Substances Act,
dangerous drugs as defined by Business and Professions Code section 4022, and any
drugs requiring a prescription. This prohibition does not apply to medications lawfulty
prescribed to applicant by anaother practitioner for a bona fide lliness or condition.

* Within fifteen (15) calendar days of receiving any lawful prescription medications,
applicant shall notify the Board or its designee of the: issuing practitioner's name, address
and telephone number; medication name and strength; and issuing pharmacy name,
address and telephone number.

8) Prior to engaging in the practice of medicine the applicant shall provide a true copy
of the Stipulation to the Chief of Staff or the Chief Executive Officer at every hospital
where privileges or membership are extended to applicant, at any other facility where
applicant engages in the practice of medicing, including all physician and locum tenens
registries or other similar agencies, and to the Chief Exscutive Officer at every insurance
carrier which extends malpractice insurance coverage to applicant. Applicant shall submit
proof of compliance to the Board or its designee within fifteen (15} calendar days.

7} During probation, applicant is prohibited from supervising physician assistants.

8)  Applicant shall obey all federal, state and tocal laws, and all rules governing the
practice of medicine in Californla.

9)  Applicant shall submit quarterly declarations under penalty of perjury on forms -
provided by the Board, stating whether there has been compliance with al! conditions of
probation. Applicant shall submit quarterly declarations not later than ten (10) calendar
days after the end of the preceding quarter.

10)  Applicant shall comply with the Board's probation unit. Applicant shall, at all times,
keep the Board informed of applicant’s business and residence addresses. Changes of
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such addresses shall be immediately communicated in writing to the Board or its

designee. Under no ¢ircumstances shall a post office box serve as an address of record,
except as allowsd by Business and Professicns Code Section 2021(b).

Anplicant shall not engage in the practice of medicine in applicant's place of
residence. Applicant shall maintain a current and renewed Californla physician's and
strgeon’'s probationary license.

Applicant shall immediately inform the Board or its designee, in writing, of travel to
any areas outside the jurisdiction of California which lasts, or Is contemplated to last, more
than thirty (30) calendar days. ‘

11)  Applicant shall be available in person for interviews either at applicant's place of
business or at the probation unit office, with the Board or its designee upon request at
various intervals and either with or without prior notice throughout the term of probation.

12) In the event applicant should leave the State of California to reside or to practice
applicant shall notify the Board or its designee in writing thirty (30) calendar days prior to
the dates of departure and return. Non-practice is defined as any period of time
exceeding thirty (30) calendar days in which applicant is not engaging in any activities
defined in Sections 2051 and 2052 of the Business and Professions Code.

All time spent in an intensive training program outside the State of California which
has been approved by the Board or its designee shall be considered as time spent in the
practice of medicine within the State. A Board-order suspension of practice shall not be
considered as a period of non-practice. Periods of temporary or permanent residence or
practice outside California will not apply to the reduction of the probationary term. Periods
of temporary or permanent residence or practice outside California will relieve applicant of
the responsibility to comply with the probationary terms and conditions with the exception
of this condition and the following terms and conditions of probation: Obey All Laws
(condition #8) and Probation Unit Compliance (condition #10). '

13)  Inthe event applicant resides in the State of California and for any reason applicant
stops practicing medicine in California, applicant shall notify the Board or Its designee in -
writing within thidy (30) calendar days prior to the dates of non-practice and return to
practice. Any period of non-practice within California, as defined in this condition, will not
apply to the reduction of the probationary term and does not relieve applicant of the
responsibility to comply with the terms and conditions of probation. Non-practice is
defined as any period of time exceeding thirly calendar days in which applicant is not
engaging in any activities defined in Sections 2051 and 2052 of the Business and
Professions Code.

All time spent in an intensive training program that has been approved by the Board
or its designee shall be considerad time spent In the practice of medicine. For purposes
of this condition, non-practice due to a Board-ordered suspension or in compliance with
any other condition of probatian, shall not be considered a period of non-practice.

AGO70



Sacha Susan Comden - Paga Five

14)  The Medical Board of Caflfornla recerves the right to evaluate the appiicant's
probationary hlatory af or near the end of the probationary period and to axerclse it
dlscration whether to grant a clear feense without sonditions, or to take say othar action
deamed appropriata and reasanabie undsr the cikcumstancss,

15)  Failura to fully compiy with_any lam or congllion of probatian i a violation of
probailon, If applicant violatas probation in any respect, the Board, after giving applicant
notice and the opportunity to be heand, mayavoke prabation and temmingte the
probationary licenes. if an Accugation ar Peifon to Revoke Probation ks filed aguost the
applicant during probatian, the Board or fis daslgnae shall have contintdng jurlsdictian urti
the maiter ia final, ard the period of prabaiion shall be axlanded untii the matter is final,

18)  Applican! shall pay all cogta assaciated with probation monitoring each and avéry

year of probatlon, 28 designated by the Board, which may be adjunted on an annual basis,

Such coaig shall ba payable to tho Medical Board of Califomia and delivered to tha Board
orits dasignee na latar than January 31 of mach calendar year. Fallure o pay coats within
thirty (30 calandar days of the due date js a viclation of probation.

