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HOW THE IMR FINAL DETERMINATION WAS MADE 

MAXIMUS Federal Services sent the complete case file to an expert reviewer. He/she has no 
affiliation with the employer, employee, providers or the claims administrator. He/she has been 
in active clinical practice for more than five years and is currently working at least 24 hours a 
week in active practice. The expert reviewer was selected based on his/her clinical experience, 
education, background, and expertise in the same or similar specialties that evaluate and/or treat 
the medical condition and disputed items/Service. He/she is familiar with governing laws and 
regulations, including the strength of evidence hierarchy that applies to Independent Medical 
Review determinations. 

 
The Expert Reviewer has the following credentials: 
State(s) of Licensure: New Jersey, Alabama, California 
Certification(s)/Specialty: Neurology, Neuromuscular Medicine 

 

CLINICAL CASE SUMMARY 

The expert reviewer developed the following clinical case summary based on a review of the 
case file, including all medical records: 

 
The injured worker is a 68 year old female patient who sustained an industrial injury on 
07/02/2009. A primary treating office visit dated 12/19/2014 reported chief complaint of left 
knee pain. A magnetic resonance imaging scan of left knee performed on 06/04/2014 showed 
tricompartmental arthritis and meniscal tears. She underwent left knee arthroscopy on 
08/29/2011 where she was found to have chondromalacia of the medial and lateral femoral 
condyles, partial lateral meniscectomy and a partial ACL debridement. She is now with a bit of 
left knee pain, mechanical symptoms, popping, and clicking using a cane to ambulate. She is 
also status post right shoulder arthroscopy 10/07/2013. Of note, approval was made for a left 
total knee replacement. Current medications are: Omeprazole, Celebrex, Simacort, Spiriva, 
ASA, Fish Oil, and Hydrocodone. The impression found the patient with status post right rotator 
cuff repair; right trigger thumb; right thumb CMC osteoarthritis; left knee osteoarthritis, and left 
knee medial/lateral meniscal tears. She is totally temporarily disabled. 

 
IMR ISSUES, DECISIONS AND RATIONALES 

The Final Determination was based on decisions for the disputed items/services set forth below: 
 

Celebrex (celecoxib) 200mg quantity 30: Upheld 



Claims Administrator guideline: Decision based on MTUS Chronic Pain Treatment Guidelines 
Non Steroidal Anti Inflammatory Drugs. 

 
MAXIMUS guideline: Decision based on MTUS Chronic Pain Treatment Guidelines Anti 
inflammatory medications Page(s): 27-30. 

 
Decision rationale: According to MTUS guidelines, Celebrex is indicated in case of back, neck 
and shoulder pain especially in case of failure or contraindication of NSAIDs. There is no clear 
documentation that the patient failed previous use of NSAIDs. There is no documentation of 
contra indication of other NSAIDs. There is no documentation that Celebrex was used for the 
shortest period and the lowest dose. The patient has been using Celebrex for long term without 
significant improvement. Therefore, the prescription of Celebrex 200mg #30 is not medically 
necessary. 

 
Omeprazole (Prilosec) quantity 30: Upheld 

 
Claims Administrator guideline: Decision based on MTUS Chronic Pain Treatment Guidelines 
Non Steroidal Anti Inflammatory Drugs. 

 
MAXIMUS guideline: Decision based on MTUS Chronic Pain Treatment Guidelines NSAIDs, 
GI symptoms & cardiovascular risk Page(s): 68. 

 
Decision rationale: According to MTUS guidelines, Omeprazole is indicated when NSAID are 
used in patients with intermediate or high risk for gastrointestinal events. The risk for 
gastrointestinal events are: (1) age > 65 years; (2) history of peptic ulcer, GI bleeding or 
perforation; (3) concurrent use of ASA, corticosteroids, and/or an anticoagulant; or (4) high 
dose/multiple NSAID (e.g., NSAID + low-dose ASA). Recent studies tend to show that H. Pylori 
does not act synergistically with NSAIDS to develop gastroduodenal lesions. There is no 
documentation that the patient have GI issue that requires the use of prilosec. There is no 
documentation in the patient's chart supporting that she is at intermediate or high risk for 
developing gastrointestinal events. Therefore, Omeprazole 20mg #30 prescription is not 
medically necessary. 
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