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Establishment Name Inspection Number
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Info rmat ion on Injured
Name Address and Phone Number

Etadio Ram irez

Covered by Wo rkers ' Com pensation Yes ~ No D
Occu anon

-Check coxpreceding name If confidentiality is givenWitness Name S and Title
Names and Tlllets )

Edwardo Flores
. l aborer

Address Phone No 5IQned
Statem en t?

Yes 0
No 181
Yes 0
No 0
Yes 0
No 0

On October 12. 2011 at 1:30pm the Division rece ived telephon ic nonncauon that an employee of this farm labor
contractor had been overcome by fumes while working at a green waste recycling fac ility In Lam ont. CA. The employee
had worked for them for approximately two months

The employee and two wo rkers from the secondary employer were in the process of cleaning the storm drain sys tem In
prepa ration for the winter rain. They had flushed the system with water discharged from a water truck . Due to the
amount of debris at the bottom of this 10 foot deep drain the water backed up They were told to use a 3 inch high
pressure hose from the water truck to force the oebns down the system that leads to a drainage pond To make it easier
to hand le the hose EE# 1 sat on the edge of the 24 inch concrete pipe shaft and tried to break up the clog It was st ili
hard to handle the hose, so one or both of the employees picked up half of an extension ladder that was leaning against
a fence and put It Inside the shaft so EE#1 cou ld brace his feel against the rungs

EE#3 said thai he saw EE# 1 standing on the ladder in the hole. at about shoulder level. wilh his head above grade
EE#1 the n said that he didn't feel well and was getting sleepy . He then descended the ladder. to the bottom of the hole .
It is unclear if he stepped down the ladder or If he was los ing consciousness and slid down

EE#2 was standing outside of the hole and saw wha t had happened He then attempted to go into the hole to rescue
EE#1 EE#3 stated that he tried to restrain EE#2 but that he had 10 let go of him so that he cou ld ca ll for help. When he
turned around EE#2 was in the ho le and was also overcome and collapsed to the bottom of the shaft. When emergency
response tea ms arrived they did a direct reading of the sha ft and the instrument topped out at 200ppm of H2S.

Both vict ims were transported to Kern Med ical Center where EE#1 was pronounced dead and EE#2 was put on life
suooort unti l October 14, 2011 .
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Summary (continued)
Both victims we re transported to Kern Medica l Center where EE# 1 was pronounced dead and EE#2 was put on life
support unt il October 14, 2011 .

The employer received a genera l vio lation of section 3203 (a)(7) of Tit le 8 of the Catifcrma Code of Requlanons Due to
lack of employer knowledge the Division could not support a senous citation related to this incident
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