17)  Applicant shall camply with aif finenclal obligations nat Istar than 120 calendar days
prior to g camplation of probation. Upoh succassful camptetion of probation, applicant
shajl be issued a full and unresttictad licanes and applicant shall have fulfited ail tarms
and ceaditions of prabatlan.

Applicant agrees fo cnmplg with tha lorme and conditlons of the abave Ordar,

Sachiy STsNn Camdan, Appllcant Dat v

mg-w,\l&\\ﬁ{fw\ 51 | & ! 1 &)

Dabarah Pellageini, Crilef of Licanding Date
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Declaration of Socorro Tongco
(in Support of Notice of Provider Suspension)

I, Socorro Tongco, hereby declare and state as follows:

1. I make this declaration of my own personal knowledge and if called to testily, I could and
would testify competently to the matters stated herein.

2. I am employed by the State of California, Department of Industrial Relations
(“Department™), Office of the Director, as a Special Investigator. I have been an investigator
with the Department since 2006. I make this Declaration in support of the “Notice of Provider
Suspension — Workers’ Compensation” issued by the Acting Administrative Director of the
Division of Workers’ Compensation, attached herein.

3. As part of my duties as a Special Investigator, I have access to investigative tools and
internet-based information databases such as Thomson Reuters Clear, and LexisNexis Accurint.’
These database resources provide access o public and non-public records that we use as
necessary, for purposes of our Iegal work and representation of the Department in workers’
compensation cases and in other litigation, to locate individuals, uncover assets, and verify
identities.

4, On or about October 17, 2017, I noted the address of record for Sacha Comden with the
State of California, Department of Consumer Affairs, Medical Board as: 2708 Wilshire Blvd.
#397 Santa Monica, CA 90403.

5. On or about October 17, 2017, I ran a search on Ms. Comden in the Lexis Nexis Accurint
database. The searches provided the following information: Sacha Susan Comden resided at
addresses in Long Beach, CA and Costa Mesa, CA (I will not state the addresses so as to not
reveal Ms. Comden’s home address).

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the
foregoing is true and correct. Executed this 17 day of October, 2017, in Oakland, California.

Decons 7;»510«9

Socorro Tongco
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY MAIL
(C.C.P. section 1013(a), 2015.5)

I am over the age of 18 years and not a party to the entitled action. My business address is

1515 Clay Street, 18" Floor, Oakland, California 94612.

I served the following documents:

Notice of Provider Suspension — Workers’ Compensation

Default Decision and Order — In the Mutter of the Petition to Revoke Probation Against
Sacha Comden, M.D. (Case No. 800-2016-021196), Before the Medical Board of California,
Department of Consumer Affairs

Petition to Revoke Probation — In the Matter of the Petition to Revoke Probation Against
Sacha Comden, M.D. (Case No. 800-2016-021 196), Before the Medical Board of California,
Department of Consumer Affairs

Decision and accompanying Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order - In the Matter
of the Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation Against Sacha Comden, M.D. (Case No.
800-2014-006033), Before the Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer -
Affairs

Accusation and Petition to Revolke Probation- In the Matter of the Accusation and Petition
to Revoke Probation Against Sacha Comden, M.D. (Case No. 800-2014-006033), Before the
Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer Affairs

Decision and Order with accompanying Stipulation for a Probationary License — In the
Matter of the Application of Sacha Susan Comden (File No. 20-2010-206930), Before the
Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer Affairs

Declaration of Socorro Tongco in Support of Notice of Provider Slispension

on the following person(s) at the following address(es):

Sacha Comden
2708 Wilshire Blvd., #397
Santa Monica, CA 90403

Sacha Comden
1830 Tevis Avenue, Apt. 1
Long Beach, CA 90815

Sacha Comden
2973 Harbor Blvd., Apt. 244

Costa Mesa, CA 92626

The documents were served by the following means:

[X] (BY U.S. CERTIFIED MAIL) I enclosed the documents in a sealed envelope or package
addressed to the person(s) at the address(es) listed above and:
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[X] Placed the envelope or package for collection and mailing, following our ordinary business
practices. | am readily familiar with the firm’s practice for collection and processing correspondence
for mailing. Under that practice, on the same day that correspondence is placed for collection and
mailing, it is deposited in the ordinary course of business with the U.S. Postal Service, in a sealed
envelope or package with the postage fully prepaid.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of State of California that the above is true
and correct.

Executed on October 20, 2017, at Oakland, California.

CATHY FUIITA-FLAM






