
Labor Code section 1777.5.   
 
(a) (1) This chapter does not prevent the employment upon public works of properly 
registered apprentices who are active participants in an approved apprenticeship program. 
 
(2) For purposes of this chapter, “apprenticeship program” means a program under the 
jurisdiction of the California Apprenticeship Council established pursuant to Section 3070. 
 
(b) (1) Every apprentice employed upon public works shall be paid the prevailing rate of per 
diem wages for apprentices in the trade to which he or she is registered and shall be 
employed only at the work of the craft or trade to which he or she is registered. 
 
(2) Unless otherwise provided by a collective bargaining agreement, when a contractor 
requests the dispatch of an apprentice pursuant to this section to perform work on a public 
works project and requires the apprentice to fill out an application or undergo testing, 
training, an examination, or other preemployment process as a condition of employment, 
the apprentice shall be paid for the time spent on the required preemployment activity, 
including travel time to and from the required activity, if any, at the prevailing rate of per 
diem wages for apprentices in the trade to which he or she is registered. Unless otherwise 
provided by a collective bargaining agreement, a contractor is not required to compensate an 
apprentice for the time spent on preemployment activities if the apprentice is required to take 
a preemployment drug or alcohol test and he or she fails to pass that test. 
 
(c) Only apprentices, as defined in Section 3077, who are in training under apprenticeship 
standards that have been approved by the Chief of the Division of Apprenticeship Standards 
and who are parties to written apprentice agreements under Chapter 4 (commencing with 
Section 3070) of Division 3 are eligible to be employed at the apprentice wage rate on public 
works. The employment and training of each apprentice shall be in accordance with either of 
the following: 
 
(1) The apprenticeship standards and apprentice agreements under which he or she is 
training. 
 
(2) The rules and regulations of the California Apprenticeship Council. 
 
(d) If the contractor to whom the contract is awarded by the state or any political subdivision, 
in performing any of the work under the contract, employs workers in any apprenticeable 
craft or trade, the contractor shall employ apprentices in at least the ratio set forth in this 
section and may apply to any apprenticeship program in the craft or trade that can provide 
apprentices to the site of the public work for a certificate approving the contractor under the 
apprenticeship standards for the employment and training of apprentices in the area or 




