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HOW THE IMR FINAL DETERMINATION WAS MADE 

MAXIMUS Federal Services sent the complete case file to an expert reviewer. He/she has no 

affiliation with the employer, employee, providers or the claims administrator. He/she has been 

in active clinical practice for more than five years and is currently working at least 24 hours a 

week in active practice. The expert reviewer was selected based on his/her clinical experience, 

education, background, and expertise in the same or similar specialties that evaluate and/or treat 

the medical condition and disputed items/Service. He/she is familiar with governing laws and 

regulations, including the strength of evidence hierarchy that applies to Independent Medical 

Review determinations. 

 

The Expert Reviewer has the following credentials: 

State(s) of Licensure: North Carolina 

Certification(s)/Specialty: Family Practice 

 

CLINICAL CASE SUMMARY 

The expert reviewer developed the following clinical case summary based on a review of the 

case file, including all medical records: 

 

This is a 60 year old male with a January 20, 2011 date of injury. A progress note dated April 

13, 2015 documents subjective complaints (chronic bilateral shoulder, elbow, and head pain), 

objective findings (tenderness to palpation over the left lateral upper condyle and tenderness to 

the muscles and tendons attaching to the bilateral upper condyle), and current diagnoses 

(bilateral shoulder joint pain; cervical spondylosis without myelopathy). Treatments to date have 

included cortisone injection to the left elbow which gave about ten days' worth of pain relief, 

shoulder surgeries, physical therapy for the shoulders and left elbow, medications, imaging 

studies, and home exercise. The treating physician documented a plan of care that included 

Ibuprofen and an ultrasound evaluation of the left elbow. 

 

IMR ISSUES, DECISIONS AND RATIONALES 

The Final Determination was based on decisions for the disputed items/services set forth below: 

 

1 prescription for Ibuprofen 500mg, #60 with 1 refill: Overturned 

 

Claims Administrator guideline: Decision based on MTUS Chronic Pain Treatment Guidelines 

NSAIDs (non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs). 



MAXIMUS guideline: Decision based on MTUS Chronic Pain Treatment Guidelines NSAID 

Page(s): 68-72. 

 

Decision rationale: The California chronic pain medical treatment guidelines section on 

NSAID therapy states: Recommended at the lowest dose for the shortest period in patients with 

moderate to severe pain. Acetaminophen may be considered for initial therapy for patients with 

mild to moderate pain, and in particular, for those with gastrointestinal, cardiovascular or 

renovascular risk factors. NSAIDs appear to be superior to acetaminophen, particularly for 

patients with moderate to severe pain. There is no evidence to recommend one drug in this class 

over another based on efficacy. In particular, there appears to be no difference between 

traditional NSAIDs and COX-2 NSAIDs in terms of pain relief. The main concern of selection 

is based on adverse effects. COX-2 NSAIDs have fewer GI side effects at the risk of increased 

cardiovascular side effects, although the FDA has concluded that long-term clinical trials are 

best interpreted to suggest that cardiovascular risk occurs with all NSAIDs and is a class effect 

(with naproxyn being the safest drug). There is no evidence of long-term effectiveness for pain 

or function. (Chen, 2008) (Laine, 2008) Back Pain - Chronic low back pain: Recommended as 

an option for short-term symptomatic relief. A Cochrane review of the literature on drug relief 

for low back pain (LBP) suggested that NSAIDs were no more effective than other drugs such 

as acetaminophen, narcotic analgesics, and muscle relaxants. The review also found that 

NSAIDs had more adverse effects than placebo and acetaminophen but fewer effects than 

muscle relaxants and narcotic analgesics. In addition, evidence from the review suggested that 

no one NSAID, including COX-2 inhibitors, was clearly more effective than another. (Roelofs-

Cochrane, 2008) See also Anti-inflammatory medications. Neuropathic pain: There is 

inconsistent evidence for the use of these medications to treat long term neuropathic pain, but 

they may be useful to treat breakthrough and mixed pain conditions such as osteoarthritis (and 

other nociceptive pain) in with neuropathic pain. This medication is recommended for the 

shortest period of time and at the lowest dose possible. The dosing of this medication is within 

the California MTUS guideline recommendations. The definition of shortest period possible is 

not clearly defined in the California MTUS. Therefore the request is certified. 

 

1 left elbow ultrasound evaluation: Upheld 

 

Claims Administrator guideline: The Claims Administrator did not base their decision on the 

MTUS. Decision based on Non-MTUS Citation Official Disability Guidelines (ODG), Elbow 

(Acute & Chronic), Ultrasound, diagnostic. 

 

MAXIMUS guideline: Decision based on MTUS ACOEM Chapter 10 Elbow Disorders 

(Revised 2007). 

 

Decision rationale: The ACOEM chapter on elbow complaints and imaging states: Criteria for 

ordering imaging studies are: The imaging study results will substantially change the treatment 

plan. Emergence of a red flag. Failure to progress in a rehabilitation program, evidence of 

significant tissue insult or neurological dysfunction that has been shown to be correctible by 

invasive treatment, and agreement by the patient to undergo invasive treatment if the presence 

of the correctible lesion is confirmed. The provided documentation for review does not meet 

these criteria for imaging and therefore the request is not medically necessary. 



 


