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OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH STANDARDS BOARD 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Autonomous Agricultural Tractors Advisory Committee Meeting 

August 6 & 7, 2025 

Committee Chair 

Amalia Neidhardt, 

OSHSB STAFF: Kevin Goddard, Daniel Villanueva, Autumn Gonzalez, Ruth Ibarra 

POST – AC MEETING MEMBER ROSTER 

Affiliation, Name, Title, and Email Affiliation, Name, Title, and Email 

Association of Equipment Manufacturers 
Nick Tindall - Primary Representative 

Sr. Director of Regulatory Affairs 
ntindall@aem.org 

Association of Equipment Manufacturers 
Nicholas Rudowich - Alternate 

Representative 
Director, State Affairs 
nrudowich@AEM.org 

Cal Poly SLO 
Mohammad Sadek - Primary 

Representative 
Associate Professor 

mosadek@calpoly.edu 

Cal Poly SLO 
John Pevenne - Alternate Representative 

Lecturer 
jpenvenn@calpoly.edu 

Cal/OSHA 
Eric Berg - Primary Representative 

Deputy Chief of Health 
eberg@dir.ca.gov 

Cal/OSHA 
Jason Denning - Alternate Representative 

Principal Safety Engineer 
jdenning@dir.ca.gov 

California Association of Winegrape 
Growers 

Michael Miiller - Primary Representative 
Director of Government Relations 

michael@cawg.org 

California Department of Food and 
Agriculture 

Rachael O'Brien - Primary Representative 
Deputy Secretary 

Rachael.OBrien@cdfa.ca.gov 
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California Department of Food and 
Agriculture 

Christine Birdsong - Alternate 
Representative 
Undersecretary 

christine.birdsong@cdfa.ca.gov 

California Farm Bureau Federation 
Bryan Little - Primary Representative 

Director, Labor Affairs 
blittle@cfbf.com 

California Rural Legal Assistance 
Foundation (CRLAF) 

Ann Katten - Primary Representative 
Pesticide and Work Health and Safety 

Project Director 
akatten@crlaf.org 

California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc. 
(CRLA) 

Epharim Comacho - Primary Representative 
Outreach Worker 

ecamacho@crla.org 

California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc. 
(CRLA) 

David Cremins - Primary Representative 
Attorney 

dcremins@crla.org 

California Teamsters 
Matt Broad - Alternate Representative 

Lobbyist 
mbroad@bglaw.org 

CalOSHA 
Yancy Yap - Alternate Representative 

Senior Safety Engieer 
YYap@dir.ca.gov 

CRLAF 
Veronica Melendez - Alternate Representative 

CRLAF Litigation Unit Director 
vmelendez@crlaf.org 

Department of Motor Vehicles 
Miguel Acosta - Primary Representative 

Chief, Autonomous Vehicles Branch 
Miguel.Acosta@dmv.ca.gov 

Federal OSHA 
Abby Lopez - Primary Representative 

 
Lopez.Abby.B@dol.gov 

John Deere 
Igino Cafiero - Primary Representative 

Director of High Value Crop Autonomy 
igino@bearflagrobotics.com 

J&R Premiere Agri Management 
Russell Maichel - Alternate Representative 

Consultant/owner 
agadvisors.rm@gmail.com 
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Mixteco/Indigena Community Organizing 
Project (MICOP) 

Raul Olivera - Alternate Representative 
 

raul.olivera@mixteco.org 

Monarch Tractor 
Angela Richards - Primary Representative 

Government and Policy Lead 
arichards@monarchtractor.com 

Monarch Tractor 
Daniel Ogburn - Alternate Representative 

Chief Legal and Business Affairs Officer 
dogburn@monarchtractor.com 

Western Growers Association 
Melissa Koshlaychuk - Alternate 

Representative 
Government Affairs Analyst 
mkoshlaychuk@wga.com 

Teamsters Local 856 
Veronica Diaz - Primary Representative 

vdiaz@ibt856.org 

The VINE 
Connie Bowen - Alternate Representative 

Founder, Farmhand Ventures 
connie@farmhandventures.com 

UC Davis 
Stavros Vougioukas - Primary 

Representative 
Professor, Biological and Agricultural 

Engineering 
svougioukas@ucdavis.edu 

UC Davis 
Farzaneh Khorsandi - Alternate 

Representative 
Associate Professor 

fkhorsandi@ucdavis.edu 

UC Merced 
YangQuan Chen - Primary Representative 

Professor 
ychen53@ucmerced.edu 

UFCW Local 5 
Efrain Aguilera - Primary Representative 

 
eaguilera@ufcw5.org 

United Food and Commercial Workers 
(UFCW) 

Rhiannon Morales - Alternate 
Representative 
Legislative Aid 

Rhiannon@UFCWStatesCouncil.org 

United Food Workers 
Elizabeth Strater - Primary Representative 

 
estrater@ufw.org 
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University of Wisconsin 
John Shutske - Primary Representative 
Professor and Agricultural Safety & Health 

Specialist 
john.shutske@wisc.edu 

Western Growers Association 
Matthew Allen - Primary Representative 

VP State Government Affairs 
mallen@wga.com 

Operating Engineers Local 3 
Rob Carrion 

Director of Safety and Training 
rcarrion@oe3.org 

 

 
 Lideres Campesinas 

Irene De Barraicua 
Director of Policy and Communications 

irene@liderescampesinas.org 
 
 
 

 
  Teamsters Local 856 

Victor Garcia  
 
 

 
Lideres Campesinas 

Suget Lopez 
Executive Director 

slopez@liderescampesinas.org 
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