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PROPOSED STATE STANDARD, 
TITLE 8, CHAPTER 4 

OSHSB-98(2/98) 

Amend Section 3210 to read as follows: 
 
§3210.  Guardrails at Elevated Locations. 

(a) Buildings.  Guardrails shall be provided on all open sides of unenclosed elevated work 
locations, such as: roof openings, open and glazed sides of landings, balconies or porches, 
platforms, runways, ramps, or working levels more than 30 inches above the floor, ground, or 
other working areas of a building as defined in Section 3207 of the General Industry Safety 
Orders.  Where overhead clearance prohibits installation of a 42- inch guardrail, a lower rail or 
rails shall be installed.  The railing shall be provided with a toeboard where the platform, 
runway, or ramp is 6 feet or more above places where employees normally work or pass and the 
lack of a toeboard could create a hazard from falling tools, material, or equipment. 
EXCEPTIONS: 
1. Runways used exclusively for oiling, adjusting or otherwise maintaining shafting or other 
machinery may have the guardrail on the side adjacent to the machinery omitted provided that 
additional guarding as required by Group 6 Power Transmission Equipment, Prime Movers, 
Machines and Machine Parts is complied with. 
 

* * * * * 
 
13. On the auditorium side of a stage, raised platforms and other raised floor areas such as 
runways, ramps and side stages used for entertainment or presentation.  At vertical openings in 
the performance area of stages. 

(Title 24, Part 2, Section 509.7) 
(b) Other Elevated Locations.  The unprotected sides of elevated work locations that are not 

buildings or building structures where an employee is exposed to a fall of 4 feet or more shall be 
provided with guardrails.  Where overhead clearance prohibits installation of a 42-inch guardrail, 
a lower rail or rails shall be installed.  The railing shall be provided with a toeboard where the 
platform, runway, or ramp is 6 feet or more above places where employees normally work or 
pass and the lack of a toeboard could create a hazard from falling tools, material, or equipment. 
EXCEPTIONS: 
1. Runways used exclusively for oiling, adjusting or otherwise maintaining shafting or other 
machinery may have the guardrail on the side adjacent to the machinery omitted provided that 
additional guarding as required by Group 6-Power Transmission Equipment, Prime Movers, 
Machines and Machine Parts is complied with. 
 

* * * * * 
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PROPOSED STATE STANDARD, 
TITLE 8, CHAPTER 4 

OSHSB-98(2/98) 

Amendments to Section 3210 continued: 
 
9. On mobile vehicles/equipment, where the design or work processes make guardrails 
impracticable, the use of sufficient steps and attached handholds or structural members which 
allow the user to have a secure hand grasp shall be permitted.  Work from the decks, 
permanent/stationary platforms, runways, or walkways of mobile vehicles/equipment shall be 
excluded from the requirements of subsection (b) where it can be shown that guardrails or 
handholds are impracticable by the design or work processes. 

(c) Where the guardrail requirements of subsections (a) and (b) are impracticable due to 
machinery requirements or work processes, an alternate means of protecting employees from 
falling, such as personal fall protection systems, shall be used. 

(d) Openings in guardrails for ladderway access shall be protected as required by Section 
3212(a)(2) of the General Industry Safety Orders. 
NOTE:  Authority cited:  Section 142.3, Labor Code.  Reference:  Section 142.3, Labor Code; and 
Section 18943(b), Health and Safety Code. 
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PROPOSED STATE STANDARD, 
TITLE 8, CHAPTER 4 

OSHSB-98(2/98) 

Amend Section 3212 to read as follows: 
 
§ 3212.  Floor Openings, Floor Holes, Skylights and Roofs. 

(a)(1) Every floor and roof opening shall be guarded by a cover, a guardrail, or equivalent on all 
open sides.  While the cover is not in place, the openings shall be constantly attended by someone 
or shall be protected by guardrails.  Toeboards shall be installed around the edges at openings 
where persons may pass below the opening. 
EXCEPTION:  Stairway or ladderway entrances. 

(2)(A) Every ladderway floor opening or platform with access provided by ladderway, including 
ship stairs (ship ladders), shall be protected by guardrails with toeboards meeting the requirements 
of General Industry Safety Orders, Section 3209, on all exposed sides except at entrance to the 
opening.  The opening through the railing shall have either a swinging gate or equivalent 
protection, or the passageway to the opening shall be so offset that a person cannot walk directly 
into the opening. 
EXCEPTION: Ladder openings for entrance/access at perimeter roof edges where guardrail 
protection is not required by subsection (d) of this section. 

(B)1. The uppermost surface or railing member of the swinging gate or other equivalent 
protection required by subsection (a)(2)(A) shall have a vertical height from the platform or floor 
level of between 42 to 45 inches plus or minus one inch and;  

2. The swinging gate or other equivalent protection shall be capable of withstand ing a force of at 
least 200 pounds applied vertically downward to the uppermost surface or railing member and 
horizontally outward at any point on the exit side of the ladder opening. 

(2)(3) Hatchways and chute floor openings shall be guarded by guardrails or by hinged or 
removable covers or by removable railings provided such covers or railings will afford protection 
equivalent to that provided by a guardrail.  

This does not apply to chute openings which are effectively covered or protected by machine or 
equipment during operation.  However, such chute shall be covered during repair or maintenance 
or when otherwise exposing employees to the hazards of unguarded floor openings.  

(3)(4) Foundry pits and similar sunken locations in which employees are required to work may 
be left unprotected during such times as the necessary handling of materials or other work 
prohibits the use of guardrails or equivalent; but when such pits are not in use they shall be either 
covered, filled in, or protected with guardrails or equivalent. (Title 24, part 2, section 2-1716(e).)  

(4)(5) Floor holes through which materials or tools may fall and create a hazard or through which 
parts of a person's body may contact dangerous moving parts, shall be completely covered except 
when in use unless these floor holes are used to feed machines or receptacles containing hot, toxic 
or corrosive materials, then these openings shall be guarded by hoppers, guardrails, or grates 
having openings not exceeding 1-inch by 5 inches.  Floor holes through which transmission 
equipment passes may be guarded by toeboards. (Title 24, part 2, section 2-1716(e).) 
 

* * * * * 
 
NOTE: Authority cited: Section 142.3, Labor Code. Reference: Section 142.3, Labor Code. 


