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HOW THE IMR FINAL DETERMINATION WAS MADE 

MAXIMUS Federal Services sent the complete case file to an expert reviewer. He/she has no 

affiliation with the employer, employee, providers or the claims administrator. He/she has been 

in active clinical practice for more than five years and is currently working at least 24 hours a 

week in active practice. The expert reviewer was selected based on his/her clinical experience, 

education, background, and expertise in the same or similar specialties that evaluate and/or treat 

the medical condition and disputed items/Service. He/she is familiar with governing laws and 

regulations, including the strength of evidence hierarchy that applies to Independent Medical 

Review determinations. 

 

The Expert Reviewer has the following credentials: 

State(s) of Licensure: California 

Certification(s)/Specialty: Emergency Medicine 

 

CLINICAL CASE SUMMARY 

The expert reviewer developed the following clinical case summary based on a review of the 

case file, including all medical records: 

 

This 54 year old woman sustained an industrial injury on 12-5-2007. Diagnoses include internal 

derangement of the left shoulder, bilateral shoulder tendinitis, and left elbow lateral 

epicondylitis. Treatment has included oral medications. Physician notes on a PR-2 dated 6-8- 

2015 show complaints of bilateral shoulder, left elbow, neck, left knee, and back pain as well as 

headaches. The physical examinations shows cervical spine tenderness and spasms, and lumbar 

spine paraspinal muscle tenderness, and painful range of motion tot eh bilateral shoulders. 

Recommendations include cervical spine trigger point injections (administered during this 

visit), continue medications including Norco, Cymbalta, Dexilant, and Protonix. Utilization 

Review denied requests for Dexilant, Norco, and Cymbalta on 9-18-2015. 

 

IMR ISSUES, DECISIONS AND RATIONALES 

The Final Determination was based on decisions for the disputed items/services set forth below: 

 

Dexilant 60mg tab #30, per 08/20/2015 order: Upheld 

 

Claims Administrator guideline: Decision based on MTUS Chronic Pain Medical Treatment 

2009. 



MAXIMUS guideline: Decision based on MTUS Chronic Pain Medical Treatment 2009, 

Section(s): NSAIDs, GI symptoms & cardiovascular risk. 

 

Decision rationale: The request is for the use of a medication in the class of a proton pump 

inhibitor. It is indicated for patients with peptic ulcer disease. It can also be used as a 

preventative measure in patients taking non-steroidal anti-inflammatories for chronic pain. 

Unfortunately, they do have certain side effects including gastrointestinal disease. The MTUS 

guidelines states that patients who are classified as intermediate or high risk, should be treated 

prophylactically. Criteria for risk are as follows: "(1) age > 65 years; (2) history of peptic ulcer, 

GI bleeding or perforation; (3) concurrent use of ASA, corticosteroids, and/or an anticoagulant; 

or (4) high dose/multiple NSAID (e.g., NSAID + low-dose ASA)." Due to the fact the patient 

does not meet to above stated criteria, the request for use is not medically necessary. 

 

Protonix tab 20mg #60, per 08/20/2015 order: Upheld 

 

Claims Administrator guideline: Decision based on MTUS Chronic Pain Medical Treatment 

2009. 

 

MAXIMUS guideline: Decision based on MTUS Chronic Pain Medical Treatment 2009, 

Section(s): NSAIDs, GI symptoms & cardiovascular risk. 

 

Decision rationale: The request is for the use of a medication in the class of a proton pump 

inhibitor. It is indicated for patients with peptic ulcer disease. It can also be used as a 

preventative measure in patients taking non-steroidal anti-inflammatories for chronic pain. 

Unfortunately, they do have certain side effects including gastrointestinal disease. The MTUS 

guidelines states that patients who are classified as intermediate or high risk, should be treated 

prophylactically. Criteria for risk are as follows: "(1) age > 65 years; (2) history of peptic ulcer, 

GI bleeding or perforation; (3) concurrent use of ASA, corticosteroids, and/or an anticoagulant; 

or (4) high dose/multiple NSAID (e.g., NSAID + low-dose ASA)." Due to the fact the patient 

does not meet to above stated criteria, the request for use is not medically necessary. 

 

Cymbalta 20mg tab #30, per 08/20/2015 order: Upheld 

 

Claims Administrator guideline: Decision based on MTUS Chronic Pain Medical Treatment 

2009. 

