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HOW THE IMR FINAL DETERMINATION WAS MADE 

MAXIMUS Federal Services sent the complete case file to an expert reviewer. He/she has no 

affiliation with the employer, employee, providers or the claims administrator. The expert 

reviewer is Board Certified in Occupational Medicine and is licensed to practice in California. 

He/she has been in active clinical practice for more than five years and is currently working at 

least 24 hours a week in active practice. The expert reviewer was selected based on his/her 

clinical experience, education, background, and expertise in the same or similar specialties that 

evaluate and/or treat the medical condition and disputed items/services. He/she is familiar with 

governing laws and regulations, including the strength of evidence hierarchy that applies to 

Independent Medical Review determinations. 

 

CLINICAL CASE SUMMARY 

The expert reviewer developed the following clinical case summary based on a review of the 

case file, including all medical records: 

 

The injured worker is a male with a date of injury 7/15/2010. Per a progress note dated 

4/23/2014, he has a history of acute lymphoblastic leukemia. He reports feeling okay. Sleep is 

still an issue. He has done a sleep study and acupuncture. On examination he has no acute 

distress and has no significant findings. Current diagnoses include acute lymphoblastic leukemia 

in clinical remission, depression/anxiety/stress with occasional insomnia. 

 

IMR ISSUES, DECISIONS AND RATIONALES 

The Final Determination was based on decisions for the disputed items/services set forth below: 

 

Semen Analysis:  Overturned 

 

Claims Administrator guideline: The Claims Administrator did not base their decision on the 

MTUS.  Decision based on Non-MTUS Citation US National Library of Medicine/National 

Institute of Health (accessed online)MedLine Plus (accessed online) Semen Analysis. 

 

MAXIMUS guideline: The Expert Reviewer did not base their decision on the MTUS.  

Decision based on Non-MTUS Citation Medical Treatment Guideline or Medical Evidence, 

National Cancer Institute, Fertility Issues. 

 

Decision rationale: The requesting physician is addressing fertility following chemotherapy 

treatment, and is requesting a referral to urology/male reproductive health and semen analysis. 

The claims administrator did not certify the request for referral to urology/male reproductive 



health and semen analysis stating that there is no description of fertility issues in the clinical 

report and no rational given for semen analysis to treat acute lymphoblastic leukemia in 

remission.The injured worker has been treated with chemotherapeutic agents that can affect 

fertility. The recommendations from the National Cancer Institute are that gonadal toxicity can 

be evidenced by testicular biopsy, serum hormone assays, and semen analysis therefore the 

request for Semen Analysis is medically necessary. 

 

Referral to Urology/Male Reproductive Health #1:  Overturned 

 

Claims Administrator guideline: The Claims Administrator did not base their decision on the 

MTUS.  Decision based on Non-MTUS Citation ACOEM Practice Guidelines, Chapter 7, page 

127. Regarding Independent Medical Examinations and Consultations. 

 

MAXIMUS guideline: The Expert Reviewer did not base their decision on the MTUS.  

Decision based on Non-MTUS Citation Medical Treatment Guideline or Medical Evidence, 

National Cancer Institute, Fertility Issues. 

 

Decision rationale: The requesting physician is addressing fertility following chemotherapy 

treatment, and is requesting a referral to urology/male reproductive health and semen analysis. 

The claims administrator did not certify the request for referral to urology/male reproductive 

health and semen analysis stating that there is no description of fertility issues in the clinical 

report and no rational given for semen analysis to treat acute lymphoblastic leukemia in 

remission.The injured worker has been treated with chemotherapeutic agents that can affect 

fertility. The recommendations from the National Cancer Institute are that gonadal toxicity can 

be evidenced by testicular biopsy, serum hormone assays, and semen analysis therefore the 

request for Referral to Urology/Male Reproductive Health # 1 is medically necessary. 

 

 

 

 


