
P.O. Box 420603 · San Francisco, CA · 94142-0603 · www.dir.ca.gov

# # # 

N   E   W  S L I   N  E

Newsline No.: 2017-80 Date: August 28, 2017 

Katherine Zalewski Designated Chair of California Workers’ 
Compensation Appeals Board 

Governor Jerry Brown has designated Katherine Zalewski as the Chair on the California 
Workers’ Compensation Appeals Board. 

Zalewski served on the board since her appointment by Governor Brown on April 30, 
2014. Prior to her appointment, she joined the Department of Industrial Relations (DIR) 
as a workers’ compensation administrative law judge and advisor to the Division of 
Workers’ Compensation from 2009 to 2011, and served as DIR chief counsel from 2012
to 2014. Prior to state service, she was senior associate at Schmit Law Office from 2000
to 2009, manager and attorney at Pacific Coast Services from 1998 to 2000, and 
worked at Express Network and Direct Legal Support Services from 1993 to 1998. 
Zalewski earned a Juris Doctor degree from the University of California Hastings 
College of the Law. 

The California Department of Industrial Relations, established in 1927, protects and improves the health, safety, and 
economic well-being of over 18 million wage earners, and helps their employers comply with state labor laws. DIR is 
housed within the Labor & Workforce Development Agency. For general inquiries, contact DIR’s Communications 
Call Center at 844-LABOR-DIR (844-522-6734) for help in locating the appropriate division or program in our 
department. 
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