 

MAXIMUS guideline: Decision based on MTUS Chronic Pain Medical Treatment 2009, 

Section(s): Antidepressants for chronic pain. 

 

Decision rationale: The request is for the use of the medication Cymbalta which is in the 

category of a Selective serotonin and norepinephrine reuptake inhibitor. The MTUS guidelines 

state this drug is FDA-approved for anxiety, depression, diabetic neuropathy, and fibromyalgia. 

It has been used off-label for neuropathic pain and radiculopathy. Duloxetine is recommended 

as a first-line option for diabetic neuropathy. (Dworkin, 2007) No high quality evidence is 

reported to support the use of duloxetine for lumbar radiculopathy. In this case, there is 

inadequate documentation of a diagnosis which would qualify use of this medication. 



As such, the request is not medically necessary. 

 
 

Norco 10/325mg tab #90 per 08/20/2015 order: Upheld 

 

Claims Administrator guideline: Decision based on MTUS Chronic Pain Medical Treatment 

2009. 

 

MAXIMUS guideline: Decision based on MTUS Chronic Pain Medical Treatment 2009, 

Section(s): Opioids, criteria for use. 
 

Decision rationale: The request is for the use of a medication in the opioid class. The MTUS 

guidelines state that for ongoing treatment with a pharmaceutical in this class, certain 

requirements are necessary. This includes not only adequate pain control, but also functional 

improvement. Four domains have been proposed for management of patients on opioids. This 

includes pain relief, side effects, physical and psychosocial functioning, and the occurrence of 

any potentially aberrant drug-related behaviors. As part of the pain treatment agreement, it is 

advised that "Refills are limited, and will only occur at appointments". In this case, there is 

inadequate documentation of persistent functional improvement or screening measures required. 

As such, the request is not medically necessary. All opioid medications should be titrated down 

slowly in order to prevent a significant withdrawal syndrome. 

 

Elavil 50mg tab #30, per 08/20/2015 order: Upheld 

 

Claims Administrator guideline: Decision based on MTUS Chronic Pain Medical Treatment 

2009. 

 

MAXIMUS guideline: The Expert Reviewer did not base their decision on the MTUS. 

Decision based on Non-MTUS Citation Official Disability Guidelines (ODG) Pain 

(chronic)/Antidepressants for chronic pain. 

 

Decision rationale: Medications in the class of antidepressants are recommended as a first line 

option for neuropathic pain, and as a possibility for non-neuropathic pain. (Feuerstein, 1997) 

(Perrot, 2006) They are generally considered a first-line agent unless they are ineffective, poorly 

tolerated, or contraindicated. Analgesia generally occurs within a few days to a week, whereas 

antidepressant effect usually takes longer to occur. (Saarto-Cochrane, 2005) Assessment of 

treatment efficacy should include not only pain outcomes, but also an evaluation of function, 

changes in use of other analgesic medication, sleep quality/duration, and psychological 

assessment. Side effects can include excessive sedation and should be assessed. It is 

recommended that these outcome measurements should be initiated at one week of treatment 

with a recommended trial of at a minimum of 4 weeks. It has been suggested that if pain is in 

remission for 3-6 months, a gradual tapering of anti-depressants can be undertaken. In this case, 

the use of this medication is not certified for use based on the lack of documented assessment of 

screening measures for ongoing use. Pending submission of the required treatment efficacy and 

evaluation of function as well as psychological assessment, the request is not medically 

necessary. 



 

Cymbalta 30mg tab #30 per 08/20/2015 order: Upheld 

 

Claims Administrator guideline: Decision based on MTUS Chronic Pain Medical Treatment 

2009. 

 

MAXIMUS guideline: Decision based on MTUS Chronic Pain Medical Treatment 2009, 

Section(s): Antidepressants for chronic pain. 

 

Decision rationale: The request is for the use of the medication Cymbalta which is in the 

category of a Selective serotonin and norepinephrine reuptake inhibitor. The MTUS guidelines 

state this drug is FDA-approved for anxiety, depression, diabetic neuropathy, and fibromyalgia. 

It has been used off-label for neuropathic pain and radiculopathy. Duloxetine is recommended 

as a first-line option for diabetic neuropathy. (Dworkin, 2007) No high quality evidence is 

reported to support the use of duloxetine for lumbar radiculopathy. In this case, there is 

inadequate documentation of a diagnosis which would qualify use of this medication. As such, 

the request is not medically necessary. 


