
Treatment of Hydrofluoric Acid (HF) Exposure
Quick Reference

NOTE: In addition to the usual medical history, the physician should obtain the following information: concentration
of HF, date and time of exposure, duration of exposure, how exposure occurred, body parts exposed/affected, first
aid measures instituted (what, when, how long). Injuries due to dilute HF solutions or low concentrations of
vapors may result in delays in clinical presentation up to 24 hours following exposure.
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1. This is a brief summary of First Aid and Medical
Treatment measures. Tile text of the brochure
"RECOtvlrvlE~IDED MEDICAL TREATMEhlT FOR
HYDROFLUORIC ACID EXPOSURE" must be
consulted for more complete information.

2. 2.5% calcium g!uconale injeclions must be used if lhe
soaks or gel do nol significantly relieve pain in 30-40
minutes. Injections may also be used as the primary
treatment, especially lor larger and/or deeper burns.

3. Systemic effects Include hypocalcE,mia,
hypomagnesemia, hypc-,rkalcrnia, cardiac arrhythmias,
and altered pulmonary hemodynamics. TREATMENT
includes cardiac monitoring I monitoring serum calcium,
fluoride. magnesium, and eleclrolyles; administralion 01
IV calcium gluconate, correcting magnesium and
electrolyte imbalance, and, in extreme cases,
t1ernodialysis.

4. Calcium gluconate is normally supplied in ampules
containing 10% calcium gluconate. Concentrations less
than 10% are obtained by diluting with normal saline.

For additional reference charts or information on properties,

storage and handling. or medical treatment for

hydrofluoric acid. contact:

Honeywell Specialty Materials

101 Columbia F{oad

Morristown, NJ 07962

In the event of a medical emergency wi til tl1is product, call

the 24-hour Honeywell emergency telephone number:

800,498-5701
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This foldout chart is also availabte as

a laminated 15" x 23" wall poster.


